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TO THE RIGHT HONORA-. 


ble the Earle of Pembroke, Lorde Pre(1- 
dent of VVales, &c. The reſt of the gouernours 


there, and to all.che gentlemen, Mimiters and peap.e my 
my brethren , the inhabitants of Wales; in this life, rhe 
truc knowledge of a ſauing God, the truc feeling of fin, 
the full aſurance of their ſaluation iaTeſus Chriſt, vrozhr 
by the woard+ Preached, with outward protperiticgtt the 
Lorde thinke itggod cothem, an in the lif: ro COme,c - 
uerlaſting bleſſedneile in the kingdome of heauen,l wih 
tom my ſoule , 


Ow many and dangerous (right Ho- 
nourable, and bcluucd in thcLord) 
arc the waics , whereby Sathan in 
this perilous & prophane age wher- 
in we liuc, carrjerh hedlong mo hell 
the moſt parr,cuen of thole amongſt whome, pub- 
licke Idolatrie,and the falſe worſhippe of the true, 
or falſe God, hath beene abolliſhed; it cannot bee 
hiddcnor obſcure vnto any, that vouchlauerh bur 
with a careleſſc cie ro canſfider , rhe deſolate bar- 
rennes of G O D his Church, eucn there where it 
might haue bene moſt fruirfull. And of all che dc- 
Luſions whereby the Lord in his * 1uſt iudgement, 
hath giuen him power, tobe forcible in the kheates 
of men,none hath bene found more powerful and 
auailcable thenrhe perſivaſion , thatthe erernall 
Godrequureth no more atrhe handes of reaſana- 
ble men, (the creatuces) framed according to his 
own Image. © Then to exemputheſelues aut ofthe 
number , ofthe our ragious andſhameley Idola- 
ters,or at the moſt, to haue ſome outwarde forme 
of tus worſhip, whereby they mighr bee diſcerned 
from heathen and mae vs Arhciſts;and fo hope 


etcrnallicto bee ſaucd , though they ſhould never 
come where the ordinary meancs of ſaluatjon(zhe 
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2 
word preachcd) doth grow. *Now,l would to God 
that among the reſt of the nations vnder heauen, 
this latcer perſwaſion had nor taken fearctull hold 
ypon you my brethren the people of VVales. For 
how haue you lued now full 29. yeares,inal which 
rime vnder her Maicſtics proſperous raigne, you 
hauc not embrued your hands with protcſied 1do- 
latry # haue you nor for the moſt part,in reſpe of 
the publicke lcruice of God,contented your ſclues 
with lefſe then publike reading ? andin the meance 
time, do yuu not thinke thatthe Lorde, in regard 


- ofthe knowkd ge of his wil,& the outward praQtiſe 


thereof,the obſeruations of his Sabborhs,the right 
vic of hys Sacraments, the full affuraunce of your 
owne ſaluation; requireth no morc at your hands? 
And which ts moſt worull, rhongh vou now huc in 
this palpable and groffe datkenes: yer verie few or 
none among you,confider this your caſe, ro be the 
veric condition of thoſe, who ſhall nevertec leſus 
Chriſt in his kingdome to rheir comfortc, but the 
meecre cſtate, ot luch as ſhall reecive their inhcri- 
taunce mn hell fier, with the dewill and his Aungels, 
cuen moſt mtollcrable and bitter tormentes fur c< 
uer and cuer . From which reprobate and accur- 
ſed cſtarc of wofull damnation , neither man nor 
angel can ſhew, how the whole country of VVales, 
or anye part thercof may bee delmercd vn: fic ir 
ſhallpleaſe God ro worke inthe heartes of all men 
there living, acording vntotheir ſeucral! callings, 
and eſpeciallic in yours, (right Honorable )and the 
reſt in publicke authoritie , or ſupplyingthe place 
of ceclefiafticall gouernours, a conſcienee,to have 
the woorde of reconciharion, planted among you 
and your people. VVhich if you the magiſtrares,8& 

te, youthe 


Biſhops 


gentlemen, ſhall negleRto bring top 


_ 
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Biſhops and Miniſters not regarde to perfourme, 
you priuate men, asa thing nt belonging vnto 
youthall contemne : then be you atſured,whatlo- 
cuer you perſuade your {clues roche contrary,thart 
on the fearſul & diima] day of iudgement,borh the 
on; and the other of you thalbe iudged vnt9oeuer- 
laf,ng woe and deſtruction, tor the offence which 
contcineth 1n 1t theſe ro finnes , Firſt thewiliull 
contempt of that hohie ordinance, by which alonc 
th: Lorde hath appointed to conucy faluarion vn - 
ro men,the refuſall of erernal blefiednes, and con- 
ſequentlie , th: deſpcrare renouncing of lcivs 
Chrift, and bis precious merrits. Secondly, the ©. 
dious reicing of thoſe markes , whereby in the 
fight of Gods cluldren andthe world,vou might be 
knowne to bee of che number ofthe Lords clioſen., 
not one wherof (befide your great contemprzcur- 
tempr 1 ſay, for you may hauc r1e word preached, 
if yuu woulde carncſthe ſcexe the ſame tor eug'te 
you knowe) you Icauc vndone, it y::1 refuſe to vr» 
dergoc any paines, trouvles , or charges, to haue 
rice bleiicd Goſpell of the almightic Gad procia- 
ned amon:; you. 

And firſt ii rcgard of God his ordinance, knows 
this, and know it copractile, tharif you hence fer- 
ward , as hitherto you haue doone,preſume to 111: 
wychour the preaching of the worde, you do by w1[- 
fil and wicked rebellion rranſgrefle that decree, 
whereby the Lorde of his infinite and vnſpeakable 
wiſedome hath ordained, tobrivg menne vnto kts 
kingdome . The contratic whereof, if any dare ot- 


-firme, then the holy ghoſt demaundcth what the 


Lorde leſus the glorious wiſedome of Ged the Fa- 
ther mcant,when (1) he* ordained paſtors and rea- 
chers to continue in his church , for the gathering 
Gs 3 rogither 
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4 
| ropither of the ſaints, the worke of the miniſterie , 
| the edification of the body of Chriſt, euen (2) vatill / 
weeall meere togither, in the vninie of faith, and 
knowledge of rhe Sonne of God, vnro a perht man, 
vnto tne mea{ure of rhe age of the tulnes of Chriſt, 
Woulde any of you blotte himſelfe out of the cata- 
ik Jogue of rlwoſe that are ſaints * Woulde anic of you 
dilmeniber himſelic from our head ChriſtIcfus +1 
hope not: then,as ſure as God lwuerh , you car; nur 
be priuiſedged from continuing vnder thoſe, whom 
the Lorde hath appointed for that worke, vntil ſuch 
time as you be growen vnro that meſtre of taith & 
knowledge, wherevnto nothing may be addcd. (3) 
Canyou be made ſaints? Can you bee made meni- 
— bers of Chrift? (\vhich you muſt necdes be) *or elſe 
3. 3.Cor,to, You can haue no inheritance among (4) them that 
2.Fpheſ.1.z, arc ſantifed, bur bee excluded out of the citic af 
| & 4-7 God,amongſt dogges, theeues, murderers, and in- 
FF COP ; chanters,if you be not wrought vp6 by their hands, 
Reuc.22:25. Whom the Lord hath ſandtivied rothar office ? 1 am 
| ' 4 dboldethercforemthe cauvic of Gods honour, and 

of your own ſaluation ro inttcat you , as you meanc 

to hauec anic fellowſhip and communion in heguen 

with the blefled faints and angels, as you intendtro F# 

- haue aniepart in thatkingdowe, which the Lorde 

lefus hath pnrchaſcd with his owne bloud , as you 

woulde have any intercſt m him,and his ſacred pal- 

ſions, that while you haue time, you labour with 
mighr and maine , to prouide your {clues of the 
meanes whereby you may bee tranſlated our of the 
kingdome of darknes,v-herin you now hue,vnto the 
bleſſed poſieſſio of iweer Sior,the citie of the liuing 
God.In which cauſc, if your endeuours wil be code 
andbackeward,l pronounce vnto you,that yout thal 
as fyrelic periſh, and bze damned, as the Turkes, 
Heathens 
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Heathens,or any other Idolaters,who cannot abide 
thename of leſus Chriſt, Be afraide therefore , as 
the apoſtle *admoniſheth you, leaſt by forſaking the # Hed.4.t. , 
oporrunitie of being ſaued , which ar this day 1s of- 
fered vnto you, you be deprived of your ſaluation, 
How thal you be able to beare it,when in the day of 
venecance, you ſhall ſee your ſelucs arraigned of 
high treaſon before Gods tribunal! ſcare, tor reiec- 
ting the pardon he offrech in Chriſt Ieſus vnto you? 
Would you bue vouchſafe to ſecke the ſame inthe . 
worde preached? In the worde preached, 1 ſaye, for 
if yon will imbrace Chriſt,and haue pardon of your 
finnes by his paſhons, youmult have that broughe 
to paſſe by preaching . Chriſt, I graunt, may be 0- 
therwiſe taught, but as the apoſtle ſairh, *not as the b Ephe.4.23 
truth is in Telus ; and therefore wvthour comforte, 
and wythour ſaluation , The ſmall reckoning, my 
brethren, that hicherro you hauc made of Chriſt 
truely caught ynto you , teſtttieth vnto your faces, 
that you haue notknowen the Lord, that you are c Iere.c.23, 
fooliſh children, wife you may be to doe euill , bur | 
to do well you haue no knowledge,as faith the pro- 
pher, Yca, it ceftitierh, that you declare your {innes, 
as Sodome,and hidethem nor, and our of al doubt 4 xqy.z.s. 
it will bring woe ynto your ſoules, vnlcfle you haue © 
preaching, for you haue rewarded cuill yntoyour 
ſelues . For Chriſt his ſake,then for your owne feli- 
eicies ſake, acknowledge 1n the praiſe of your 
kues , that the Lorde hathried (5) the foode of yn- 5 
derſtanding and knowledge vnto the mouthes of « Ter.3.t5- 
hoſe paſtors,*who ar the(6) leaſt inregard of gifts, 6 
are according vnto his owne heart. The Apoſtle » 
proclaimerh (7) vato che Coloſlians, *that as it was f GolloLs. 
the good will, pleaſure,and decree ofthe cternal, to 20.21» 
reconcile all men vrao himſele by Teſus Chriſt: 6 

/ he 
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he neuer purpoſed to make this reconciliation knos 

2 verſ24.23. wen vnto any,bur by the word preached: he tellerh 
5 (8)'vs in many places,thar faluationis a myſtery,8& 
bRom.16. {g of neceiſicic muſt haue ſome wider oentinen 
iTim.3-06 the withered hands of bare readers can reach vynto. 
2.Cor.2.7. (9) Bleſſed Perer (heweth in plaine wordes, that our 
9 newebirch can no way be wrought in vs, bur by the 

c 1Pet.1.21 worde preached. *Thole great and (10) hidden ſc- 
1 crctes,whichthe very Prophers themſclues coulde 
d1.Pct 1.19 not attainc vnto es! Gu greate inquirie, can be 
made knowen vnto yolt, belike contrarie vnto the 

evoif.13. exprelſewordof the holic ghoſt;*by thoſe who can 
11 noxprcach the Goſpell , In what (11) 4 deſperate 

ca thenis my deare country, the place of the ſe- 

fN-he.z. pulchres of my fathers, 'who hopeth for ſaluation, 
and hath no mcanzs co be brought into the know- 

g Tim. 24. ledge of the truth, *by rhe publike miniſterie ? And 
whata publike miniſteric, or milerie rather is that, 

in whoſe handcs ſa'uarton is not,becauſe the know- 

ledge of the truth,is not in their handes?leroboam, 

!? (12) wouldc thou haddeſt againe thy velcam:d 

k ».Chro.zz prieſts: 'For it isoutof controuerſie, that they are 
9 fitto be the miniſters onelie of them that woulde 

t 2.Croay.z. hate no God, * but we would haue Ichouah for our 
'7 God, andſicruchim. Timotheus (13) tothe ende he 
might be mr.adc more fit to cal men to ſaluation,was 
commaunded to take leede ynto himfelic, and vn- 

& £T\in-4.13 gg learning, and to continue therein : *bur our Mi- 
"-1* niſters, ifthey can reade, arc able withour any fur. 

ther learning co make {aluation knowen vnto vs, Is 

14 reading (14) the way — the Lord will beſtow 

ypon :nen the ſpirite of wiſedome , and revelation 

3Ephe.2.19, ehorough his knowledge? 'No,no, (15) downe ther- 
25 forevato hell with that doctrine whence it ſprang, 

and ilucd, that ſceketh faluation ynto men by rea- 


ding 
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ding of that which cannor be vnderſtoode, w: hour 
an expounder. * And here I would(t6\know of you, 
Which ſo long have c: zented vour ſelues w th bare 
reading, whether fo: ine ſpice of nine and rventy 
years comple, you hauc \cIrze tC Ther. in, Our {cjues, 
or perceiue: dia others , the woords ro haue bene 
ſo powerfull as it is [aid to br, if pou haue noroee 
you afſuted,that it is nor tbe wocue whereof rt. a- 
poltle tpcakert. m tiar place, which worker thole 
ctie&cs in ſome ot tlic hearers, citier vnto death, 


a ARs.8.30.32, 
16 


b Heb.q.1 3 


or vnto life , For the word of Godis liuclie,as hee 


thereſetreth downe,and mightic in operation: and 
ſharper rhen anic two edge d fv oord, and cntereth 
thr ough, cuento rhe deuding aſunder of the ſou], 
and the ſpirir, and of the 1oynts, and rhe marrow, 
and is a diſcerncrof the thoug 1ts,and the intents 
of the nearr. Beſides, that wolull experience ſhew= 
eth, that the ſpirice of God, meanerh not tie word 
read in this place,the ſecond verlc of the chapter, 
euidentlic conuinceth, that it muſt :eedes bee the 
woorde preached , vnto whome theſe imperiall ci- 
tles (as I may ſay) arc aſcribed. Burfaye the holic 
ghoſt what ie will ſay : the people of Wales,had ra- 
ther be lims of the deuil, ro bee cue rlaſtinohe de- 
ſtroyed , then labour to hauer the wor Orde , thac by 
meanes thereof,chey might be made the member 
of Chriſt, and ſo crternalli- ſu cd, ,Thcug1 (17)che 
ordinaunce of God be ro d{nid{ the worde arigot, 
*ynmtothe {cuerall vie ofthe hearers, thou rh 18) 
ſaluation ve a tin2 rar muſt be learned, cucn nt 


them whi-canre1d + © our reading Baal tes, ſcan: 4 


ablzroread>, (19) ouph the declacation ofthe 
ſame,bee fach 2caoinc az cuerie cl Mien win can 
read welland dittincthe, is nor able :0 per; eurme, 
* (29) and ſuchathing as proceederi not from any 
Þ cite 
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aRom.13.379, giftofnature invs ,* reading a naturall gifr, (21) 


[ ephc-3.8. 2.cor: though icbe a labour to be ouer anic people in the 


1 
l 4 21 
4 5.12,tin.5.17, 
MH 22 
{+ c2.Cor.z.16. 


23 
c Rom.1o.1,4. 
24 
f1.Cor.2.13. 


25 


g Mai.2.7. 
25 


>= hoy - 


3-21-3-10HC.6:4. ] ord, * a labour, (22) ſo woondertull , as the Apo- 


ſtle inthe admiration thereot,crierth out, who is fir 


b x.Cor.z.9.theſ for theſc things? © Reading a worke of ſmall labour 


and letle wonder; yer you my dearc countri-men, 
wil rather aduenture the bloud of your ſclues,(cru- 
cll and {rozcn ſecuritie) rhan giue care vnto that 
great ſajuation, whiche firſte was preached by the 
Lord him{cife, and can be made ordinarily knoww- 
en vnto no nation vader heauen, butby (23) prea- 
ching. How can the way of [aluation(24)be made 
known veit you by thoſe that are not able to com» 
pare ſpiriual. things with ſpiritualÞ* O Lord,haft 
thou cuerciucn them (25) anze allowance to bee 
thy Mini{ters,whoſe lipp:s ncuer preſeruced know- 
lzdge, * and dare wee gainceſay rhee to thy tace in 
24mitting them , furious madnes (25) to rhinke 
tliarour read:rs according to the Cannon of the 
word, hau: tie mcflace of ſaluarion in rheirhands, 
whercas they haue no more fines ro declare the 
jame,in regard of ſufficicncie,thana veric Painim, 
Turke, or le:we,- which denierh and defiech Chriſt 
leſus, may well inough haue, ifhee can read Eng- 
lit oc welch? A thing to bee aſtonicd at , cuen a« 
mong the worſhippers of hearhen gods , that the 
religionof chriſtians, andthe woorthip ofthe God 
thatmade heauen & carth, ſhould norhaucin it ſo 
much as ene milteric, (27 whoſe ſecrecic, euenin 
regarde of knowledge, might dilable one that ne- 
uer heard of tru> religion,to be a publike Miniſter 
thereof, O earth cuucr this our ſinne : O heauen 
conccalcit , leaſtinthe wrath and anger of God, 
hellrequite it, What wordes ſhall I vſe to make this 
fincke deeplyc into your Honours heart ; and ow 
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># 


I 
thehearrs of others whome it concerneth, name- 
lic, that the great God, the mightie and tcarctu'l 
Lord, hath agreat and a blouduie reckoning wyrh 
England and Wales, andthe goucrnours of them, 
(28) becauſethe ot-icouring of all contempt, ana 
derifion, are permitred to repreſent his place, and 
perſon among vs . As ſure as the Lord hueth, thys 
finneſhall neucr bee vapunithed , vnictle betimes 
you repent, &berimes redres this lacril-ge, by pla- 
cing thoſe ouer vs, who may truly fay ct thcmiclues; 
Nowe then are wee ambatladours for Chriſte, as 
though God did beſecch you through vs, wee pray 
you in Chriſthis ſtead, that you be reconciled vn- 
to God, *He ought not (29) to be a miniſter,ti:ar 
hath not this commiſſion, yea and duoth not fairh- 
fully exc:cutethe ſame, whartlocuer vngodly men 
babble tothe contrarye , The reaſon whiche out of 
their darke anddiuchih vnd:ftancing, they haue 
framed for thc confirmation of rhe errour, which 
is, that the Apoſtles indeede were commaunded 
to preach rhe goſpell, bur our miniſters are ro do 
no more then read,thar which they preached1:a1l 
be vouchlated, a large confutation when my for- 
merrcaſons, wherof I haue inſerted aboue a ſcore, 
to prooue that our readers bee no miniſters, arc 
anſwered, In the mcan time, vſctheſe arguments 
againſt this Ieprous error, Firſt (30) rhe batefſt pub- 
lique readers ought tohaue morein them then ® 
parenccs, bothe vnder the lawc and the Goſpell, 
wao thougn fimple,and valcarned, yer hadde the 

burthen of reaching others, laid vppon them, nor 

by reading, for it mgy be they could notdoir,and 

aſauage Caniball that coulde reade, might well i- 

noughinſtruR others , in that which coulde bee 

made knowen by reading. And wilour curatsreie& 
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i? Secondly, (31) 1cacing is not that wholeſorne 
doctrine, whereof the Apoitle ſpeaketh,* which c- 
ucry miniſter 1s bound to deliver vntorie bearers: 
prooucd bicauſe there was neuer an) e profefling 
rcligionin any age, who could notwell abide the 
word red, fo that there were nothing gathered vut 
of rhe fame , contrarie to their iudgements or af- 
feftions,wheras rhe apoſtle ſaith, itthould comero 
palle, that men would nor abide the whollome do- 
&rine, ſpoken of in that place. I,diſdaine to refell 
the obicRion that the apoſtle ſhould meane either 
the olde heretiques, wizo dented ſome part of the 
word, or the antichriſtian Papiſts, who torbad the 
word to be read vnto the people in a vulgar toong, 
Thirdly, (32) allmenin whar age ſocuer they Jiue, 
hauc as much need of teaching, as they who lined 
jathe apcſtles time, bicauſe all are borne citizens 
of t1ekingdomeot darknes, & cannot be brought 
into the kingdome of Chriſt by any other inſtru- 


(33) corruption euen in the regenerate, bringeth 
foorth buds like it {elfe, which muſt bee cut off by 
the worde preached. Idoe nordenic, nay, Iknow 
itis warranted, that the worde ſhoulde be red in 


c As 13.15.19, the congiegations of Gods cluldren, * but that hee 


Nchem.$.2, 


d Ilay 66.3. 
34 


ſhould be taken as a publike miniſter that hath no 
other gift, that deteſt, that I abhorre : becaulc[ 
knowe the Lorde accounteth it for no berter than 
ſwines bloud , the cutting off of a dogges head,the 
blefling of anidoll, or the killing of a man, in his 
fhehte*, Laſtly, che worde read, is the (34)ſame vn*+ 
to all, whereas the foode of cternall life uſt bee 
made milke vnto the weake and tender, and ſtrong 
meate vntothem which are capable thereof. 

Bur woe 18 mee, be the worde rcad as grofle as it 
may 
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may be , my country men (lamentable and wofu)l 
deluſion) thinke it 1nough for them,ro ſwallow thar 
which containeth in it the food of the foule,though 
in their ſtomacks it ſhould turne into ſtarke iron. A 
few plalmes,(35) a few praiers, with one chapter of 
the newe Teſtament in Welch ( for the olde neuer 
ſpake Welch in our daies, though, ro my comforr,[ 
ynderſtande itis all readte to be printed) moſt piti- 
fully euill read ofthe reader, and not vnderſtoode 
of one among tenne of the hearers, is that meanes 
belike whereby the Lorde hath decreed to make 
cleare vnto all wen, in Wales, what the fellowſhip 
is of the myſteric , * which from the beginning ot 
the world hath bin had in God, Theſe be the onlie 
viſions that our prophets haue tolde vs of, for the 
moſt part. Oh char che Prophet Iercmie, or ſome 
man indued with his ſpirit were now Jing, to raiſe 
vp that complaint of vs, and our countrie, which he 
tooke againit leruſalem, andthe people of his dais? 
bWhar thing ſhall I rake to witneſle tor thee?What 
ſhallI compare to thce,(36) Otiaughter Ierufalem? 
Whar ſhall I lien to thee that I may comfort thee, 
O virgine, davgiter Sion ? For thy breach is greate 
like the ſea:who can heale thee? Thy prophets hauc 
lookedour vaine and foolith things for thee , they 
haue not diſcouered thine iniquitte to turne awaic 
thy captiuitie,but haue Joked our for thee burden- 
ſome prophecies,and cauſes of baniſhment? Doubt- 
lefleI know not howe our ſtate might berter be dif 
ciphercd, For the wordes of the Lorde are founde 
truce in vs,ifeuer in anic people , the Icaders of my 
people cauſe them to erre, and they that are led by 
them are decciued, andqueſtionleſſe,ir may be rru- 


lie ſaide of vs, © my people delight therein, 


And foralmuch as men liuing without the worde 
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preached, 
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preached, thinke themſclucs in a tollerable eſtare 
before the Lorde,l woulde know (37) whether they 
may hope for cternall life , which profetle not the 
true rel1gion in that forte alone, as the Lord would 
haue the ſame profeſſed: the anſivere will be, they 
cannot. Apgaine, | would knowe, whether there be 
anic more true rcl;g1ons, that is,waies to ſerue God 
aright, and ſoto come by ſaluation,than one:it will 
be anſwered,no. And concerning ſaluation,it is ma- 
nifeſt,that there neither 15,nor hath bene,any more 
waies, ſince the beginning of the worlde,but Chriſt 
alone, as it is ſet downe in exprefle wordes : *] am 
the waic, the truth, and the life, no man commeth 
to the father, but by me . Neither is there fajuation 
in anic other, for among menne there is giuen no 
name vnder Heauen, whereby wee muſt be ſaued, 
bur ouclic the name of” Chriſt Ieſus, as Peter te! 
tifieth , I demaund alſo whether this way, both for 
the ſubſtance and manner of Gods ſeruice, be not 
ſer downe in the worde of God alone, and not elſe- 
where to be founde ? It will not be denied, I trowe; 
I am ſure it cannot. For ifcither the ſubſtance, or 
maner of God; ſerurce fwarue from the Lordes will 
rencalc1inhis worde, who knoweth whether it be 
allowable in his ſight or no ? And therfore who wil 
aduenture to offer it vnto him ? Theſe things being 
thus ſerdowne, I afhirme, that this one onely true 
religion (38)was neucr publikche profeſſed, this one 
onelie way to ſaluation, neuer ordinarilic attained 
ynro ſince the beginning of the world vnto this day, 
but by the word preached . And it willneuer bee 0- 
therwiſe while the worlde ftanderh . Enquire now 
of the daies of heauen that are paſt,which were be- 
fore you, lince the day that Adam fell from his in-. 
r-grifte , demand fromthe one end of the heauen 
Vnro 
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vno the other, and all with one conſent will an- 
ſwere, that from Adam ynto Noach,from Noach to 
Moſes,from Moſes vnto Ieſus Chriſt, from his blcſ- 
ſed app-aring in the fleth, vnto this preſent houre, 
no face of a true church apparant, without prea- 
ching , no ordinaric faluation wyrhour preach- a Gen. 3.15.ind, 
ing, and this decree ſhall neuer bee *chaunged, 14. gene.q-26.8 
I doe notdenie, but tharthe Lorde may if hee will, 5-2>-hedr.11.5, 
ſauce thoſe, who neuer heard,or thall heare Sermon CAREER 
in a] their lines . Bur wretches as we are, what is 20. kn 
thatto vs? Wee haue nowat rant to hope tur anye compared with 
ſuch ſaluation , Nay,it ame will preſume, that they | IG —_ 
may come into heauen, & not ſubnur themiclues <6 ns 
ynto the voice of the Preacher, I dare tell them, hebrews. xx.che 
were they the ercateſt potentates vnder Heauen, whoie chapiter, 
chat they ſhali acuer be taued, I woulde ro G O D 8£90-45-6-X 12. 
then, my brethren, that as marie of you as line this ba Tagen = 
day, whereas there :s no preaching , coulde con- geneſ.48,49;the 
ſider in what an hopelcſle condition you liuc , 1 two whole che, 
know you fecle not your own miſery,it you did,you 3 GOIN 
would nor continue in it togain athouland worlds, j.%. —_ Sr 
Although it woulde be the tote of my foule, to 33.23.24. deure. 
ſee you inthe way to heauen, where in now you are 339-10. mala.z, 
not : yet it wil not be the Jofle of a button ynto me, 37: c_ b-4. 
though you thoulde all of you goto he!l: and rher- Ml mms h pe 
fore whatſocuer I write, it is doone 1n good will to- 9,8, and - $6. 
wardes you,of loue and compailion towardes your a35.15.21.and g 
miſerie , Deceiue not your {clues then, ye are nor ©; wm 
in the eſtate of ſaluation, hauing ncuer emoyed _—_ 
the worde . O you are in hell. labuur ro come our, epheſ.4.11.rom. 
in the ſhadow of death, ſecke tor the tunne of righ- 219.14. 
teouſneſle ro ſhine vpon you.l will pawne my ſoulc, 
that you are hcires of perdition, and ſhall ſurely go 
co hell, for aught any man knoweth, vnleſle you bee 
otherwiſe taught than hircherto you hauc bene. Vs- 
| rely, 
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rely, the diue!l himſelfe may as we!l hope to be ſa- 


ued, as you can, who neuer ſaw the beaurie of their 
feere that bring la'uation, Gud will not be mocked 
at your hands, Arc you nor reaſonable men ? Haue 
you nor ſoules to be ſaued ? Woulde you nor bee 
ſhrowded from cuerlaſting woe vnderrthe wings of 
Teſus Chriſt > Why then ſtriue you nor for the word 

reached ? If the Lord ſhoulde ſummon you artthis 
Li before his iudgement ſcate, haue you anie 
thing to ſhewe why hee may nor proceede againſt 
you with the ſcnrence of iuſtice(39)in purſuing you 
with his eternall curſſe, for the breach of his lawe ? 
Whart will you anſweare for your ſ:Jues, when in- 
deede you thall be arraigned before God and his 
angelles,for contemning the woorde preached, I 
ſpeake now vnto the gentlemen & people of Wales, 
will you pleade, that the fault was not in you , be- 
cauſe you haue beene deceincd by thoſe, whom the 
Lorde in his iſt indgement hath raiſed vp ro ob- 
ſcure the light of his goſpel 1n this out age,l meane 
the racke-maiſters and trormenters of Gods \!:fied 
worde ,who laying the ſame vppon the racke , haue 
conſtrained it te confelle what it neuer meant, a? 
either, thar reading is preaching,which is ſenſleſie, 
or that men may be ſaued without preaching whicl 
is dinelliſh? This will nor ſerue the eurne , Wilyou 
proteſt, that you woulde gladly hauc hailde prea- 
ching? Itisnotſo. Foryouneuzr as yer vened 
your mouthes for the ſame . And nowe being ſtir- 
red therevnto, it ſha!l appeare whar Jirle reckon- 
ing you make thereof, by your carel-{ic enterpriſes 
chatway. One thing more I will lay, that for anie 
meanes you haue tobe ſaucdin thc moſt congrega- 
vons in Wales, you ſha!) be f:rebrands of hell . Lec 
the magiſtrates in che meanc time ſec hoy weil the 
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Lorde is ſerued vnder their gouernement . See you 
vnto this,my Lord,or els the curſſe of God wil lighr 
vponyou, for your careleſneſſe in this point. Hath 
the Lord called you to be lorde preſident of Wales 


-ynder her Maieſtic, toche cnde, you ſhoulde fir ſtill 


when you ſce your people runne vnto hell, and the 
Lord fonotably diſhonoured vnder your gouerne+ 
ment? The eſtare of Wales not being amended by 


your meanecs, the poore pcople ſhall die intheir., 


fins, and be damned, but their bloud will che Lord 
require at your hands. It you ſay,it lieth not in you 
to build vp our breaches, or that you are otherwiſe 
emploied, and ſo can not intendrthis worke : that 
which a ſeelie olde woman replied vpon Philip =_ 
of Maczdonie, thall be your anſweare. Shee cry 
for iuſtice at the kings hande, and thar her cauſe 
mightbe heard, the king anſwered, that hee was 
not at leiſure , No? quoth ſhe, then be nor my king. 
So, my Lord,with reuerence be ir ſpoken vnto your 
Honour, if it lic notin you ro bring Wales vnro the 
knowledge of God, or if your Iciſure will not ſerue 
thereto, then bee nor the Lorde preſident there- 
of. 

That ir eſſentially belongeth vnro your calling, 
to ſce all within Wales taught by che woorde prea- 
ched, is prooued,by reaſon that you are gouernor 
ouer all . For you ought ro acknowledge your ſelte 
ruler ouer none, that doe not ſubiethemſclues ar 
leaſt ourwardly vnto true religion : becauſe thar all 
whoſocuer are vnder anye mannes iuriſdiftion, 
ought ro keepe *the Sabborh:ſo thar if anie Turke, 
papiſt,or other pagan idolatour remaine in any our 
cities or townes, he ought to be compelled to con- 
forme himſelfe ro the ourward ſeruice of rhe rrue 
God,or expelled , This is _— by the — of 

To 


aExod.20.10 
and 12.48,49 


Numb.g.19. 


aNch.13-15.21. 
49 


Conſider pſalm. 
4& 1017.8, 
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© Nehemias, Nov: it is acleere cafe, tharno people 
can keepe the Sabboth(4o)hauing not among them 
the exerciſes required by the Lorde,to be praftized 
on the Sabboth.And what exerci'cs of the Sabboth 
can there bee there, where the worde preached is 
wanting.Gouernors my Lorde,muſt gouerne vnder 
God.They haue no allowance to be rulers, wher the 
Lord is not ſerued, where he hath go acknowledge- 
ment of ſupertoritie, there man hath no commuſl1- 
on from him to beare rule. Satan hath a kingdome 
my Lord,where Chriſt ruleth not. And dare you be 
Satans lieuerenant? doe you make no conſcience to 
be regent,whcre the ſcepter ofchriſts word bearerh 
no ſway? eſpecially not labouring by all meanes poſ- 
fible,that itmay haue the aurhorivic. Ithath pleaſed 
God toſende the word into your honours familic,If 
you would declare vnto the worid(which thing you 
ought to be carcful of ) that the power ofthe worde 
hath touched your verye loulc,with a conſcience to 
ſerue your God, you canneuer doe this as long as 
you haue no care thatthe Lorde bee glorifiedin as 
many as he hath committed ynto your gouerment. 
You are here diligently ro rake heede then,leaſt you 
deceiue your heart in perſwading it of the Lords fa- 
uour towards you, if he hath not made it careful to 
build vp the ruines of leruſalem. Hereby alſo all the 
magiſtrates vnder the ſunne may vnderſtande, that 
howſocuer they mainteine the truth of religion, yer 
they hauc flatly denied che power of godlines,vnles 
they ſeriouſly endeuor todraw their ſubieRs our of 
the ſnares of blindnes and ignorance. They are fur- 
ther to know,that the Lord requireth the very ſame 
thing at their handes. as a demonſtration of their 
laue rowards him,which he did of ® Peter. Howbeir, 
in another maner.Saying,magiſtrates louc mu _ 

en 
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Then fee that all the people commirred to your 
charge be fed with knowledge, Magiſtrates loue you 
me ?then traine vp your people in my feare ; Magi- 
ſtrates loue you me ? then take heed that] be right- 
ly honored of your people. The trueth of the things 
here ſer downe concerning the magiſtrates duetic, 
being as ſtable as the heanens themſelues, it ſhalbe 
your H.parrt to an{were the Lord no otherwiſe then 
by the execution of thoſe thinges which he hath lo 
neceſlarily and fatally layde vppon your ſhoulders. 
Wey them,good my Lord, and let not another yer 


of your Prefidentſhipp palle ouer your head,betore 


Walcs ofa daughter of wrath, bee made an here of 


mercie and fauor,which th2 Lord graunr. = 


I am now to come vnto our Byſhops, andthe reſt 
rhat ſupplic the place of miniſters in Wales , who m 
almuch as rhey are the verye ground-worke of thus 
our miſerable confulton , muſt not thinke much to 
haue the words of the holy Prophets in times paſt, 
ſpoken againſt their predecetiors, the wicked prilts 
and Leuites,applicd vnto them.Bur in this place be- 
ing fallen into this* iangling and prathing age of the 
worlde, wherein faith and the power of religion , is 
thought by the moſt part, to conſiſt onely in the de- 
teſtation of Byſhops , and withſtanders of reforma- 
tion; I confelle from my hearr,that I hauc bin hard- 
ly drawne todeale with this wicked genetation.Nor 
becauſe I would haue theſe cormorants vntouched, 
bur leſt I ſhould ſeeme to feede the humors of buſi- 


a 2.Tim.3.1.2, 


bodies, ® who increaſing themſelues ſtill vnto more br.Ti m.14.&6. 
yngodlines, thinke nothing ſo well ſpoken or writ- 29-3-Tun.16. 23 


ten, as that which is ſatyricall and bitingly done a- 
gainſt L.Byſh.and the reſt of thar ſtamp, As I would 
not nowrithe this francike conceitin any, ſo far beir 
Iſhoulde allowe with my ſilence , the butchers and 

2 ſtran- 


18 


ſtranglers of the ſoules of my deare countrimen. 
| Whoif they be not driucn by this warning,tolooke 
; . berter to their charges, I will hereafter ſo decypber 
F their corrupt dealing,thar the very ayre it ſelte ſhal 
_;: be poyſoned with the contagion of their tilthinefſe, 
They who are not gultc, ornot touched in the 

ſpeache following. 

Wales 1s ſaid to be in atollerable condition, for it 
hath had many preachers of along time. The more 
ſhame then for them , that it hath had no more tea- 
ching. This I dare affirm and ſtand to; that if a view 
of all the regtſteries in Wales be taken, the name of 
that ſhire, that towne, or of that parithe,cannot bee 
ſound,where for the ſpace of fix yeres together with 
in theſe 29.yecres, agodly & learned miniſter hath 
executed the dutic of a faithful teacher,and app1o- 
ned his miniltery in any meane ſort, And what then 
ſhould you rell me of Abbey lubbers, who wili rake 
no paines though they be able?1t Lvtrer an vntruch, 
let me bee reprooued, and ſifter as a ſlandererit a 
rructh,why ſhall I not be allowed? I know very wel, 
that to ſpcake any thing ar all in theſe dayes againſt 
the Clergic men , 1s to ſpeake in Bethel with poore 

aAmos 7.22.13 * Amos,to propheſic in . kings court,and ſo to be 
buſie in matters of ſtate. Miſerable daies ; Into what 
rimes are we fallen ? That theeues and murtherers 
of ſoules,the very parcrnes and patrons of all couc- 
touſnes,proud,and more then popelike tyranrs,the 
very defacers of Gods trueth,vnlearned dolts,blind 
| | guides,vnſcaſonable and vnſauory falt,drunkardes, 
adulterers,foxes and wolues,mire and puddlc,to be 
| briefc,the very ſwineſtic of all vncleannes, and the 
very ignomic and reproche of the ſacred miniſtery,, 
cannot be ſpoken againſt , but this will be ſtraigar- 
Wayes made a mattcr againſt the ſtate, And Gu | 
al. 
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alchovgh all che miſcrie, alltheignoraunce, allche 
prophaneneſle in lyfe and conuerſation , bath 
beene for the moſt part by mcancs of our Bithops, 
andour other blinde guides,ycr may not a man at- 
firme ſomuchwirh any ſafery,leaſt he be ſaid to be 
2 murinous and faious tcllowe,and one that trous 
bleth the ſtare. 

For mine owne part, the prophet Malachi ſhall 
dealewithyou , and Ictthe reader conſider whe- 
ther his wordes ought nor in a featful ſortto ſtrike 
and aſtoniſhe you . A ſonne * (faith the Prophet) 
honoureth his father , and a ſcruaunt his maiſter, 
if then 1 beea father, ® where is mine honour, if a 
maiſter,where is my fcare, ſaith Ichouah of hoſtes 
ynto you. O ye Bithops of VVales, that deſpiſe his 
name? If you ſay, wherein haue we diſpiſed him? it 
wil be anfwered,that you offer rhe blind,the lame, 
and the maimed:vnrothe helic miniſtery, and ſay 
it is no cuill,and fo diſpiſe tic Lords name,bicauſe 
you ſay the Lords miniſtery is not to be regarded. 
For ſeeing you your {clues knowe , and all V Vales 
knoweth, that you have adnutted vnrothis ſacred 
funion,rogues, and vacabounds, gadding about 
the countrey,vnder the names of icho!Jers,tpend- 
thrifts, and ſcruing men, that made the miniſterie 
theirlaſtrefuge ,'ſeeing you permit ſuch ro bee in 
the miniſterye,as are knowen adulrerers, knowen 
drunkardes, theeues, roiſters, moſt abhominable 
ſwearers , cucnthemenof whome Iob ſpeakerh, 


a Mal.1.6. 


b Read Mala.i. 


& 2.chap. 


© whoare more vile then the carth , doe you not< 1o0b.30.1.8. 


ſay that the Lords ſeruice is not to be regarded ? if 
you any longer cither tollerate orhers,or continue 
your ſclues to bee theeuiſhe non-rcefidents, and fo 
ſeruethe ſoules of poore innocents, doyou regard 
the Lords honour,and the ſaluation of his people? 
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Is the lai of truth ſound in your mouthes? Do ye 
conuert any from iniquitic? Itthould be ſoindeed, 
* Foryour lips ſhould preſerue knowledge, andthe 
ignorant thould ſcexethe law at your mouthes, for 
= ought to bceeth2 meſizngers of [chouah of 

oſts, Bur may this reſtimony bee giuen of you ? I 
fearc me no: Nay rather bicaule all the world ſee- 
cth that iudgement vppon you, which re propher 
denounced againſt the prelats of his daies, name- 
Iy, that you are vile and contempuble in the fight 
ofth= people, (for what is more contemprible a- 
mong th: beſt, and baſeſt oi our pcople,then to be 
a Prieſtyea a prieſtly Lord-Bithop)1 caniudge no 
otherwiſe of you, but thar you hauc nor kepte the 
waics of [chouah, gone out of the way, cauſed ma* 
ny tufall by the law,and corrupt<d the couenant 
of Lcuy, And will you fill convinuenn theſe rank 

rettions,God {orbidde. Be awakened nowe at the 
| TTY 66s W:icrevnto you are called.Vn- 
dergorthat calling no longer which you are not a. 
ble ro diſcharge , I ſpeake vntoyou all, even vnto 
you that will be accounted Lord-Buſhops, thuugh 
it bee tothe Lordes® diſhonour. Letthe curſle of 
damned ſoules cleaue no longer vnto you. For it 
percethdeeply . Youarc one day to giuca recko- 
ning for your mercilefle dealing with pore ſoules, 
Ler not the wicked Papiſts haue anye more cauſe 
co vpbraid the ignorice of our people,as they haue 
doneinthat pamphler which they threwe abroad 
thelaſt year,ro ſeduce our ſimple people. The con- 
futation wherof (if legendarie fables wherewyth 
charskroul 1s fraught, the tranſlation of ſome part 
of R.P. his reſolution,of Didachus Stella,Dionyft- 
us Carthuſ, deſerueth a confurationyl ſhall publiſh 


whenthe Lordſhall giue oportunurie, If their = 
. tiſh., 
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eiſh ſaunders will not mooue youylet the wordes of 
Paule ſtirre you forward, whereby frem heauenin 
moſt Patheucall and carneſt fort he ſpeakerh vnto 
cucric one ofyou ſcucrall;, in the perton of Tuno- 
thic * (41) 1 adiurc or charge thee therefore ſayth 4 2-Tim» 4.2.2, 
he, before Gad, and before the Lord Iefus Chriſt, 4? 
preach the woord, be inſtant in ſesſon-and out of 
ſeaſon, improue,rebuke,exhort, with a!llong ſufte- 
ring and cocrine , Obey this charge,or deubtles, 
moſt irkſom thalbe your dinatin. is wmnora ſhame 
that Ieremie may cryc, * that cur lat:de is dehiled 
by ſuch as you are, yca & in my t.culchaue lfound 
their wickednes, ſaith lehcuah? Arcnct we the ines 
habitaunrs of Wales, as cd:ous inthe fight of our 
Gcd as theinhabirants of Gor:mworcah, ſceinghe 
* ſeeth filrh.inces in you our prophets , and cuerie cTere.$.14. 
of you from the greateſt ro the lo-veft, 15 giuen to 
couctouineſle , and dealerh taliclie. * And what <4 Tere.23.14. 
with your Joutring,idlenef]c,infutticiencic,and cull 

life,* you ſtrengthen the hanas ot; rhe wicked, that e Iud.r1. 
none can rerurne from 15 vickeanes, Wobevnto 

you all, for you hauefollowed the waye of Caine, 

and are caſt away by the deceir of Baalams wages, 

Woe bee vnto you that account ir pleaſure ro liue 


b Icre.27.1. 


; delitiouſly for aſcaſon, vppon the price of ſoules, 


youſhal receue the wages of vnrigt:teouſnes,' we , 
\ . * Ta # 2.Per,2.u3. 

ping and gnathing of tecth inthe pit of hell. Whar pci... 

comfort is it for you to forſake the right way for a 

litle worldly promotion, ſecing the blacknes of c- 

verlaſting deſtruQion is reſerued for you ? Whar 


| maye hir Maicſtic and the H, L L. of hir counſell, - 


thinke you to be, burthe curfſed ſhepheards thar 
ſcatter their flockes , ſecing you haue not turned 


; your people from their euill waies.” Ieremy proo= þ Jerem 33.22 
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ueth you to beſuch , Thereforewo be to the ſhep- 
« hear ds 
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heards of Wales,faich Ichouah,which feede theme 
ſclucs,ſhould not the ſhepheards feed their flocks, 
you cart the fat and cloath you with the wool], *bur 
you feede not th: flocke, The ſentence pronoun*+ 
ccd by rhe Lord againſt you” ſhalbe execured with 
out doubt inthe time thereof, if you conrinue ſtill 
in your vngodlye courſe. Take this from mee allo, 
that vnlef{e you forſake your idlenes, thoſe perſo- 
nages and thoſe chaires of peſtilence wherein you 
fir, l mean your Biihops ſeas will ſpue you our, And 
the Lorde I hope will make them ſo abaominable, 
and reprochfull, that all men fearing God, will be 
afraid h2reafter to enter into thoſe ſcas of Dauids, 
Aſaph, Bangor, and Landaft, by reaſon of the cha- 
racer of ſure deſtruion, thathee will imprint on 
as manic as ſhall ſupplic your places . Andl truſt 
in the Lord leſus,to lee his church florith in wales, 
whenrthe memorie of Lord-Bithops are buricd in 
hell whence they came. Beare witnefſe hereof you 
adges to come, And giuc you ouer your places,or 
doutleſſe,the plague and curfſe of God will cat you 
vppe , You are viurpers , youtyrannizc ouer the 
Lords people. 

I hauec other things ro do then to be a contenti- þ 


' ous man, one with whome the whole world ſhould 
: be ardebate, andlam = vnto my ſelfe of fins, 


which giue me iuſt cauſe to look vpon the ground: 
I haucalſo a life,whereof thereis no cauſel thanke 
GodIthould bee weary, notwithſtanding this I of- 
fer,to looſe the life of my body before man,and rhe 
life of my ſoule before the Lord, ifI do norprooue, 
that both you our non-reſidents, and you our Lord 
Biſhops of VVales,in that you be non-reſidents and 
Lord-Biſhops,cannot bewarrantedby gods word: 
yea, or vetetly condemaed by the ſame, and at 


3 
all magiſtrates whotollerare ſuch as you are,tobe 
vnder their gouernment, are guiltic of a fearcfull 
ſinne before the Lord. And thatthe Pope of Rome 
hath as good warrant, yea the verie ſame warrant, 
for his papall dignitic (although Iknow three dif- 
ferences betwceene you and him: firſt,hce is a pro- 


felled [dolater, ſecondlie, claimeth authority oucr* 


all paſtors:thirdly, is ſubie& to no ciuill magiitcat) 
that you haue for the maintenance of your papall 
hierarchy ouer althe Paſtors in your dioces,which 
indeed is palpable Anarchic in Gods church. 1t I 
proue not thelcthings,let me be burnt aliuc,cal me 
romineanſwere when you wil, & thus 1 leaue you. 
As for you,our dumbe miniſters, I know you tor 
the moſt part tobe ſeclic men , poare ſoules, that 
made the miniſtery, a meanesto liuc in the world. 
What ſhould I ſay-vnro you, who maye ſay of your 
ſclues, as did the fooliſhe Prophetes. Though wee 
weare a ſurplice,& black garments ro deceiucy*(42) 
yetarewe burplainc husbandmen,&c. Surclic the 
cople maye aske counſell as weil of their threſh- 
Caktear defire their ſ{taffes to teach them know=- 
Iedze, as come ynto you for anic inſtrution. You 
areno miniſters as I haue, and againe wil prooue, 
you do moſt villanouſly prophane the ſacraments, 
andcallfor the wrath and vengeance of God to be 
powred vponyou. (43) Giue ouer your places, or 
ſurely, I donot ſec ho! it is poſſible you ſhould be 
ſaucd. Better werc itto luc poorelye heere fora 


; Time, then to be damned for cuer. Ir is reaſon your 


outward eſtate ſhould bee confidered. The Lorde 
will prouide for you, your wiues, and chidren,ifof 
conicience you leaue the miniſtery,and the magi- 
ſtrate is boundnot toſee you want, You live nowe 
vppon ſtealth, ſacriledge, and the ſpaile of ſoules 

D The 
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The Lord open your cics my brethren, the people 
of VValcs, to ſee theſe your plagues, and ro auoid 
them, Itis ynpoſſtble you ſhould be ſaucd as Jong 
as you content your {clues with thele men & their 
miniſterie alone. And the Lord open your Honors 
cies to reforme thele confuſtons. 

What the eſtate of my countrieis , before the 
Lordcl hauc hitherto ſhewed, nowe inthe face of 
the world, howirt ſtandeth let vs conſider. That the 
moſt congregations in V Vales, hauc wanted prea- 
ching theſe nine and twenty yeres, I take irgraun- 
red.1heircaſc being thus,l rremble ro cal ro mind 
what cenſure the holic ghoſt gituerh of allthem, a- 
mongeſt whome the Goſpell of ſaluation hath nor 
bin preached. Theſe two places ot ſcripture(Epheſ, 
1.13.&2.11.17.)conferred togither,ſhew that rhey 
are without Chriſt, aliants tro the common. welth 
of I{racl,hauc no hope,and are withourGeod in the 
world(for thcic be the veric wordes of tlic apoſtle) 
who haue ner heard cf the word preached. VVere 
the Prophcr lonas thennowliningamong vs,wold 
he not crie cur? O you people of Walcs,you are al 
reprobars and caſt-aivays,O you peopleof Wales, 
you are aliaunts {rom tne cemmunion cf the true 
Churche, O you people of Wales, you arc nor fo 
much as cncluded within the coucniitof promiſe, 
you are without al hope of heaucniy ths,O ye peoe 
ple of Wales harſocuer you pretend ofthe know- 
ledge of the rruc God, you are in very deede ſtarke 
athciſts & without god,as many ot you as ſince the 
time you came out ofthe d2n of id:latricand Po- 
peric , were not made pertakers of the power of 

God to ſaluaticn, which is the goſpell, Ota truth, 

my brethren, there is no other true cenſure to bee 

giuen of yow(44)Forit is impoſſible ro make a o=_ 
ACC 
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face of a Church appear amongthar nation, which 
hath profeſſed falſe religion (as you haue done vn- 
der poperie) without the preaching of the woorde, 
which you haue not enioyed. In this place,l am ſo- 
rie,l am ſorie from my heart,that the miſerable c- 
ſtare of my poore countrey attoordeth the aduer- 
faric ſuch a demonſtration,to prouc,thar we want 
the outwarde face ofa church inthe moſt aflem- 
bliesin Walzs, as I know to be vnanſiverable. The 
maiks ofa true church,* out ofour ſaujour Chriſts 
owne wordes are gatheredto be three, the woord 
preached , the right adminiſtratiomot the Sacra* 
mentes, and the ourtwarde torme of gouernement, 

Now if an Idolatrous dog of Reme thould afhrme, 
that the moſt congregations in Wales, fince the 

timethcy were Romith ſinagagues,haue bin mar=- 

Fed with neither ofthcſe three tormer markes,and 

therefore muſt bee written in the blacke bill of in- 

ſufficiencic, ro be churches of God, hee were able 

ro prooue bath the one and the other,and we with 

confuſion of face ſhould bee driven with Hezcl:tas 

ſcruants to anſwer this Rabſhakerh nor a werd. For 
> 2las,whar might be our anſverc:*Begorren again 
out ofthe wombe,of popery by the word preached, 
moſt of our aſlemblies haue nor beene. As for Di- 
ſcipline, our Prophets arc nor aſhamed pub likclie 
to profefl:, rhatthey willnotbec reformed by ir, If 
we would flic vnto the teſtimonies rhar wee mighe 
haue from the Sacraments, the Lor! himſelfe will 
dcnie it ro be poſſible for them, ro have benerightr- 
lic vied among vs. Which I vil preueby many rea- 
ſons, that my countrey-men may be driucnto ſeek 
the remedie (ifanye thing can driue them) of ;uch 
a piti'ull condition, as wherein they nowe arc, (be- 
18g vithoutthe woord, without the rrue vie of the 
2 Sacra. 
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Sacraments, without Chriſtes holy gouernement) 
by the knowlege of that rightcous one, who is ſaid 
*rhereby to iuſtite many, Lerno man doc me the 
iniuric, to report that I denic anye mcmbers of 
Chriſt robe in Wales,l proteſt I haue no ſuch mea- 
ning ,and would die vpon the perſwaſion, that the 
lorde hath his choſen in my deare countric, andl 
truſt che number of them will be dailic increaſed. 
Tocometo the point, affirme tharrhe lords holy 
Sacraments , in the moſt churches within Wales, 
are ſubie& vnto moſt horrible profanation,as well 
on the behaltc ofthe reader,wlo adminiſtrerh the, 
as the pcople who communicate. So that areading 
miniſter(45 )cannot deliuer the Lords holie ſcales 
vnto tie people withour great ſacriledge , nor the 
people receue at the hands of ſuch, withour dread- 
fullfins, And thatnort onely becauſe the outward 
elements is adminiſtred without the woorde, cuen 
vntoa people whoneuer hadde Chriſt Ieſus laid 0= 
pen vnto them in all their hues:bur alſo in as much 
as they are deliuered by theſe perſons, vnto whom 
the Lord neuer warranted by his word the vnder- 
taking of that funRion.Now that the Lord alowes 
none of our bare readers to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, I haue before ſhewed by the manitold rea- 
ſons alleadged to prooue them no miniſters,and a= 
gaine, do manifeſt by theſe following, Defiring my 
godliclearned & reuercnd brethren, who are con» 
trarie minded, to examin my reaſons by the word, 
& as they ſhalbe found, to thinke of the concluſion, 
I dealc notin this argument of anie ſingularitie, 
bur becauſe I knowe , that vnleſſe theſe emprye 
caskes be ſuncke vnder water, Chriſtes kingdome 
15 neucr likely ro ſwimme. 
Thatmy reaſons may be the better ynderſtoods 
we 
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weare to marke : firſt, that all men being alike vne- 
qually capable of the miniſterie by nature,none are 
to yndergo this calling, ſauc onely they,whome the 
Lorde in his worde hath pronounced to be capable 
hercof., Againe, wee are to knowe, that wee ought 
to account none to be a miniſter,whome the Lorde 
accounteth not to bee ſuche : for, muſt Gods ordi- 
naunce, or mans pleaſure take place in that choice? 
Sothar although all the Churches vnder Heauen, 
\houlde make him a miniſter , whom the Lord de- 
nicth co be capable of that funRtion, itis nothing, I 
aſlume then, that no bare reader is capable of the 
miniſteric before GOD , Confirmed, * becauſe the 
Lord hath not qualified him with gifts fitte for that 
funtion, and therefore he neither is miniſter, nor 
ought to be acknowledged of Gods people as a mi- 
niſter , Out of this concluſion I reaſon , whoſocuer 
receyue the ſacraments at their hands, whom they 
ought not to acknowledge miniſters, they linne. 
Dumb miniſters , (I doo nor tie my lelfe vnto exact 
formes in my ſyllogiſmes) ought not ro be acknow- 
ledged miniſters, - 2au65A it1s a finne ro commu- 
nicate with them, which no man ſhoulde committe 
to ſaue his ſoule , muchlefle to receiuc the ſeales 
of ſaluation , Yea, but we muſt acknowledge them 
miniſters for their outward callings ſake, This obie- 
Rion is nothing elſe bur a denaall of the concluſion. 
Notwithſtading thus oucrthrow it:they of(2 )whoſe 
miniſteric there is anullitic before God, although 
they haue an outward calling , oughtnor tobe ac- 
counted miniſters,aind theretore not robe commuUs- 
nicated with, For, may we allow of that wherof the 
Lord diſlikech? Where is our warrant: The Church 
can not make good a meaner thing than this,as for 
example:The Church maketh an inceſtuous con» 
3 tract, 
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ra&, rhe parcies are marricd, I demaund wherher 
the marriage b: allowable, or they inceſtuous per- 
fons ſtill? Allmen, Iknowec willcric for a diuorce- 
ment, Now there is as vngodly a match made be= 
rweene arcadcr and an holic congregation, muſt 
ir ſtand becauſc the church alloweth of it > Or may 
the congregation vie himinthe ſ:craments oro- 
ther ductics cflential vnto a miniſter*Our vpon ir, 
Ro: fer the contrat was inceſtuous,and therefore 
not effctuall. The afſumprio is,that of an inſuffici- 
cnt mans miniſteric there 1s a nu!litic before God, 
though he hauc an inwarde calling, becauſcitwas 
neuer any thing as yer in his fight, 

Tothis purpoſc,weare tocallco minde,thatin a 
miniſter there is requized, firſt an outward calling 
contained in the ſufficiencic of gifts, * and the wil- 
lingneſſe ro praftiſe them : ſecondly , anoutwarde 
which the church according vnto the ordinaunce 
of God is togiue onelie where the Lorde will haue 
itbeſtowed,and not elſc-where. This outward cal. 
ling being once g-uen, canberaken away by none 
but by the Lord, who gaue it.For the calling is nor 
from man,bur from the Lord by the hands of man, 
25 by an inſtrument. Where allo wee lJearne twoo 
ebings: firſt, that he is nora miniſter according vns 
to Gods ordinance, which wanteth cGither of theſe 
callings. Now (3) I askethe queſtion, whether the 
ſacramcnt may be receiued at his hands,who wan- 
reth, bur that which man cangiuz vato him,to wir, 
his outward calling ? Inno wiſe, And may we then 
rec21ue at his hands, who is deZitute of the inward 
graces , whichneither man nor aunge!l can giue? 
VYnreaſonable : ſecondlie, wee lcarne that of thoſe 
m<nne who haue an ourwarde cal linge , there bee 
two ſortes , whoſe miniſterye 1s annihilared before 
God, 
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God, though all the world ſhould go about ro make 
it 200d. The firſt is of thoſe , who hauing an inward 
and an outward calling, are notwithſtanding repcl- 
led from this function . And they are cither ſuch,as 
from whom the Lordin his ſecrer prouidence hath 
taken away their htneſle ro teach,*or thoſe, who by 
ſoine notorious ſinne, haue fruſtrated their calling, 
whome the church vppontheir AIP: oughr 
ro recciue as brerhren, but ncuer as miniſters. The 
{ſecond fort of thoſe w hoſe vuryvard caling,is no bet- 
ter than abhominabl: incenle in the lords noſtrels, 
1s of them,who neuer had anic ab!litic for the minu- 
ſerie, as infants, aumbe men by nature, dumbe 
menin regarde of their in'ufficiencie to vtter the 
Lordes meſſage . The outward calling ofthele,yca, 
by all che presbyrerics in the worlde , is bur a ſcale 
preſt yppon water, which will recciue noimpreſii- 

on . Howe much eſſe authenticallis a corrupt cal- 
lingto be accounted ? The rcaſon for the defence 

of the outward calling of :doll-minifters , Which is 
faves fromthe exa: m ple of the prophets,” who did 
notdifluade the people of cher time trom the dumb 
dogs,againſt whom they c11c our, is lo ſcelic, that 
it deleruethno anſiwore, For wee reade,, « that the 
people lining in Ifaizh his owne time ,, cither vnder 

Hin 2212, lotham, or Achas, who was the greareft 
adue clarie tat cuer the dumb Leuites had, netner 
burnc incenſe nor oftered burnt oticrings vato the 
God of Iſracl;,miſle nor toreade the place®, Where 
didde Ifaiah reprocue this ? Nu where that wee can 
reade. Now what an horrible thing were it tor a 
nes to expell the publike ſeruice of God cur of 

is dominion, or ncgiett rhe ſame , 2:1d lefend this 
pratite as approoucd by the word.b: caute the Pro. 
pliers did not reprooue the like ftane commurted in 
their 
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their dayes, and yetthis reaſon woulde haue ſome | 
moreſtuffe init, than the other for the dumbe mi-  » 
niſterie? I coulde be well asJarge in ſhewing the F 
inſufficiencie of the reaſon, as I haue beene already 2 
in the whole treatiſe . But I make ſome conſcience 
of being tedious, and therefore I content my ſelfe 
with this I haue ſpoken,being ready|many wayes to 
make the weakeneſle of it appeare when it ſhall be | 
requiſite, I go forward. 2 
They (4) of whom the Lorde ſaith, *Ihauenor Þ& * 
ſent theſe, alchough they runne, I haue giuen them | * 
no commitſſion to deliver a Sacrament, althoueh 
they are permitted to profane the outward ele- 
ment, are no miniſters, and ir is a ſinne to commu- 
nicate with them . They are no miniſters, becauſe 
the Lord ſent them not. Do not miſtake me,*for a 
wicked hypocrite is ſomert:mes ſent of the Lord, Ir 
is a ſinne to receiue at their hands, becauſe we can 
notground our aſſurance ypon the Lords promiſe, i 
that we may haue a Sacrament by their muniſterie, | 
For the Lorde hauing giuen them no allowanceto | 
deliver the ſame , hauec we anie promilc to recceiue i} ca 
irof them? Sothat the Lorde may ſay vnto vs; re- AJ "Þ 
ceiue and you will , of vnpreaching miniſters, for W®? 
aughr you knowe, it is no ſacrament. Another rea- {© 
ſon, (5) whatſocuer is not of faith is ſinne, burto W"? 
communicate with vnſufficient men, is not of faicrh, Wc 
bicauſe we haue no promiſe that they can deliuer vs le 
the Sacraments,and therfore to communicate with W*" 
ſuch, is a ſinne.. Againe we (6) haue no warrant to ke 
recciue an © extraordinary ſacramet,but that which WA 
is adminiſtred, by ignorant muniſters, is an extraor- 
dinaricſacramentr,if itbe any. (Becauſe, according 
ynto the ordinance of God, a preacher is onelie to 
dcliuer the ſame) therefore we haue no watrant to 
receme 
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71k | 
reccize it . And whatdate wee vndertake with our 
watrant from che Lordes mouth? Belike then, will 


fome man ſay, that is rio Sacrament which hath bin = 


adminiſtred by theſe who were not preachers, and 
the moſt nowe living in this age, are cithernor 


. & baptized, or muſt be rebaprized:The diſgrace that is 
Z brought vpon the cauſe, as thovgh it vent aboute 


rocnforce rebapriſation,'is eafilic wiped away . For 
the ation performed is nor denicd to be a ſacramet: 


though it were, yet I would wiſh none tobe rebapti- As Tdonet de 


ny that whijche 


| zed,for many cauſes, Firſt,weare already recciucd jth bene done 


into the boloine of the church,and acknowledged fo t bee @ ſacra- 

haue the ſcale of the coucnant, in as much as wee meiite. of any 

were once offered and recciucd into the number of em by es 

the godly, by the outward clement, though corrupt- ,itgand him, 

lie. To what ende then ſhoulde bapritrac ſerue vs 

againe ? Secondly, the ab{olute necelttice of bap- 

nlme to faluation by rhis meancs might ſeeme to 

be maintained , Thirdly, leaſt we ſhoulce feeme to _ 

agree with the hcrericall Karabaptiſts . Fourchlye, Tfrbeſe reafons 
PT can by: anſwe- 

other Churches haue nor publikciic decided the ,,.q. 1 en. 

cauſe. Fiftly, that the praftiic ſhoulde not inforce ther herefie nox 

them to be +47 are , which havc becne alreadic <crror iInbeing 


$ baptized, by ſuch as had commiſlion iromn the Lord rebapuzed. 
| rodcale in thoſe myſteries . Laſtly , they who (be- 
Wing own the age of diſcretion) haue beene bapti- 


zcdby idoll-miniſters, are cither called or not cal- 
ledtofaſuation :if called,why lould hey be rebap- 
tized, ſeeing alreadie they hauc beene made pana- 
kers of the outward clement, and accounted in the 
nuaber of chriſtians > If not called, neither ſhould 
they be baptzzed;vntill chey declared by their works 


gtharthey Wete Gods children.Concerning the con- 


[@rouerlie then}, whether the clement adaitniftred — +. 
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their dayes, and yetthis reaſon woulde haue ſome 
moreſtuffe in it, than the other for the dumbe mi- 
niſterice? I coulde be well asJarge in ſhewing the 
inſufficiencie of the reaſon, as I haue beene already 
in the whole treatiſe . But I make ſome conſcience 
of being tedious, and therefore I content my ſelte 
with this I haue ſpoken,being ready|many wayes to 
make the weakenefle of it appeare when it ſhall be 
requiſite, I go forward. 

They (4) of whom the Lorde faith, *Ihauenor 
ſent theſe, alchough they runne, I haue giuen them 
no commiſlion to deliuer a Sacrament, although 
they are permitted to profane the outward ele- 
ment, are no miniſters, andir 15 a {finne to commu- 
nicate with them . They are no miniſters, becauſe 
the Lord ſent them nor. Do not miſtake me,' for a 
wicked hypocrite is ſomer:mes ſent of the Lord Ir 
1s a finne to receiue at their hands, becauſe we can 
not ground our afſurance vpon the Lords promile, 
that we may haue a Sacrament by their miniſterie, 
For the Lorde hauing giuen them no allowanceto 
deliuerthe ſame, hauc we anie promiic to receme 
irof them? Sothat the Lorde may ſay vnto vs; re- 
ceiue and you will , of vnpreaching miniſters, for 
aught you knowe, it is no ſacrament. Another rea- 
ſon, (5) whatſocucr is not of faith is finne, butts 
communicate with vnſufficient men, 1s nor of faith, 
bicauſe we haue no promi!c that they can deliuer vs 
the Sacraments,and therfore to communicate with 
ſuch, is a ſinne. Againe we (6) haue no warrant to 
recciue an © extraordinary ſacramet,burt that which 
is adminiſtred, by ignorant miniſters, is an extraor- 
dinarieſacrament,ificbe any, (Becauſe, according 
ynto the ordinance of God, a preacher is onelie to 
deliver the ſame) therefore we haue no watrant to 
recewe 


*x 
receite t., And what@are wee vndertake with or 
watrant from the Lordes mouth? Bclike then, will 
me man ſay, that is no Sacrament which hath bin + 
2dminiſtred by theſe who were not | Pre eachers, and 
the moſt nowe lming in this age, are either nor 
baptized, or muſt be rebaprized. The erſgrace that is 
UrO! tight ypon the cauſe, as thovgh it \ cn t aboute 
ty enforce rebapriſation, 1s eallic v ped away . For 
the ation periormed is not denicd to be a ſacran ct: | 
though it were, yet I would with none tobe rebapti- = - ae wy = 
red,for many cauſes, Firſt,ve are ai Iready recciued hath "be - x yore 
mo the botoine of the churc h,and acknowledged to w bee a facra- 
pg of the coucnant, 1n as much a» v ce mente, 1f any 
rec once vitered and re hace; mro rhe number of _ pou ITE 
be nor, | wil not 
_ div, by the ourwar clement, thou Ry * vithſtand him, 
lie, T'o what ende then ſouide bapriſrac ferue 
2gainic ? Secondly, the aviclute necetIttic of bap- 
ulneto faltation by y this mcancs might ſeemeto 
be maintained , Thirdly. leaſt we lhoulCe ferme t = 
42TCe W: t the herericall Karabaptilts » Fourth] C.  Iftheſe reaſons 
rr cheg | —___ PS 7 ir 4. 2 Can D': anfives 
other Churches hauc not PuLkyciie dccldcd the ren 
cauſe, Fittly, that the practric ſhoitlue not inforce thei herefienor 
them to ve rebaptizcd , whiicahavcocine alreadic error Inbeing 
vaptized, iv fuch as had co ommitl Niro the Lord T*O3puzod. 


todcale in thoſe m 11 lte ries. Loſliy, they who (bes 
mg now inthe age of diſcretion ) tavebuene bapti 

red by idoll- miniſters _ are cithzr called or nn; cal- 
led to faluation : 1f « ld. hr (11 _—_— Ce rebap- 
tized ſeeing alceadie they haue beene made pan a- 


| kers of the outward clement. and: 2ccounted in the 
' nttawber of chriſtians > Ifnot called. neitker ſhould 
they be baptized, vntill che; 4 hare by their works 
tharthey were Gods children.Concerning the con- 
trouerlic then, whether the clement adaitniſtred 
by an iprorant nan, be 4 ſacramment,being once de- 


Iz O uczed, 
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deliuercd, I would withe all mcn in modeſtic to ab- 
ſaine from {o vngodlic a iar, becauſe it tendeth rot 
to edificaion , and ic is not the point , it ts not the 
queſtion. A priuate communion miniſtred ro one 
alone may be a jacrament . What then? are men to 


any thing that | 
5 Y eleh; in the Defore conuinced for a ſinne, and again is thus pro- 


wordgthatthey ued tobe noleſle. It (9) is a franc, enher trorcceme 
_ deliucr no the Sacraments at the handes of thule,who are not 
acrament,and miniſters, or to teſtifie them to bee miniſte ers, YNtoO 


et that which | ay 
ath bene aone Whom the Lord hath denied that funftion.Bur they 


by them may be that communicate with dumbe miniſters comm ute 


be a, facrament, either of theſe ſinnes . It they ſaye they doe net re- 4 


and what con- (.;116 ar their handes who are not Min: ters, then 
rrarietic is there 


id theſe aſſert; FREY teſtifie them to be miniſters, and {O are fonnde 4 
ons. to gaine-ſay the Lord, For they {ay readers arc mi- Þ 


niſters,the Lord faithno. Whether ſhall we beleue? 
That the Lord ſayth no, and prooueth it no,] thus 


2 Mark.28.mar. prooue , Hee ſayth that there ion miniſter, * buta | 


DO ONED: preaching miniſter by his inſtitution. If it be thoght 
POnen'D other-wiſe, then it muſt be prooued that the Lorde 
in his word hath ordayned(c!s the confuſion that c- 
uery privatma may adminiſter the ſacramCrs mutt 
enſue) two ſortes of miniſters todeliucr the ſeales 
of ſaluation, the one preachers, the other nor able 
co preach, Shew an ynpreaching miniſter our of the 
woord, andI will yee]de. Out of this reaſon, manie 
arguments might bec drawen. As firſt,that readers | 
CITES n_ (8) arc not miniſters of ® ſaluation, and therefore | 
14.2-pet.2.5, ®Vght not to deal with the ſcalcs thereof Secondly 


Jo. 1 q- 3.PCT, '2 oF, 
& 3.22. whcy 


receiue at home beeing ſicke ? No, for it is a fintull 
breach of Gods inſtitution, In like fort, Bapriime,or 
the Lords {upper adminiſtre:! by a dumb numiſter, 
1 affirme rea- may be a ſacrament,1 s it ther fore Jawfull ro receive 
ders tobe n® jt, In nowile, beciuls itisa fnne, and thacis {uſh- 
miniſters,& for —; itto terrific anic from that action, It hath beene 


Fe | 
þ 
"£ 
? 
{7 
b 
PC 
7 

% 
F 


md 3 
$ 
% 


33 
they can not (4) increaſe our vnion with Chriſte, 
Thirdly, are of them ſelues miniſters, (10) of dam- 
nation onely, becauſe that keeping men from the 
foode of life, they ſtarue them , and to worke their 
damnation with manye other which | omitte, ſauce 
theſe following, We neither(t 1) ouphr ro receme at 
ricit handes, neither ought they rodcliver the Sa- 
craments vato Vs, who haucnot power by vertue of 
their publike miniſterice to engraffe an intide!] into 
Chriſt . Bare'readers haue not this power. For by 
vertue of the publike miniſterie , thts 1s the proper 
worke ofa Preacher, thereforc they neither ought 
! todcliuer the facramentes vnto vs, neither ought 
we to communicate with them. Furcher, (12) they 
chat come toa publike miniſter rather then ro a pri- 
vate mai for the feales of faluation, either profanc- 
lie conſider not what they doe, or profeſle that they 
would hauec the afſurar.ce of no other ſaluarion.and 
no other Chriſt, then of thar Chrift, and that !alua- 
tion, whereof hee that adminiſtreth hath warraunt 
from the Lord to afſure them off . This warrant be- 
cauſe meere readcry haue not, itfolloweth thar in 
communicating with them, men either profanclic 
confder not whar they doe , or make chovce ofa 
fi!ſe Chriſt, ahd a deceiyable faluarion.' Becauſe 
they will have no other Chniſt, and no other falua- 
tion then that Chriſt, and that ſaluation, the ſeales 
whereof ignorant miniſters hauc commiſſion from 
theT.opd ro deliver, which indeede is no Chriſt and 
no uation, I.aftly (13) Where as by Baptiſine I am 
-yned vnco the focictic of Chriſtians , I declare 
Thereby that if there bee” no ſaluation to be hadde 


among them, I willnot be faued, bur am contentro ' 


bc a caſt-away for evier;” Nowe alacke ifhe that ad- 
muraſtceth, hath no warrantto recciue me into this 
3 company, 


It 


aRom.10,14. 
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company , What comfort can I haue by that atipn, 
Though the Lord in mercic make it an authenricall 
Sacrament, I couldbe alſurcd of no ſuch thing, My 
good brethren, conſider therefore what you ; 4h in 
permitting your children to bee baprized by your 
dumbe miniſters,confider what you do 1n recei1uing 
the Lords Supper,at their handes, Would you hauc 
your children ingraffed into(your {clues aflured of ) 
no other Chriſt,then theſe your ſimple readers can 
lJaic open? If you would, aduenture no more to deal 
with them, Ofa truth my brethren,your finne hath 
bene alrcadic vnmeaſurably great. Repent,repent, 
and that berimres, Fall downe before the Lorde, de- 
ſire him to forgiue you . And inne no more in this 
execrable protanation of Gods holic miltcries; La- 
bour to haue true Paſtors placed ouer you, and reſt 
not yntull you haue broghr this to paſle.In the mean 
time cariie your children a 1000, miles xoatrue 
miniſter of God to bee baprized , rather then offer 
them vato your higrlings , Yea if you cannor when 
you haue done al you can, get baptiſme without the 
breach of Gods inſtitution (as God be thanked, you 
way vader her Maicſtie) !caue them vnbaprized, An 
intollerable peach (will lame ſay) in this age ; Im- 
pudent and.yugod]y age,wherein to affirmc, that ir 
15not lawſull to, þreake the lawe of the eternal], 1s 
thought intollergble . Is it nyt prooucd a(1) ſinne to 
communicate with our wicked blind Paſtours, and 
hath this age,any diſpen{grion to ſine, Hhuzzah(z) 
th ould not haue oftended,for not ypholding theark 

although the ſame hadde beene broken in ſſuvers, 
where as the veric touching of it_, contraxie to the 
commaundement of God,. en to tayc it Fon fal- 
ling, coſt him tus. life . Andhall wee.Cfrape ,H wee: 
breake Gods holy inflituuon iithe Baptune ofoury 
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by mioyning of them. 


children., aNuxedlic no.. To (3) omirre a finne is no 
finne,and therefore to owitre baptiſme, if ut cannor 
be gotten withour finne, is Jawtull, It(4)is nor the 
} omiſſion, by the careleſic and negligent fecking 
offend notthis way in amie caſe, er the wilfull or ve- 
ter contempt of Baptiſmc,thar diſplcaicth the Lord, 
The lf{raclites (5 ſhould haue ſinned in offering *ſa- 
rifice our of leruſalem, and theretore all the time 
of their captiuitie in Baby !on, they would be with- 
but that comfort of their faith rather then off&d, So 
ought we rather ro want the ſacraments,then ſinne 


Your Honour 15 cited in this proce my Lord, be- 


G 
of 
W/ 


fore Gods tribunall ſeat, and charged inthe name 
ofthe exercall and almightic God, as you ſhall an. 
fvere at the dreagfull daic, of iudgement, that you 
uſſer yorhis-holig miiteries any more to bee prota- 


| ned,where your authority may wirhſtand the ſame, 


g this pollution, The Lorde g 
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Y fnderſtanding heart. Remc 
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8 your God Wuh Moſes, antlf 
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# Awordof your mouth might reſtraine.the flood of 


we you afeching and an 
mber the godhe rules, 


| andnovle men that haue beene before you. Moſes, 
f Ichoſhuah, D anid, .yalomon, [ehoſaphar, Hezekti- 
! ab. Iothiah, Hebedmelech, Nehemiah with the reſt, 


E who nowe reſt with the Lord. * Fall downe before bE«o0.33.31.34. 


p k ).1 
ay, Othis people hauc 


| ſinned a greac finhe, 1n living all this while withonr 
x the word preached, in ſuſſering rheir children to be 
| baptized of ignorant miniſters, thercfore now wilt 
thou pardon theirfinne. © Andnowl beſcech thice, 
let the power of niy Lord appears, as thou haſtſaid, 


lchough is ſlowto anger,&c. Be mercifull I beſcech 
&heec vnto this people, &c. and the Lordel1 truſt will 
anlwere your honour as he did Moſes,l haue pajdo- 


3 


pd them accorgirig Faro thy requeſt, Bleſſed, yea, 


(cn 


r Deur.12.5.4. 
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c Nomb.14.17. 


ren thouſand times bleſſed, were your peopleif you +, 
made ſuch a prayer for them, and recciued ſuchan _ 


anſwere, 


Well, the condicion of my deere ceuntric bee 
ing thus fearcfull before the Lorde, and damaable 
in the ſight ofthe world, what is nowe to bee doone 
thar it may bee bertered? Verily this, procure you 
the woorde preached, for your !elnes and obay the | 
Cane, or cls woe woorth you,woe wootth you, I 
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Magiſtrates,Gentlemen, Miniſters, and people,tor # 


otherwiſe you reicR Telus Chriſt, and wil not haue 


won . 


hum toraigne ouer you. ] hauc ſet downe the one- © ; 
Jie ordinarie waye to ſalauarion, the Lorde, for the * 


mainrenaunce of the eſtate of any of ycu, will nor 
finde another though he may. Thercfore enter in- 
ro this, or be damned . For ſhall the higheſt make 3 
newe decrees, becauſcthe ſonne ofthe clay,duſt; 
and aſhes , baſe and contemprtible man, wyll not ©: 
tread the o1de and auncient pathes? No, 

You muſt not onelie haue the word, bur obey, 
it in cueric point and ſhewe by your g60d workes, | 
thatindecdit hath bene ſowen among you. Thetes 
fore, if you meane to bee like the common profel- 
ſours of theſc dajes, who couengunt before hands 
with che Lord,that their pride and eſtate-muſt bee 
maintained whatſocuer he reqtireth:who ate more 
bulic to weonder at other mens inarmities, then to 
beate downe their owne finnes, who will not dinu- | 
biſh one tor of: their horrible couetouineſle, and op- & 
preſſing of cheir renaunts , looſe one gry'of rheir 
whoorith pompe,and more than curtifanlike braue- 3 
rie, though the truth ſhouldifighe meane rime bee 
gored through with flaunders;preſume not once ts j 
open your mourhes for the woord preached, valeſſe 
you wonlde agFraitatc your owne damnation For Þ 
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* aſſure your ſclues heercofytnar th: popult Idotatess 


the atheiſts and ſwinith: epicurcs ot theic daies, wh 

haue bidden battc} vnto all relivion and honett!e. 
(a! feel of rhe fierce wrath of god inthe lite to coun. 
but as for the mocke-Gods, ] mcane tlic common 
Proteſtants of this age, who thinke they doc a niert- 
torious worke, becaule they intertaine the rod 111 
their fanulics,yca donor expel the fame, ovt of rite 
places where they haue ought to doe, wor bee vnto 
them * for they ſhall be like Corarin, they t}all bee 
like Bethſaida, they (hail bee hike Capernaum. 

The worde preached you [ce you muſt hauc, lie 
according vnto it you mutt, lerue the T.oude as hee 
willeth, m eu-11c point you inuſt, or foalc for £0: 
m your owne contulon . Vithcuities in this cate 
muſt not bee alleadged , torif you ſeeke the Lorde 
with a ſure purpoſe to ſerve him, hee hath miade a 
promi'e to be found of youtt, * Away then with thole 
ſpeaches,how can we be protudee of preacking;our 
huinges are_zmpropriated , policticd by wine, as 
nonrefidents and hictiings, Come by it as you can, 
you ſhall goe to hell, voleiſe you. have it. A goodlic 
matter, 1s there no way to remooue tlicle beatts,b' 
ſupplication to hir Maicltic, &c, and to place bette: 
in theirſteade; Inacelc you will {reke none : Be 11 
you cannot remooue them, Can you veſtowe noe 
more to be inſtrufted in the waz ec of lite, then that 
which law alrcadic hath alienated from vur po! 
fellions, You neuer made account of yourtythes.as 
of your owne. For ſhame beſtow ſore thing that is 
yours, to hauec ſaluation made knowen rnto you. 
Contemne-not the grace of God offered vnto you 
In theſe daies of your peace. For if you refuſe to corn 
yate the Lord os he calleth, behold your anſwer 
when you call for mercy at his handse, There is a 
4 rime 
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2Prou,1.24.30. time * of repentaunce indeedc, but that is limited 


according vito the Lords will and not mans, 
What ſhould I rake the paines to ſhewe howe 
miniſters, and their liuings may bee prouided for m1 


. Wales ? Secring | ſce none readie as yec tocntertain 


the worde, and that which hath bene done hereco- 
fore in this point, 15 not practized . When anye are 
willing to entertaine coun{ell for this matcer,l dour 
nor, bur it will be an caſte conlultation. Nor te doe 
in ſOme place what may bee'doone, becaulſc euerie 
place cannotbee furniſhed with learned miniſters, 
and their luinges is bur to«deride th= Lorde to his 
face, and delude his people of rheir ſaluation, 
The inhabitanrs of thecitie Thaſus, being beſic- 
ved by the Athenians, made a Jawe that wholocuer 
would motion a peaco to bee concluded with the e- 
nemie, ſhdulde die tac death . Their citic began to 
bee diftrefied, the people to perithe, both with the 
ſwoorde and famine. Hegetorides a citizen,pitying 
the cſtare of his countrey,tooke an halcer about his 
necke, came intothe ivdgement place :' Spake, My 
maiſters, d:ale with me as you will, but in any caſe, 
nake PL2ACC with the Arheniaas , renat my countrey 
may be {aued by my death. My ca'c is l:ke this mans, 
I know not my daunger 12 wtiting theſe things. I ſez 
you my dere &natiue countrimen periſh. It pitieth 
me; 1 come with the rope abour my necke ro ſaue 
you, howſocuer it goeth with me;Ilabourthat you 
may haue the Gofpel preachcd among youthough 
ir colt mce my life : Ithinke it well boſttowed . And 
ſeing I ſceke nothing hereby bur the gloxie of God 
and your (aluation, what deuils will beſo fhameles 
as to moleſt mefor this worke, and hinderthe word 
preached. Ifanyfirch (hall bee found, Iwiſhe rhem 
to conlider,before tht deale with me whatthe _ | 
5 - 
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ſle ſerterh downe,"concerning the perſecutours of a x.Thel3.x5, 


choſe thar ſceke for preaching , and the hinderers 
thereof, namely that they plcaſe not God, and are 
enen contrarie vntoall men,an1 this their doing 1s 
a ſealed writing.that the vengeauace of GOD will 
come vypon them to the tull ; Anſwere it howe they 
may. Be it as it will bee, my comfort is the teſtino- 
nie of my conſcience, that in ſimplicitie and fingle- 
nes of heart, not onely, as in the fight ot Gods chal- 
dren (vnto whoſe view and cenſure, this poore la- 
bour is offered) and h15 aungels, but as mn the pre- 
ſence of Telus Chriſt, I hane behaucd my lelfin this 
cauſe, hauing before mine cics that I am one day to 
yeeld an account vnto his maieſty,both of my good 
meaning,and alſo of all circumſtaunces, ouer-fight, 
vaine and idle words, in the ation. Bur alafle,whar 
can proceed fiom me,that taſteth not of old Adam, 
and the bodice of f:inne which l carie about with me: 
wherſocuerT haue offended,cirher in matter or ma- 
ner,lct it be ſhewed, and | will with mince own hands 
deſtroy that which I have built amille, be ſorye tor 
mine ouerſight, the moſt xger cenfurer of my le!fe, 
and thank them from my hearr,who (hall admonitt; 
mee of my fault , Yea, but the tractate concerning 
the [doll miniſterie,tenderh to tirre vp my countri- 
men, hir Mateſties ſubic&s , whereto 7 To feele in 
what a miſerable caſe they are before God,and the 
worlde, being without the word, without the admi- 
niſtration of the ſacraments, and wi. hout Chriſtes 
holie diſcipline,and in regarde thereof, dunifully ro 
cntreat hir Maicſty,and their honors, that it may be 
redrefſed ? Truth ; And woulde ro God they felr it, 
Tomlſlike of the eccleſiaſticall gouernement nowe 
eſtabliſhed among vs? truth, for itis forrain and An- 
tychriſtian for the moſt part, To miſlike of the cuil 
t goucrn- 
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gouernment; That is aſlaunder, and [ dare write ie 
in my forhead for a flander, But why ſhould 1 deaje 
inthis cauſe more ten others: The worthues of the 
Lord before me in preaching ; and writing for a lear- 
ned miniſteric, ye haue dealt herein. It they hadde 
not,this is my rea'on. Though all hir Maicſtics ſub- 
eCts,yea hir faithfuileſt counſellers ſhould conſpire 
againſther highnes,l my clic againitrhem al wold 

defend bir, and her cane rothe lofſe of my life ten 
thouſand times . And thall not I do the like ſeruice 
ynto the Lord? 

Toende, commending you all both honourable. 
worſhiptu ull, miniſters, anc d pe ople, vntothe Lord 
and the worde of his grace,] take my leaue of you in 
thar exhorcation which wee read in Iob.* Acquaint 
your {clues 1 pray you with tic almightic,and make 
peace with him,r nereDy it ſhall go well with youzre- 
cciuelI pray you, the! w of his mouth,and lay vppe 
his wordes in your hens: If you returne vnto him 
you ſhalbe built yppe, if you pur iniquitic farre from 
your 1 pro che almightie ſhalbe your defence, 
you ſhall make your praicr varo him, and hee ſhall 
heare you . Chrif lefus gitue rhem an hea: tro re- 

turne vntorthec, and bc thou founde of them 

for thy mercies ſake, Amen,Amen, 
Amen. yea,come quick- 
ly Lord lefus, 


Your peore countrey-man, who in all duti- 
fu j good will,hath w holy d edicared him 
(elſe to doe you 00d 1 in the Lorde, 


Ioun PreNaAl 


word,as it was in the former impreſli6,without 
the altering or deminiſhing of any one thing,(rarec 
marginall notes added )ſauing the faulrs e/caped un 
the printing . And hauing heere andthere dittuſed 
my reaſonsagainſt the dumb mimiſters,which I per- 
cciue are not fo calilic ro bee gathered ourofrhe 
ſame, becaulc the moſt part of xnc:n were brought 
in for other purpoſes ; | thought good m this place, 
ro ſer them downe [yllogiſtica;!y, ro the 2nd it maye 
appcar vnto the church of wod, no! What grounds 
I denie them to be min. tters, Bur here futt rhe Ratc 
of the queſtion is to be male knowen, which 1s not 
whether our readers be luch, as haue the names, & 
ſupplic the places of min1t-rs, (for he that will nor 


p:clats, ſtealing the names,& intruding themſclues 
vppon the places of miniſters, that 1s, hauing a cor- 
rupt outward calling, be miniſters indcede. So that 
ſor the better vnderſtanding of th:s controuerlic,l 
graunt , thatin our Churche in thoſe dates of hir 
runes, there bee two forres of miniſters, Firſt, a 
miniſter 2WG@VVAGC onely in name, which is not a 
miniſter indeed, Secondly,a miniſter both in name 
and deede: which a!ſ9 is double. Firſt, a miniſter, 
CUr@YUUHS that is, haning not only vypon him the 
name of aminiſter , but a!ſo in himtheſe thinges 
whichare agreeable ynto the name, and ewe the 
ellence and being tnereviito, Secondly, a miniſter, 
Pigw!vnlcy which both carrieth che name,is per- 
taker of the cfſcnce tlicrcof, and laboureth to per- 
form indeed whatſoeuer belogeth vnto his calling, 
onely this manulter is the good miniſter , As forthe 
miniſters guywvLEwc it ihey becnct Þ*;@yv- 0g 


2 they 


Hus 1 haue ſerdowne the exhortation,word for #7 


The (late of the 
1ecſhon 1, whe. 

ther hc be anic 

minitcr at a!l, 


od or Sad wn. 


kw 4 


to whore tne 
Lord :3euer if 
0 ang preach, 
Mar.:8 12.19, 
I denve {::ch 
one to be any, 


2 L.Tim. 3.4.7. 


b 2.King. 23.9. 
Fre b.44.10. 
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they are all of them cuill miniſters. Ofthe whiche 
crue,are all thoſe atrainred with the faults ſpoken a- 
gainſt *in the worde; whome although by the cen. 
jures ofthe Church, they ſhould bee compelled to 
leaue,either theyr faultes, or their miniſterie : yer 
dare not deny to be miniſters,as Jong as the church 
rolleraterh chem, vnleſſe ther offences bee ſuch, as 
preſently there enſucrh® anullitie of their miniſte- 
rie b:fore rhe Lord. Thoſe who are one]y miniſters , 
inname (of which forte by the reaſons following, I 
prooue all our readers to bee) are not miniſters 1n- 
deede, and therefore can by no meanes be accoun- 
red miniſters, Eſpeciallie,ſecing as good and as able 
miniſters alrogether as they arc,might in cull pol. 
licie bee cabliſhed among the ſauadge Caniballs, 
who feed ypon mens ficth, though they ſhould ney- 
ther ſuffer any ro come amongeſt them, that might 
reache them true religion , nor reſorte them ſelues 
where the ſame were profeſſed , For our Liturgic 
booke of Articles , manner of ordaining of Biſhops 
and Prieſts, articles agreed vpon by the cleargie,in 
the conuocation houſe , might bee tranſlated vnto 
rheir roong;& they by a Lord-Archbiſhop or Bithop, 
Caniball, might bee mad Deacons or foule Prieſts, 
to were a ſurplice, a cloake with ſleeues, a rruncke 
gownc,a cap and tipper,and[1 thinke bell and babell | 
(ornaments fit inogh for ſuch deformed coxcombs) 
to read a Goſpell, church women, bid faſting dayes, 
and holy-daics, profane the Sacramentes, praye at 
the buriall of rhe dead , pronounce a curfle againſt 
ſinners vppon aan, and atno time 5 pn 
dainc anew Sacrament of the croſle, inthe profa- 

nation of baprtiſme, viſit the ſicke with a wafer cake, 

and a wine-bortell, read Homilies,pray for the pro- 


ſpetitic of cheeues, pyrates, murtherers,yca,a Pope 
Cardinal], 
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Cardinall, Arch-biſhop, Lord-biſhop, or any other 
enemic of God,& his Church, if he traualle by land 
or by water, and bricflic ro performe wharſocuer «- 
nic reader within wales , by his outwarde calling 1s 
bound to do.Now any reaſonable man would denie 
theſe to be; miniſters : howbeit they enoyed the 
names and roomes agrecable vnto that function, 
AndlI pray yon,what difference ſhoula there de be- 
rweene theſe and our readers,in regard of their mi- 
niſterie ? In their perſons I graunr ſome might bee 
ſhewed,but rhat can be nothing to make their mini- 
ſteric difagree . And this out of all controuerlie is 
moſt true, that no miniſterie can be where true re. 
ligion is nor,no miniſteric can be our of the church, 
as we ſee the miniſtetie of our readers may, For the 
Apoſtle inſeperablie toyneth the gathering toge- 
thcr of the ſaints with the * worke of the miniſteric, 
Where alſo the importunacic of the gdiſtinRion 
chat they are cuii!,that they are maimed miniſters, 
& therfore miniſters is elicr an{wered then propoti- 
ded,by granting the to be cuil! & maymed munilters 
indeed,bur fo cuil and ſo maimed, as they are flatly 
none,& ſo naking 2. kinds of cuill minifters,the one 
ſo euil & ſo maimed as they are none at ai,che othe: 
in deede cull and maymea,bur lo as they want nor 
the hfe , whereby a mmiſter is a miniſter, A Chy- 
rurgion entering iro a campe ot diſcomhred and 
wounded men,ſhouide kkndec them all (it maye bee) 
wounded and maimed it moſt miſerable forte '; but 
ſome ſo maimed, as they were not men , but deade 
corples.The ſame 1s to be {aid of our foiled and mai- 
med miniſterie in this Lande, whercin all.from the 
higheſt tothe loweſt(ſonie few excepred which kepe 
vs from becing hike Sodome and Gomorrahk(thalbe 
found mangled by Sathan(ſorrowfull and de'perate 
$ fight:) 


2 Epncſ.q.u2, 


a Math.:?.19 
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ſight:)in their verie eflencial parrs,but ſome ſo mat- 
med, that they are as dead as the doore natle. Now 
that all oar readers want the very life, eſſence, and 
beeing whereby a miniſter 15 a miniſter, that 15,arc 
not miniſters indced.l prouc by theſe two reaſons, 
and hauec prooued in the booke by the reaſons that 
ſhall enſtie , Whoſoeuer wanteth that life, which 18 

cither preſcribed or included in the word,'to be the 
life ofa miniſter good or bad, hee hath not ſo much 
as the life of a badde mini ſter, much lefſe of 8 good, 

Burour readers want boch tharbife Which is prefcri- 
bed or includedin the worde to be the life of a goed 
miniſter,and that which 15 the life of a bad miniſter. 
Therefore our readers hauc not {o much as the life 
ofabad miniſter,much lefſe of a good ; The propo. 
frion 15 moſt manifeſt. For whence learne we,what 
gructh life and bezing vnto a miniſter,bfr out ofthe 
woorde ? The proofe. of tie aflumptioni 1s thus con- 
cluded. Firſt,there is no cllence of that miniſter,ei- 
ther as a pood or as a bad minifter,/et downe to the 
worde, whereof there 15 at all no mencion made in 
worde , The truth hereof Appius Cxcus might ſee, 
Doth the wordeſhewe what i:fe and beceing hee can 
hauc, whome it denicth tobe ar all?Bur our readers 
are not mentioned in the word as publik miniſters; 
Becauſe the word neuer dremt of that miniſter,vn- 
to whome 1t15not{ayd: go © andrteach, Therefore, 

there isnoeence or life of onr readers mentioned, 
offin the worde,cither as gaod, or as bad miniſters, 

Secondly,there 15 no cflence cr lite of thar miniſter, 
either as a good or as a badde miniſter,fer downe in 
the word, which is butthe ordinance of the church, 
by the ordinance of the church,l mean cuery mini- 
fiery & miniſter, which 15 not read ofinthe word, 
hofſoeucrthe outward calling be ioyned mto it.l 

knowe 
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know that the very outward callingot a miniſter, 13 
not the ordinance of the church, burthe inuiclable 
preſcript ordinarice of G0dgn the deliuery wherof, 

the church 1s but an inſtrument, & 1 can proue ouc 

readers to bz neither the orcinatice of God, nor of 
the church in that ſence,whereby the ordinance of 
the church is tak& ior che ourward calling acording 
to che word; To the alſuniption. But our readers to 
make the mcſt of them, are nv more then the ord! 
nance of the churc;).Therfore there 15no eflenceor 
hf of our readers let downe in the worde, cither as 
good or bad miniſters. The allumprion cucrye man 
will graunt ; Thept opo! Ton is moſt tn me; Becauſe 


241 Cor, 12.4.11- 
that cucrie miniſter © good or*bad,is the ordinance :3.& 4.9.& 9.16. 


ot God.in fuch fort, as tro whome- apc Lorde 17.2 Cor:;.6. 
hath not commitred © the d:ipeniation of his will, Math:2: 25.& 


well he may haue the outward calling of a mir.iſter, * 1:1! -Kom'r2. 
- 6.Frhe:4.11, 


he is indeede no more thenthe ordinaunceof the cgl1ofs.s;. 
Church, and fo wanteth the ve:1ic hte of a-miniſter, b Phil:x.x5.16-r, 


For itis nor the approbation of the Church by the Cor: $-3.15- Mat: 
h 27. 
curward calling, that can g1ue fc vnto that miny- ay en 0 


ſerie which is nor heard oft in the worde. Becaule 1,kn;minifteric 
the outwarde calling g:uern not the lite o1 becing was from God, 
vto a miniſter, but che birth , So that to make a therfore much 
miniſter, therebe two thin: g% IC quire d. Firſt,a being —— 
or life, ack che Lord onely can giue. "FAT" 8 Ce. dome vader ths 
abirth, which the Church as an inſttument of the golpc!]. Marh. 
ordinance of God,is to beſtow ypon him by his out- 2: + 25+ & 81.10 
ward calling. Thcc rwo things are lo cllentially ro 

be required ina miniſter, that whoſocuer w anteth 

either of them,he cannot poſiibly be a miniſter.For 

where is that man that confiſteth enelye of aſoul*, 

or onelye of a bodyc ? where is that man thatn exict 

hadlife ? Or what was is his name that ncuer was 

borne ? whorvpon ic enſueth, that neither he which 

4 wanteth 


21.Cor. x. 


a6 
wanteth either of theſe rwo partes, muſte not pre- 
fume to intermeddle with thoſe aftions, which are 
by the ordinance of Gad,necefarilie ticd fas the \a- 
cramentes arc) vnto him that hath both the lite and 
the birth of a miniſter, nor I aduenture to goe vnto 
him for thoſe things, which he hath no commiſſion 
todclcr.Be a man therefore neuer ſo godlv,ncuer 


fo learnegd,enducd with neuer fo luelye faculties of 


the miniſterie, yer he 15no miniſter in deed, vnlefle 
he hane the ordinaunce of his God vpon him by his 
outward calling, The preacning of the word being 
a pit, _ t d-pending vpon the very ordination 
w5no0tforicd otheperſo 1 of a miniter : but thathe 
winch hath not the cutwarde cailing, may offer the 
trial othis gifts vnto the church in the publik place, 
bis ſpirit? bauing before b-ne {ubie vntothe pro- 
phets, * that 1s, fach as have tudgement todiſcerne 
of his gifts, On the other f1de, beit that a man hauec 
rhe outward calling ot the charch : :yetin deede he 
5 no miniſter, vnle!ie the Lord hath giuen him the 
lite cf a miniſter, by comm irting the woorde of re- 
conciliation vato his h: ands.By this I haue ſer down 
two maine queſtio: 15 which trouble many that fear 
Godin the'c daics are decided. Fiſt, becauſe the 

outward calling is eflennally required 11 a miniſter, 

it t5 therefore choughr of tome to be that, which gy- 
ucth the lite vnto a miniſter , As rhough a childe 
hath noc life 1n the wombe before r de born, or that 
his birzh bz any thing to g.ue him iife : Igraunt in- 
decihart a woman can: ot glorie of the fruit of her 
body ,vneill; ir come to the byrth, forthe bignes of 
thewoombe may proceede of ſome Tympany. Se- 
condlye, in aſmuch as the manner of the efſenriall 
birth of a miniſter,is preſcribed in the worde,which 
preſcript cannot withour ſinne be a!rcred by any,c1- 
ther 
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ther in raking yponrchem the miriſtery,a1 in ip» 
ſing the ſame ypon others, ſome ate lec}ihie carried 
away to thinke them,to be no miniſters which hauc 
not their birth in eueryc point according vntoilhs 
preſcription. The reaſon is no becter,then if I fhould 
denic him to be a true and aliumng chulde, whome 1 
cannot denie to haue the lite &the bitth of a child, 
becauſe hee iflued out at his bir:k by the waye hee Tranqun vie 
ſhould not :if C. Julius had beene taken our at hys 1:8.Czl. 
morhers {ide , thoulde ittheretore bee needlefle ro 
warne him to take heed: ofthe Ides of March? ab- 
{urd. 
The ſecondreafon againſt theſe vntimely births, 
I thus frame ; W hatſocuer miniſterie and mini cr, 
was then vnknowen in the Church, when all tho'e 
callings flowriihed therein, which were in any age, 
ortime appointed by the Lord tobe in the minitte- 
ne; that minyſtecic and min.ſter hath nor {ſo nuch 
25the effence of a mini ſterye or minaſter,, goodor 
bad ; Eucric one knoweth this, w hoknowerh Paule 
to hauc lerrc downe, that the Lord ' ordained not a * Fphe.4.12. 
tranfirorie miniſteric, but ſuche as was to continue 
vntill his {ſecond comming,And rmorc then extream 
folle were it rochinke hum , ro ict downe a being for 
thar winiſtery whom he neucr mentto ordamn. But 
our readers & their minittery wer e the enknown in 
the Church,whe al theſe callings flowrithed rherin, 
which the L ordin any age or time ordained for the 
miniſterie,l,meanc nthe! 'Apaſtles time.Thertore Þ Rom. 12.4.7. 
our readers and their miniſterie, have nor fo much © 7%2?7 20. 
| cypheb4q.12.13- 
as the ciſence of a miniſteric or miniſters good or Y 
bad. Our of theſe two reaſons ariſe rwo proper dif- 
ferences, berween the magiltracy & the miniſterie, 
Firſt, there may be a lawtull magiſtracic and magy- 
ſtrate according tothe woord, whoſe name and of- 
G fice, 


: 


| 
1 


Tr.Lijui lib. 3, 


48 
hce, was never heard of before in the worlde, much 
lefle read m the word,'o can there not be a miniſte- 
rie or miniſter, LI. Quinativs Cincinatus is made 


Ciecroin 3.Cat DiQator. L, Tarquinius maiſter of the horſe, L,O- 


pimius,the counlel mult {ce that the comon-wealrh 
be not endaungered by any taction, the ſame place 
| bothbefore & atter ſuſtained many among the Ro- 
mans. In our time the care of the publike peace in 
all rac Germaime empire, was committed to Laza- 


Tohn,Funccinus ry a Schinendi. AM! theſe were new kindes of magt- 


s1.Pcr.2.13. 


b Exod 18.21, 
deut. 1.13, 


Ntracies at thcirfirft1n{hictition, yer lawfull, The ic- 

cond difterence 15, that rhe life and ofhce of a mini- 

ſteris preſcibed in the word, contained in his gifts, 

and ſcuered i:um his, outwarge cajling., Bur the 

life of the mapittracic , is neither preſcribed in 

the worde, (for {o there coulde bee no magiſtrates 

out of the Church, nor any in the Church , butfuch 
as are preſcribed in the worde which were veric 1m« 

pious to thinke) or conrained in the gifts of the ma- 

grſtracic, nor yet {eperated from tus outwarde cal- 

ling.For the veric outward cal:ing 1s 1t,that giueth 

life vnto the magiltracic, though the perſon iuttay- 

ningit, want gifts to diſcharge the lame, The rea» 

ſon heereof is cuicent, becauic the mayiſtracie be- 
ing an humane conſtitution*as the holy gholt ſaith, 
is appropriatcd vnto his pofſcthion vpon whomloc- 
uer man beſ{toweth the ſame , 1t hee bee capable to 
poſſeſle (though vitht to execure) what is allotted 
ynto him, So cannot the miniſteric bee,vnleſle hee 
ypon whome the Church inpoſcth it, be made fatte 
by the Lorde for the execution thereof, They who 
thinke the eſſence of a magiſtrate,any more to cone 
fiſt in the gifts of courage,vnderſtanding,wildome, 
fearing God, dealing trulic, * hating couctouſnes, 
(the onely properties mentioned by ogy 
cus 
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thislife of a magiſtrate is falſely gathered) thenthe 

being of a _—_ is contained in his ? faichfulnes, 

veric inconſiderately gaine-fay the Apoſtle Peter in 
the place before quoted, becauſe hereby they make 

the magiſtracie nor to bee an humaine ordinaunce, 

bur an ecc!cf{1aſlicall conftitution, preſcribed in the 

word. The obieion therefore thai a miniſter ſhold 

be no more denied to be a miniſter,vicaule he wan= 

ecth gifts, then a magiſtrate denied to bce a magy- 
ſtrar:, for the ſame defect pronueth not woorth the 

anwwering. Becauſe the Lorde hath t:cd a mans in- 
herytance, noothcrwaics vnto him, then hes hath 
te magiſtracie vnto that perſon or perſons who 
have aufthoritie ro make a magiſtaate. So thar the 
very magiſtracie, may bee derived rrom him by the 
0.rwarde calling, as weli as the ſubſtanriall intereſt 
of this inher:tance,by the beſt conuataunce in law. 
No ſuch thing beeing rizd vnto the Church, in ma- 
king a minitter;; Becauſe none can lay they are 1n 
the polleſlion of a miniſteric, who haue nor the 
{ane from the Lord, And wha: m:nifterie haue our 
readers from him ? Any outward thing in the pol- 
ſcſſion of man : (of which nature a!l men knowe the 
maviſtracie to be:) may bee conuaicd really and in- 
deed, (ought not al yaics I graunt) vnto him vppon 
whomfocucr man the poſicfiour thercot will confer 
the ſame, and there ir ought ro be inuiolablic inhe- 
rent, as long as man whote right it is to beſtow ir,or 
take it away,wil haue it ſo, Hath a man lefle intereſt 
m his money, becauſe. cithet for want of witte, hee 
knoweth not how to vie, or by his Jeudnes dooth a- 
buſe it? Candaulcs a foole, is no lefle a magiſtrace, 
(a far worſe deny not) among the Lydians,then E- 
gechlaus among the Lacedemonians, a wife and a 
politike goucrnor.The ſame 13 to be ſud of loab 8& 
z Benaiah, 


a 1.Cor.4.7s 


Herod.!ib.r, 
P:ato de reip, 


d1al.2. 


a Math. 5.22.22, 
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Benaiah,of Licinius,a perſecutour and Conſtantine 
a chritan cmygeror,TtH,Ghracchus abuſeth hs ma- 


giſtracy,the ſenate and people lin, becaule they de. * 


priuc him;not,butas long as they toilerat him ther. 
in, the magiſtracie is his owne,, andthercſore nor 
lawful for any priuate mat by diſobedience torab 
tim thereof , And why ſo? Becauſe the ſwoorde in 
his hand,is ſtill the Lords {word, the (edition & ty- 
ranmicin him is hisowne. To come to the miniſte= 
rie, the Church maketh that wretch a miniſter, vn- 
to witom it will be fard, I * know thee not,thou wor- 
ker of iniquutie , Bur did the Lorde by enduing hira 
with graces meete for the miniſterie, ſay vnto him 
go propheſfie in my naine ? hee did. Then there is a 
miniſterie committed vnto hiw, which 15, neuther 
krs,nor the churches,but the Lordes,the ſame date 
not I denie (vntill the Lorde take it awaye) for the 
foulnes of his handes . Another commeth with the 
ſame calling ofthe church,&heſayth®L am a plam 
heardman, neither prophet,not the ſonne of a pro- 
phet.{Now Lord if itbe thy will, bee mcrcrfull vnro 
them, conuert them, and disburdenthy church of 
them)but 1 haue my letters of orders from the Lord 
biſhop,and am in poſſeſſion of the liuing ; I knowe 
no muniſterie he hath. And therefore I denic him to 
be any more a miniſter for his outward calling ſake, 
there Hcerdonius a traitcrous and Nauith ſeruantis 
a magiſtrate, though by treacheric, he with a com- 
pany of other rogiſh vagabonds like him lelfc,hath 
now gotten pollethon of the Capitol.That the ſpech 
may not ſeeme ſtraunge vnto any, let men way but 
che prerogative which the Lord reſcrueth vnro him 
iclfe, in making miniſters in hys Church : with the 
ctnlegs.uidch hir Maicſtic hath inordaining ma- 
eiſtrates within hir dominions , The whole allem- 
bly 


-. id 


— wr MY. aa DOA, aas A ———_ A. 


FI 


bly of Parliament for ſome cauſes mouing them,or- 
dainc a Lord Ingh Conſtable of England,/as France 
kath) hir Maicſhe ſhewerh hir pubitk difliking rcher- 
of, Andehat Nee will haucn > juch cthcer within 
hur Realme4ts he 2 magittrate +hee 1s none nenher 
wil l acknowledge him for any,as3jone as it ſhalbe a- 
geinſt ir wil & pleaſure to have any tuch within hir 
dominions , For what magiſtrate 15 he in this Jand, 
which ſhe ſaith ro be none as long as the roya!l p: c- 
rogatiue 15 in hir hand. In like maner, what miniſter 
15 heinthe Church of God, whome the Lord dent- 
cth ro be any. The ca'c 15 too ro manifeſt, 

The diſtin&tio that readers are min:ſters of 1uclg- 
ment(tchat 1s lent of the Lorde in wdgement to pu- 
niſh theſinnes in this age) bur not miniſters of the 
mercie and grace ot God, is as it they were {ayd to 
be miniſters of anordinancenet!cr ordayncce; now 
farre be it we ſhoulde make amumitery of aft ordi- 
nance ncuer reucalt-d,o! an ordinaunce thar 15 but 
temporary, And :n very accdI cannot Lut tiunke it 
avery ſtrange matter, that thele men who make 4 
conſcience of that which they rcach,being al'owile 
and godly learned, are not atiam2d robeteported 
the forgers and ſetters ab1oach of ſuch ihiiting and 
ficly ſtuffe, The uth<; obicCtron concerning the mi- 
niſtery vnder Moſes,'s as fan'tic For ro ſquare the 
miniſtetic ofth2n:w coucnant,according vntothe 
Leuitical pricfti:o2d, 15 to require the Contſuithip 
of Rome,ro be framed afr:r the Matoraltie ot Lon. 
don, beſides manye other touic inconſequentes it 
hath in it. l haue alrcadtc ſhewed the weaknes here 
of, and if ir deſerued a further aunliweare, I woulde 
vouchſafe it tac ſame. 

The reaſons exptcſicd inthe booke, are now to 
be ſer downe , Such of them as are noted with this 
3 maike 


5&5 
which they pre- 
tend to ſceke, 


ſ2 
marke,* are ſome of the reaſons', wher:dy am'ine- 
ceflarily induced, veterly ro condemne rhat courſe 


Timbrace, their of thoſe (I hope fearing God) who hane made a ſe- 
| - I de- pa:ation from thoſe miniſters in this Jande/&rheir 


f aKRom.12.z. 
x.Cor.q4.1 1.22, 
-/ Fphci4.12. 


congregations)» ho trucly preache the worde. And 
alchoughrlicre bec in our godly atſcmb)ics manye 
corruptions, and m re wants tolleratzd,whichs e- 
uzry Chriſtian heart muſt needs abhorre;yerl pro- 
reſt that] woula,as to my comfort | doc )1oyne my 
lelte 11 the publi;e hearing of che words, recciuing 
of th= 1acraments,praying,faſting,giuing of almes, 
and other holy exerciies , which theſe congregati- 
ons as the a{lemblics of Gods pcople,amongit who 
publike ſaluarion 1s to be had, any with theſe mini. 
ſters,as the meſiengers of Iztus Chiiſt, whoſe com- 
miſſion from him,to make known vnro me the way 
of ſaluation , I dare nor deny for my ſoule becaule 
there is {ome want ia the feale, | mean the outward 
calling.My reaſons are thcſc ; Where | ain obſcure, 
the booke may ciue light.The conclutton for breui- 
ries lake I hauc omitted inthe moſt, The Proſyllo- 
giſne or ſecond prof of my dourſull ation where 
115 ormtted, is akerward= concluded inthe fyllo. 
giſme,which ſeructh for a proote ofall my reaſons, 
where any of them wight be thought ro be weake. 

Euery one thathath the * life of a miniſter good 
or bad{or that is a miniſter in d:ede) is ordained of 
Gud for the gathering * together of the ſaintes, For 
theris noother miniſter {pok<n of in the word, No 
bare reader is ordained of God for this end. There- 
fore no bare readeris a miniſter in deede, or hath 
the life of a miniſter good or bad. The faithfull pre. 
chersin the Church of England haue and do ſhewe 
by the good cuidence gf thcir teachinge , whereby 
foulcs are gathered vnto the church, and fed there- 
in, 
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in, tharthey were ordained of God for-this ende, 
Therefore the ſcpcration from them and their at- 
lemblies,is an vngedly,wicked,and ſc:{marical reuc 
from the viltb'c body of the churche. An vugodly, 
wicked,and ſciſmaticall rcn,l call ity pon good de- 
libcration & aduicc, Becauſe that ſeperatic.n from 
the companye where publike faluatiun 1s had a: d 
profetied, which is made in ſich ſorr,as ifthe fayde 
company had not the means of ia'nation fuund.ng 
in it,or worthipped God aſter a take maner is wice 
ked,and ſcilmaricall. Such 1: the rent of theſe men. 
For as they themſelves do anouch,they arwtcpera- 
ted from vs,becavſe 1n all our mectings rhe corrup- 
tions are ſo great, thar we lerue the true God attec 
a falſe man-r,hcld nor the foundation, and lo hauc 
no meanrs to be ſaucd among vs, For the men th6- 
ſelues, | hope the Lorde will cecall chemgand I ain 
perſwaded the moſt of them hauz fallen into cis 
ſnare of mcare and ſimple iyno: ance. And woc,u oe 
woe(vnl.fle they repent)will be ynro them, thar 111 
ſmiring and keeping backe the carefiii] and harni- 
Iflc theaphcardes,hauc beene the caulc of this 2- 
mentabl- diſpcition & ſtraying of the poore theep. 
For the coutle , whiche chey tale in ſeekiage goud 
things iris tobe auoyded, as a courle very Iicly to 
ſhake rhem from ciernal: lite rat emu ave init. 
Ll know what 1 jay.t or where is there now any more 
meanes left fur rhc1w robe laved without the.r re- 
pzneaunce(we hating the on:l; ord:naric meanes 
of ſaluation among vs, as before is prcoued )wher- 
asthey ſeperate themi{elues from vs, as from thoſe 
who ſerue the true God after atalſz maner, ard 
plainly ſhew that they would haue no {aluaticn ra- 
ther then that whereof wee arc by the mercics of 
Godpertakers,through rhe miniſtery ofthe worde 
IN 
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mai alemblics. They cannot deny{&Idefire ths 
to grant no more then the reaſons folowing,& the 


former prove in this pcint) bur that ſaluationis to 
bc had by the miniſtcry of our preachers. Andthey 
z1'o knowy that there is but one ordinary way tobe 
faucd, which being accounted bur in one allembly 
to bethe way of  ſerus n2 God after a falle manney, 
enc pallage of ſaluaticn is ſhut vp euery where, vn- 
tothem that arc thus ſeduced, tor any thing that ] 
know tobe revealed, Shalll becaut c the churche. 
gouernement 151nocas yet cſtablithed 'in Creta,or 
1>inuriouſly kept 0!!t,and ſome great corruptions 
to/[-rarcd 1: \ ſteadethe: reof, therefore aftirme that 
tho;c congregations of the C retrans » where thc 
word of ood 15 :aught by men of ht gifts;arc aflem- 
blics'v her cette truegodss wort):ypped afrera falle 
wanner , and yet nortivichſtandingthinkel may be 
ſaued by the worde preached ar Philippiſcontinu- 
SE till: n the lame error.) Whereas they that del 
tr che worde at Creia, arc men end: iced with as 
raie guts from the Lords, for th: worke ofthe wi- 
niftery,a+ vpright in hfe , and have called as n:any 
wo ſalyarion, as they had done who are at Fhilipp!, 
] 21; 3 eref, Naye.tT{cperate my {re from the 
alleles 43 C:erroco to Pt ippi,nt thall norbe 
becauſe I deny "v1 cmTo ve mcetings of Gods peo- 
plc. among '4 14; ”m* 12 r ulerh b Wy Tots (cepter of the 
worde, orbecaulel accontit; Þ 217 propnen? [yn 4- 
fog: bur becauie 1 ſee them ton [lacke in growing 
— erection, whereunto they debire tobce 
browugit,'o chatmy departing ſhall nct be a ſepara- 
ti-n,but a going forwarde, And while 1 addreſie my 
[ele to ooc forwarde.,] will be ſure not rocur of my 
(cle, from the put blike meetinges where the worde 
preached is inioyned, A ſtrong maner of reforma- 
con 
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on,for men to cutte them-ſelues off), from the true 
Churche,tothe ende they may haue a perfeR our- 
ward goucrnmenc. The practize oftheſe filly men 
might ſeeme to be more tclicral-1-,if they had 10y- 
ncd themſclues with any Churche vader heauen, 

Nay,l would ſee what church dareth cecemerhem 
as ng as they holde thee congregations for Ido- 
latrous {ynagogs, where that ordinance of God 1s, 

by which men are brought our of the -ingdome of 
darknes vnto the kingdome of Chriſt. Eucry one of 
the (yI-gitmes noted with this marke, * inferre the 
former conclu'ton againſt their prattize . 1 wiſhe 
their conerton from my heart, and willbe rcadic 
to pecforme any chriſtian ducte( as a brother) to- 
wards them that the Lord hath cnabl:d me. 

Euery minulter(2) indeed * of thatordinaunce” 2, h 
which is to continue 1n the clurch,for the worke of ? Epncſ.4.13, 
tie minifterie to the worlds cnd, yy, ol WOLTIUTH. 
0014t}1 T% TE , Noe bare reader is a miniſter 
ofthis ordinance . For this ordinance 1s the wocrd 
preachcd.Ergono bar: read-r is a miniſter indeed. 

(3) Enery miniſter 15 ab'e * co make the elcetrobe x 
members of * Chriſt, No bare reader is {uch an in- b Ephef.4.43, 
ſtrument. Ergo ; (4) Euerie miniſter * 15a meanes 4 

by the worde ofthe grace of God togiuetheeleR 

aninheritaunes among them that are © ſarRificd, c AR.20.32. 

None of our readers is juch a weanes,ergo:(5) Eve- 5 

nie minitter inJdecd:, is able to feed the *eleR with 

the food of knowicdge and *ynderftanding . None d Icre.z.1g, 

ot our bare readcrs 2re :bic to do this: ergo: (E) E= 6 

uerie *miniſter at the leaſt.in regard of vifts, is ac- 

ccrding vnto the Lords owne * heart,tbaris his Or-e Icrem.3.15; 


 dinance reuci'ed concerning his © choxce, None of 
our readers 15 ſuch: ergo: (7) Enery miniſter 1s *an 
- inſtrument to make knuwcn by the word preached 
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aColoſ1.25 The purpoſ* ofGed concerringmans reconcilia» 
23 33 t16.No reder is ſuch:crg0:(8)Euery miniſter isable 
. * tolay open* the n yſt+11es of ſaluation, No reader 

Looke this r.&,  * X crop agy | 
fon in the book, 15 &c:ergo:(9) Every minifterts an®inſtrument of our 
9 bew®birth. No bare reader 15 &c:ergu:(10) Euerie 


9 tomarifeſtthoſc hiJden {ccrears, whiche the Pro. 
3,0Cr,t.19.12 phets rhem-ſelues could nor artaine voto, withour 
greet ſcarch 3nd cnquir:e. No bare reade: ean doo 

1% this bypreaching: ergo: (11) Eucry miniſter 1s * a- 

ble by his publise miniſtery,ro bring rhe elect vnro 
the knowledge of the rruth and lo to ſaluation.No 
bare reader candoe this:crgo: (12) Whoſoeuer are 
42, Chron.15.3, Bf 13 regard oi their fufficiencie to bee their muny« 
ſters alone, that would haue no God,” ate no mini- 

ſters1ndeede , All brre rcadecs,not becing able to 

Jay open the will of the true God , arconely hcto 

bee rheir miniſters thar would haue no God: ergo; 

133 theyareno winiſters nndeede.(tz) They are no mi- 

niſters, wholoeuer are ableto pertorme the whole 

worke of then min:ſt:rie withour tucic,and giuing 

c1.Tin.3-14.14. heed vnto learning, as the © apoſtle commandeth, 


C 1.111.2.4- 


the whole work of their callng,as 10g as they liuc, 

withour any further ſtudye: eryo: they arc no mini- 

ſters indecd 14.Euery miniſter* is able ro expound 

FAR8.13.14. chat which *cannor be vnderitoode without anin- 
rcrpretour, viz, that, which is ro be 1:arned ourof 

the word concerning the Lorde,& mans {ahuation, 

xz Ourbarcreaders cannor do this:ergo: 15. Eucrie 

miniſter. *{is a nij:1iſter ot that waye, whereby the 

Lord beſtowerh vpon men the ſpirite of wiſedome, 

$Exe2.17: andreuclation through his knowledge. 5 Our bate 
7% readers arenotſuch:ergo: 16, Euery * miniſter is 


abl: ro make the word of God powertull, either vn- 
ro 


bu.Per.1.2:. munuſteris avic by the preaching of the,;Goſpell, 
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But all our readers (if they can read) can performe * 
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eodeath or vntolife,in *ſome of the hearers. Ou? 
read-rs are not able to doe this: ergo: 17 Euerye 
miniſter is*able to deuide the'word of God aright* 
vne» the ſcuerall viz ofrhc hearers . Our readers 
are nutable tod> this: ergo: 18 Eucry miniſter 1s 
able t5 rech thoſe that canrea.," as wel as him (cl, 
No bare reader can dothis: ergo: 19 Euery miMt- 
ter candoe ſame thing in regarde ofteaching 215 
flocke, which cu-ry chriſtian, vo can read well & 
d.ſtinQl,, is nzt able to pertorme.Our reacers can 
not d> t\us: ergo: 25 whoſceuer by natma:1 ys 
alon:, are abl2 rt» periorme, wharſ:eucr be!oagerh 


tothci calling they are nom:niſt} rs,bicauſe the ce © : 
* 12.3.C110:.3.8, 


is ſome rthing (to ſpeak the]: aft) inthe mini?;y of 
cuery miniſter whiche canner poil:b'ic bee per: cre 
med by natural gifts a.one.Our 1caduis are ab'eby 
the onely gifts of 12:ure, to perfourme v1; atfoeuct 
belong vnorhcir call ng,ergo: ovr 1ead!rs arc a0 
minlters indeed. 21 Every miniſter *harh gifts to 
labour in Gods husbandri:, and Gods bulcing: 1, 
Cor.3.8. 1.Thel.y 2, ourrea-lers hauenot: 2rgo: 22 
Euerye * miniſt<r hath neccflar:1; annexed, vnto 
b1S cail:az, workes cf thar admit ation, that ir m8ye 
bee tru'y ſayd of them), who is fix for theſe things. 2, 
Cor.2.16, our rea:!ers are n-t : ergn: 23, Liciye 
miniſter is able to make the Lord & kno'ven ro rhe 
ele, thar they dare ca 1lvp93, hivyin taith and full 
periwationto bc hard. Roucuto te, 88 15.cur rea- 
d:rs cannot do thi; : or20: 24 Eue: te micaſter is a- 
dle ro c* pare {p:ritua!l chin<s with ſpiricua'] things, 
an! to ſpeake the worde © of 5 OD, as the word of 
God: our read-rs are nc ab'e to doe rh15:*rpo: 25 
Wholocuer preſeruzth *nortnus edt intis ps, 
tharis, wanteth the thing, ric wo © here), in a 
private man, not b*21ng cenſarable by the curch, 
: VI7, 
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viz.not being a fininitſclfe, giuerhrhe Lord & rhe 
church 1ſt cau'e,both rokeep them from the my 
niſteric,and to expell them o1:t of the miniſtery, in 
whome rhis want 1s found, though they bee cueryc 
way el; qualitied tor the miniſtery, according vnto 
the *preprictics requiredin the word, hee 15 no mt» 
niſter. Our readers haue rhis wante in them : be- 
cauſe their lips doe nor preſcrue knowiedge : ergo, 
they are no miruſters indeed. Thus my reaſon is 1n 
the booke page 8. drawen out of Mal1.2.7.1s tobce 
concluded. For altnough a man want ail other pro- 
pricties of a miniſter, yer being fit roteach, he hath 
{ome allowaunce from the Lorde to bee a miniſter, 
whereas the want heereof kepeth back the Lordes 
whole conſenr,from the admiſiton of him into the 
miniſterie , 11 whom it is. 

The reaion whereof 15,thar all other propniettes in 
a winiſter,ſauing this, arc ſuch, as according to the 
ordinance of God,ought to be in cuery chriſtian(as 
to be modeſt, barberous, no ſtriker,&c,)Jas well as 18 
the miniſt:r , though not in the ſame meaſure, this 
by the Lords inſtitution,ts to be in the miniſter one- 
ly of neceflitic: howbeit other chriſtians alſo may 
be and are capable thereof, 26 Whoſocuer vnder- 
goeth that miniſtery,and no other, whereof a Turk, 
Painime, or lewe, who will not learne true religi- 
on,may be capable, he in deede is no miniſter, Our 
readers vndergoc no other miniſterie;8c, ergo. 27 
They whole miniſtery make the whole religion of 
chriſtians,not to hauec in ir,ſo much as one EL 
(the ſecrecic whereof euen in regard of knowledge, 
might diſable one, thatneuer heard of true relig- 
on to be a publike miniſter thereof)are no miniſters 
indcede.The minifſterye of all bare readers is ſuch; 
crgo, 28 Theyarc no miniſters , who for their mi- 
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niſtery alone,call for the wrath of God vpon the go- 
ucrnours andthe }and, where they are tollerared: 

our readers though, otherwiſe rhe holicſt men vn- 
derheauecn cal \&c,ergo, 29 All miniſters * maye 
truely ſay of themiciucs, now then are we * rmbal- 2 
ſadours trom Chriſte, a5 though God 41d beiceche 
you through vs , We pray you in Chriſis ſtcade, that 
you be reconciled vnto God: Our readers cannot 


eruely ſay, &c:ergo. 3c Eucry one that 15 a miniſter 


in deed, hath more in him then parents, both vndcr x _ the book | 


the law, and vnder the Goſpell,were and are bound 
to havein the,wno though they neither coulde nor 
can read, were and are bounde to tc ach their chil- 
dren: our outer have not thus much: ergo, 31 E- 
uery miniſter*ts a miniſter of the whollom duetrine 
ſpoken of by the Apoſtle,z,Tim. 4,3: our readers are 
not: ergo, 32 Eucry mimiſter,* 10 whar age ſocuer 
ke liuerh,is able to bring the elete (who are borne 
cielnens ofdark nes, vntorthe kingdome of Chriſte: 
our readers cannot do thus: ergo. 23 Eucrye mini 
ſteris able by the word preached,to cur of the buds 
that fpring,ourct the roote of corrupuions, that rc- 
maine in the regencrate:Our readers arc n{t:crgo, 
34 Eucry miniſter *1$ able to make the fo{ ofhite, 
tobe milke vnto the weak,* and ſtrong meat to the 
that are capable thercof: our readers are Not : CT&o, 
35 Euery miniſter *1s able to make clcare vnto the 
ele(t, whar the fellowſhip 15, of the miſteric, whiche 
b from the beginning of the world hath bene hid in 
God: our readers are not: ergo. 36 They who are 
miniſters * of thoſe viſions alone, t 14t Cannot turne 
the people from iniquirie,nor diſcouer {1nne,arc no 
miniſters in deed:our readers are ſuch: crge.37 The 
* people luinge vnder them thar are munitters in 
dced,may hope for cternall life by their miniſterie, 
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if they faithfully execute the ſame: But the people 
living vnd-r our readers,thonugh they fauthfully ex- 
ecute their miniſt:ric,cannothope: ergo. 338 Eue- 
ric *miniſter 15 a miniſter of the waye, whereby the 
Lord ordained,he ſhould be publikely ſerued of his 
peopl=:,and they rrained vo in his fearc: our readers 
are not: ergo, 39 Theyareno miniſters * whoſe 
flockes the Lord may purſuc,with his eternal curſe, 
for contenting them-l[clues with their munifterie, 
though they taithfully diſcharge , whatrſocuerby 
ter outwarde calling 15 enioyned them: But the 
flocks of our readers are ſuch as,&c: ergo. 40 They 
*are no miniſters,whole flocks by their miniſterye, 
cannor ſandihe the Sabborth: our readers are ſuch: 
crgo. 41 They * areno miniſters in deed, that haue 
not gifts toobey Paules charge : Our readers haue 
not: ergo, 42 They are no miniſters in deede,who- 
locuer may truely {ay of themſclues,truely wee are 
no mi:iſters in deed,” though we haue an outwarde 
calling: our readers may truely ſay thus: ergo. 43 
They whoare in the eſtate of damnation for cont! 
nuing in the miniſtery,though they be guiltie of no 


other notorious finne , are no miniſters: Suche are * 


a td 


our readers: ergo. 44 They are no miniſters,whole | 
congregations hauing no other miniſtry, ſince they 
haue bene Ido/atrous ſynagogs , can neuer by their 
miniſtery be ſaid to haue the outward ® markes of a 
tru2 Church: Bur the congregations of our readers 
arc ſuch:ergo. 45 They thatare *miniſters in deed, 


donor finne becauſe they do adminiſter the iacra* | 


ments:Burour readers(as all the godly confeſlc)ſn 
in preſuming to deal with any ation belonging vn. 
co a miniſter, and therfore the ſacraments:crgo, All 


theſe reaſons,beſides the other ſyllogiſtically ſerte þ, 


down,where Idcale with the prophanation of the | 
ſacraments 
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ments by our readers, arc expreſſed in the booke, 
Now that cucry one of thelc ſcuerally,& all ioincly 
are of themſclues alone(noneof rhe depending vp- 
onthe proofe,thatis gotten by the other) ſeuerall, 
and ioynt demonſtrations , cuncluding our readets 
tobe nv miniſters, ] thus preoue. 
All theſe reaſons whereof cuery one ſeuera'ly & 

all ioyntly , do conclude them co be no miniſt<rs in 
deede, who are nor preaching mimiſt2rs , they allo -- 
conclude our readers ro be no miniſters, Bur all the 
former reaſons (or the moſt of them) cenclude riie 
ro be no miners indeed which are not preachers, 
(by preachers;] mea:1not cuery 0c that can (peak 
for an houre 1m the pu. pir, bur ſuc: in dee 2395 NEW , Rom 1o.14- 

by the enidence ot their reachit;s 5 tha! Tr.cy are epheſ.4.1 2.pal, 
crcained of God , for the g3thering rovither of thie 3-1-2-C0r, 10.4» 
Sainty)cherefore allo they concluce our rcaders to +.thel.3.5, 
be no nit afters indeed: Vnro the formerT ad thelo, * 
46 The calling * of cuerye one thotis a miniſter 11 
deed,is a fanRified calling m it {clfe, to him that is 
hereunto called, and hath giltesto ci/charce the 
ſame,Burthe very calling, (1 do not lay popedomes, 
archbiſhopriks,pride,coucrennes,cpietnilm,dere- 
ſtable,& wretched ignorance,Lording wuer others, 
oppoſing themſelues roche Lord Iclus and his me» 
ders)of our readers, is an vngodly,and vnſanttified 
yocation,to bce a calling of the miniſtery , brcauſe 
there is noſuche miniſterie as they yndergoe, war- 
ranted by the word: : crgo, they arc no miniſters in 
deed, 47 Their *callingis no calling cf the mini- 
ſtery,and fo they no miniſters : for the remouing of 
whoſe miniſterie, ic is* lawfull * for vs to pray: BurÞ Matn.9.38, 
tis lawfull co pray for the remoouing of this dumb 
miniſtery out of the Church: ergo, +48 They fare 4 
ao miniſters , who may betake themſelues without 

4 l:nac, 
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finne,to another calling, when the Churche wan» ® 


teth miniſters, eſpecially if they may exerciſe their | 
miniſtcrie 11 peace,Our readers may:crgo. 49 E. | 
uery fone that is a miniſter, hath that calling vpon 
him,whereunto the Lorde accordinz vnto his ordi- 
nance” commitreth the charge of loules: our rea- 
ders hauz no ſuch caliing;: ergo, 50 Eucty miniſter 
* haujug a flocke commited vmo him may be , et- 
ther the Door or the Paſtor thereof: Our readers 
can be neither; ergo, 51 1he birth of that which, 
Was Neuer cConceucd, isno birthe in deede. Bur 
ourreaders arc birthes that weze neucr conceiued, 
that is,nuniſters by ther outward ordination, wher- 
as te) ncucr hag any conce prion, that is, inwarde 
callin?: ergo. 52 They *arenv miniſters, concer- 
nine whoſe ie all, mere : bee no rules ſer downe ? in 
the word: Such ar: 0ur readers: ergo. 53 They are 
no miniſtcrs,ch C «il ntiall worke of whole ſuppoſed 
n ruiterte, may wy Per {urmed according Vnrto the 
ordinance off 50 d, [ y th vic, who beth have a func- 
toN.Jiucrs Iron thc call. ng ot theſe rcaders \& dc» 
cell, u th it oftence Vito LY children,fuch a mi- 
m{cricg,as ignorant reagers take vpon them, This 
propoſitcn is moſt tuo , becauſe there is but one 
tort of muniters,name'y,he ordinance of God,and 
not of rac Church meatn: d mn the word: Bur our 
rexders are ſuch, as the eiicnuall work of their ſup- 
poſed call:ng,beingtie works of a miniſter in deed, 
1 a accurdiing ro the ordinance of God,be perfor- 
In; ed by tho!cyvho both have a ſunRiondiucrs from 
{yca,contratie to)rize:c readers function, as goodis 
to euill,v7.b; preachers, whole calling being a ſan- 
ited callus , muſt necdes be in nature, nor anecly 
diucis frombur contrarie to,the caling of reader S, 
hich is notwarranted by the worde,a calling war- 
' ratited 
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ranted ,and a calling nor warranted being CCNIAn 

ric,and dere(t without oftence vnto Gods chuldren, 

tuch a miniſteric,as dumb readers take ypon then, 

Therefore our hare readers though thcy kaue the 

name and ſupplic the places of miniſters , are nor 

min ters in deed: And nor being in deed miniſters, 

it isnot I:fr ynto- me as a thing unditterent by chri- 

ſtian libertie, whether 1 will communic. te with the 

or no: Becaule that of necetlity,] am bound to com 

for the ſacraments, vnto the ordinaunce of * God, a Math. 21.25, 
thatis,vnto a miniſter : and not vnto the ordinance  ?1-21-1.cors 
of the charch,neither haue I any Iberty ro attempe 4 Pe 

the contrarie; And as beforc hath bzne prooucd,c- 

uery miniſter is the ordinaunce of” God,& notthe b x.Cor.12.5.28 
ordinance of the Church , ordained when eur ſaui- epheſ4.7.11. 
our Chriſte 12d capt:uitic * capriue, and not ſince, © Epheſ.4 8. , 
Nowe our readers vcing butthe ordinance of the math. aÞ.1g. 
Church, ordaine\ ſince that time, ani tac Church 

hauing nolivertic to ordaine lacramentes : I haue 

allo no libertie , no not in the time of necefhinie , to 

come vnto the ordinance of the Church four the 1a- 

cramentes: becaulc there | can haue nv more, tor 

any thing I know, then the Church whence the or- 

dinance i$,hath power rogue, And I pray you what 

{acrament 1s that , wiuchthe bare ordinance of the 

Church can delucr ? 

Thele be lome of the rea{ons, (and I take node» 

light in the nomber of them) wherevpou,as on the 

infallibl: tt ucth of Gods lacred word ,1I dare bold- 
I; conclude the moit within wales, tupplying the 
places of miniſters, tobe no miniſters in uced, and 
to haue nothing in tiem, that giueth life rnto a mi. 
niſter,good or bad, And thereypon I dare as boldly 
afhrme the courſe to bee a wicked and fiſmarticall 

courſe, which they take, that ſeperars chem lelucs 
ti042 
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from the publie aſſemblies, where the word prea» Þ 


ched is truly taught in this land, as from thoſe who 
ſeruethe true God,after a falſe maner. In the exa- 
mination of whiche reaſons , I prorcſt with a good 
conſcience, that I haue fo laboured, both ar the firſt 
cdition of the booke,' (ſome reafons chen moouing 
me todeale more timorouſhe inthe aQion)8 fince 
that time eſpecialle, as I haue not ſuffered my ſelfe 
to be deceiucd by any ſophilme, or fallation. AndI 
roreſt before the Lord, thar ypon theſe grounds, [ 
th aſſuredly know their courſe,(of whome I haue 
ſpoken, to be dangerous anddereſtabie,and am al- 
ſo as ſurely perlwaded, that menne not ordained of 
God for the gathering ot the ſaints, are no miniſters 
wharſocuer call:ng they have in the Church , as1 
beleeue the bleſſed apoſile Paule to haue beene an 
apoſtle ſent from God. And bicauſe I am one daye 
to bee reckonad with, before the iudgement ſear of 
leſus Chriſte, of my ſinceare dealing in both thoſe 
points,and liuc now in the church of Godthe leaſt 
member whereof; Woe be vnro me'ifl offende,be- 
cauſe alſo [ live vnder hir highnes a Chriſtian Ma- 
giſtrare, whoſe ſacred anhoritic 1 ſubic my ſelfe 
ynto, & reuerence as the roya/l ordinance of gods 
owne maic{tie,and whoſe politiuc lawes and procc- 
dings, as far as | way with a good conſcience tolle- 
rate their imperfeRions, I dare not gain-ſaye, be- 
cauſe likewiſe, what I haue written,ſhalbe recorded 
and calledin queſtion inthe church of God, (when 
Iam gone the way of all fleſh) ynto whome I am a- 
fraide ro commend my name, as a brocher of newe 
doQtrines : therefore [ hauc beene carefull ro ſerte 
down nothing,bur that which will abide the triall of 
all whoſocuer,and abide firme againſt all. Ifany of 
ry godly,ceucred,& lerned brethren ofthe m_ 
0 
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” of Englande,will doe me the fauour (which thing1 
earneſtly requeſt at their hands) in ſhore ſyllogiſms 
* | rocommunicare with mee in writing,their reaſons 
l | forthe miniſterie oftheſe ignoraunt men . I ſhall 
haue cauſe ro praiſe the Lord, and thanke them for 
their loue rowards me in this point alſo, and the ea- 
fier ſarisfie whatſocuer may be ſayd on the behalf of 
this vnlearned {I woulde vnknowen) miniſterie. 1 
| greatlye reuerence many godly and learned, that 
are contrary minded vnto me in this cauſe; I know 
my yeares to bee ſubie& vnto that bode remerity, 
hoat, and heady raſhnes, which bleſſed Timothy un _ 
 confideration ofhis age, was bidden by the Apo» 37+T11m-3.42. 
/ ſtle ro auoide : notwithſtanding , in regarde of the 
cauſe (in humilitic defore the Lordghis elcR angels 
and children bee it ſpoken ) I may iuſtly (for bei 1 
ſhould) cont:mne and deſpiſe , almoſt nor vouche- 
fafe to anſwer, wharfocuer man or angell,can bring 
againſt ir. And I dare arc and atrainr, of high trea-= 
ſon againſt the maicſtic of rhe higheſt all thoſe, 
both men and aungels, whocither defend the com- 
| municating with them lawfull; communicate with 
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them,or tollerate them as miniſters ynder their go- 
Uernement. 


TO THE LL, OF THE COVNSEL. 


Nd for aſmuch, as both in this place , for tol- 
lerating the dumb miniſterie,and in the book 
page.z6,for ſuffering non-reſidents , and the 
papall Lordſhips of our 4. L. Bb. in Wales, I affirm 
our gouernours to be guilric of fearefull ſinnes be- 
fore the Maicſtic of God, I am with all the humili- 
te, reuerencc, and ſubmiſſion, my heart can con» 
eciue, to vic a ſpeach vnto your HH, wy _ of 
z cr 


& TOTHE LL. OF THE COVNSEL. 


her maieſtics priuy Coſiſel.The cauſe that mouth 

me heerevnro,is, the diicharge of my dutic towards 

the Lorde my God, towards his Chnrch, towardes 

my native Countrey, and towardes your Honours, 

which covld nor ſtand with my filence in this point; 

concerning ihe Lord,becauſe 1 an a poore wretch- 

ed finner,vppon whome he hath ſhewed great mer- 
Cie, in calling mee to the knowledge of his lon,and 

pardoning my dreadtu!] ſinnes;I haue taken a bond 

of my lelfe by his grace, to become anencmy vnto 

ſinne, in my ſ:!fe eſpecially, and in all others as far 

as my calling w:ll permute, withour reſpect of per- 

ſ>ns,t1me,piace, eſtate or condicion of life wharſs- 

e ter. And therfore your Hh, arc not to marucile,tt! 
leeke the ouerthrowe of theſe places, callings,and 
corruptions(L, Biſhops,readers and non-relidents 
I mean)whole continuance ſtandeth with the lords 

moit notable diſhonour, and d-teſt fnne cucnin 

your Hh. whoſe aucthoriry, good name,credit,cſit» 
mation, and high placcs (next vnto her royall Mz- 
i:(tics) I ought , andby the grace of God will de- 
fende, againſt all the detraours thereof, with the 
lofſe of my life, when it thall-be needfull, As for the 
Churchof God : wherevntol hauc bene begotten, 
through the word preached, by means of my abode 
in Englande, in theſe peaceable dayes of her high- 
nes, I haue wholye dedicated my felte ro feeke the 
flowriſhing cſtate thereof, By Iabouring to beauti- 
fie rhe ſame, both in the plucking vp of thoſe filthic 
Icalian weeds, wherewithnow it is nuſerablie defor- 
med,and planting therein, wharſocucr may bee to 
the colines of gods orchard, For my pore country, 
becauſe ithath pleaſed the Lord of lite, that therc- 
in I firſt ſaw the light of the ſon, and hauc beene by 
my parents there living, brought vp inboth the v- 
; NIUTT- 
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niueriities of this land, 1 haue vowed my ſelfe Curi- 
tullly ro beneate the ſame,whether by my life or by 
my dcath,l do nurgreatly weye. 

And wherein ſhall i ſtand my deare countrimen in 
any !tead,tfnor by ſpeaking. mn their cauſe, thatare 
nor able ro make know: IC INIT OWne Wantcs, ltnort 
mbletting the deate care, in remoung the ſtum- 
blingblock from betore the <yes of the blind, if nor 
in Jabouring to bring themto heauen,who of their 
owne natures thould ue eternally in a worlc place 
to their own wo, Ihe aforenamcd callings and cor- 
ruptions, ſtanding as encmics in the way ro hinder 
my brethren from ecernall life ; 1 profelle my {; Ife 
to lecke their ouerthrowe and contuſion : And by 
the Lordes atliſtance,as Jonge as Llue I will neucr 
lIcaue them, vnles they leatie the maſſakring of the 
ſoules of my brethren. In reipect of your HH.ſcinge 
I received the tormer bleſhings throgh your hangs, 
by meanes of the outward peace, whereother right 
exccilent Maicſhe hath made the whole kingdome 
partaker from the Lord ; | canor of conlcience,but 
in moſt ſubmill. reuerend, and humble torr,pur you 
in minde,of the eſtate wherein you ſtand betore the 
Lord ar thus day. 

Il athrme therefore (and I would ro God I coulde 
tell howe,more durifully ro exprefie in wordes,thar 
whiche in hcart | have moſt du:ifully concemued) 
thatall of you arc in a fearetuil manner,both inthis 
life,and in that to come ſubieR, to the intolerable 
malle of Gods wrath , the ex<cution whereof, thall 
vndoudredly come ypon you and yourhouſes,vnies 
you preuentthe hercenes of his u:dignation : And 
that for theſe 2. cauſes. Firſt, inaſmuch as rhe whole 
counrrie of Wales forthe moit part, allthis 11m2 of 
the Goſpellin England, hath bene withoutrhe pu« 
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a8 TO THELLI. OF THE COVNSEL, 


blik ſeruice of God,inthe publike meetings of your 
Pe ſuch ſorr,as moſt parriſhes within Wales 
1aue wanred the means of ſaluation allthis rime of 
your gouernement. The tructh of this aſſertion is 
maniteſted in this little booke (becauſe they haue 
wanted j ommagier 348 I hauc ellwher ro my pow- 


3.35.lob.z3. 33. £rlaboured to make it known vnto her Maicſtic, & 


,/ n.cor.u.23. rom. the parliamenrt.Confider my Lordes,what care you 


20.14 eph.3.13. haue had of the ſoulcs of men,and howe in the day 
of account theſe things will be anſwered: Conſider 
howlamentablea calc it is, thatin the flowriſhingſt 
goucrnment for outwarde peace, thatis againe yn- 
der the coape of heauzn , where publicke 1dolatrie 
hath bene banniſhed, nor one familic, or one tribe, 
bur a whole nation ſhould perith and be deſtroyed 
for want of knowledge. And ſee whether I haue nor 
ſufficient cauſe to deale with you, in the behalfe of 
my countrimen. My crie,my crie, isnotthe crie of 
guiltles and innocent * blood, which were veric wo+ 
full,bur of loſt and damned ſoules which is moſt la- 
menrable, & giue care ynto it my LL.|cſt the blood 
of ſoules be laid to your charge, & required at your 
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hands,IfI be thoghtto report an vneruth, in regard | 


of the eſtate of the Church in my countrie, let me 
bee brought face ro face for the triall hereof, with 
thoſe vnto whom the care (1 ſhould ſay the ſpoileJof 
the Church there is committed, and being conuin- 
ccd to haue vttercd an vntructh,let me haue no fa- 
uor,but die the death, before your Honours, and 
my blood bee vppon mine owne head, for impea- 
ching the credit of the princes of my people,vndu- 
eifullic by publike wriring,whoſe eſtimation, l know 
ie tobe vnlawfull for mce , cuen in thought once to 
violatc.I do here therefore before your HH.offerto 


proue,thatthe moſt congregations in Wales, _ 
he 
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TO THE LL. OF THE COYNSEL. ® 


the verie eſſential outward marks of arrue church, 

and ſothe meanes of ſaluation, and the comfort of 

faith,by the right adminiſtration ot the ſacraments: 

+ 1alſooffer roproue,that you ſhalbe reckoned with, 

without your ſpeedic repentaunce , becauſe thatin 

this point you haue plowed bur iniquitie and ſowed 

wickednef{c,and fo as lob faith, you thall reape the robs 

ſame, Belicuc them nor that tell you all 15 well, vn- Ou 

der your goucrnment in Walcs,and that they are a 

fort of ciamorous and vndiſcreert men, that aftirme 

| thecontrarie, Belecue them not that tell you rhat 

|  itbelongeth nor yntoyour durie tobe carefulof the 

eſtate ofthe Church;& that the Lord requireth no 

more at your hands,bur to maintain ourward peace 

l As though men committed to your goucrnement, 

| weteburdroucs of bruir bea ſtes,onely to be toddee 

red,and kept from externall inuaſtons and inrodes; 

giuc care rather ynto the woordes of the propher, 

who with a loude voice , cricth vnto you , why will [ere 39.03.14. 

you die, you, your familics, and your people by the 

lword,by the famine,and by the peftilence,and why 

wilyou be damned,as the Lord hath ſpoken againſt 

{l may allude withour iniurie to the word} all choſe 

\ goucmeours that will not ' ſee their people prout- * Bra fe 07.23 
ded of the meanes ot ſaluation Thertfore heare not PO_ ny" 

the word:s of the Propheres that tcil you, you ſhall 30.9.3 34.27. 

neither ſec ſworde,or tamine, though you be ſtill as cx0d.20.10.gen 

careles of your pcople,as you hyrherto hauc bene $5-19-2.Gvron. 

looke the puntſhement borh of the flatteringe pro= HUGS WETY 

phers,and of thoſc that are deceiued by their flatte- 

rie.lerem.14.16,Hearc them not 1 ſay,but obey rhe 

Lordein the execution of that dutic which he eff]a- 

gitatcth ar your handes , by calling of your people 

ynto the knowledge of his lonne,thar you may liucy 

for why hguld thus land bee made deſolate for this 

your 
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"TO THE LL. OF THE COVNSEL 
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while in this POLBT yOu icfpile the Lorde,and walke 
Atlin this ſecure coude, or elic *Ieremic 15 deceis 
ued,if they be prophets. And ifthe word of thelord 
beintheu mouthes, ® let them: intreat the Lorde, 
her Maieſtic and your HH.(and ſtirre yc.u vp to lee) 
that the miſcrie ofhelpleiſc Wales may be contide- 
redoff, You are ina miicrable taking,my LL,thar 
enher you haue none about ycu,to tel] you of thele 
thing: ,or thatmendarencere! you ofthe, you are 
more miſerable if being warned of your eſtate, you 
be hai dened ſtill in this ſecuritic, Burthis is not all, 
Secondly theretore, the Lords wrath hangeth o- 
uer wouc heads for toifcrating in Wales the dumb 
miniſtery, the viurped and Antichriſtian ſcates of 
L orde Byihops, and other Romiſh offices there re- 
maining and fotollerared, as by your conſente and 
authoritic they are in force,lt Moſes by a politiue 
law,thould hauc allowed the oftring of ſtrange fic, 
by Nadab and Abihu, tollerated the miniſteric et 
blemithed and deformed Leuites,cnaQted that one 
not betag ofthe line of Aaron, might preſle beſore 
the Altar," ro offer the breade of his God, if Dauid 
had madc it Jawfull for Huzza to lay his hand vpon 
the Atke, if lofiah or any of the godly rulers had gi- 
ven leauc vnto the curicd ſhepherds in thear daics, 
to place others in their fteed *cotake the overſight 
ofthe SanRuarie , briefly had eftablithed any thing 
contrary to the commandement, in the Churche- 
gouernment preſcribed by Moſes, had they nut bin 
indanger vf Gods wrathiqueſtionles they had. And 
thal your HH.be diſpenced with,being guilty oftol- 
lerating andeſtabliſhing greater thinges amongſt 
your people in Wales , in ſtcad of the gouernement 
pre 


vour carcleines.ler,27417.T hcy propheſic vanity & 


a lie ynto your HHH, rbat jaic peace peace vmo you, (Þ 
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To THE LL. OF THE COVNSEL. 7: 


preſcribed by Ieſus Chriſt, aſſure your ſelues no.l do 
therefore in this point for the diſcharge of my con- 
ſcience and durie rowards the Lord,his church,my 
Countrey,and your Hh, taking my life in my hand, 
teſtific ynto you before the eternall G O D and his 
church,chat our vnlearned muinifteric is no miniſte- 
rie in deede, thatthe calling of our L. Bb. Archdea- 
cons,Commiſſaries, ſomoners,and al other the ex- 
crements of the Romiſhe vomir, as non-reſidents, 
&c, remainin3 in Wales,arc intolcrablzbetorc the 
Lorde: and that itis nor likely that ever your Hh. 
rollerating theſe things any longer, thall eſcape the 
reuenging hand of God . The truth hereof, | make 
knowne briefly,(bicauſe I would not be tedious)vn- 
to your Hh. by the reaſons following, and offer ro 
proouec theſe things more ar large vppon the perill 
of my life, and by the grace of God will, againſt our 
4+ L. Bb. all cheir Chaplcins, retaincrs,fauourers, 
and welwillers,whcther in cither of the two vniuer- 
fities in this lande,or in anye placeels in carth, or 
in hell, for in heauen 1 knowe they haue no fautors, 
Theſe things I offer to prooue againſt D. Bridges, 
who lately in a booke of 7. ſhillings price,hath vn- 
der-taken their defence,wherein befides the wrong 
done vnto the Church of God, he hath offered her 
Maieſtie and your Hh, moſt vndurifull iniurye, by 
going abour, for the defence of his bellye, and the 
bellies of the reſt of his coare , to ouerthrowe her 
Maicſties title of ſoueraigne preheminence, and ro 
alienace the hearres of the loyalleſt ſubieRes inthe 
laad, from their moſt louing and carefull Prince 8 
gouernours; As though her Maicſtic and your. Hh. 
ment to rurne the edge of the ſword againſt them, 
whoindeed deſerue nor to be ſmitten with the ſca- 
bard. Andl will prooue,thathe hath crammed in- 
K 


ro 
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ro this gorge , as plainc poperie fer the cefence of 
our pre;ates: as eucr Belarmin, Tucrian, Hard:ng, 
Saunders, cr any «ther the fierbrands, and enfign- 
bearers of Romithe tc2aſon againit her Maieſtics 
crowne, hauc brought forthe tirle otthe popes (u- 
premacy. Although he hath bene, and I doubr not 
thalbe futhc:ently anſwered, by thoſe, whole bookes 
heeisnoc worthie ro beate,yer, in almuch as heein 
this booke hath thewed him {clte to bee an Ammo- 
niti;h, Toviah, againſt the building of Ieruſalemin 
Wales, by dclending ( alafl) reliquias Danaum, 
the very breaches and runes of che Babylonith 0- 
uerthrow, which by the juſt 11d yement of God vn- 
der poperic,wec haue (uſt1ined co beche perfecteſt 
building that Syon can be brought vnro, and ſoby 
this ſlaundcr, withitanderh the Yaluation (which [ 
doubr not} her Maicftic, and your Hh. withe vnro 
my Countrey; Ihauz ſo framed my reafous folow- 
ing, as they ouerthrowe the verye foundation and 
wholc frame o: that wicked booke, And on the con- 
dicion, rhat h;s cauſe mavefall . If I {beſides that 
which others wi! do{ourcrthiow himy& his cauſe, [ 
off-r betore your Hiro lie in trons, & cat the bread 

faitl:Qion, vniillinatwiic7. pentuc bocke 1 dil- 
proouc by rhe worde,make an viter ſpoyle, ruine,& 
ouerthrow, of whatluener he hath brought ior the 
defence of chat, whiche inthe gouernement,is op- 
pugned accordingto the wourde, by the learncdin 
this Lande . 1 ſpeake nut more confidentlye then[ 
ſhould do, for I know the cauſe to be a moſt conti- 
dentand (utc cauſe, and therefore not timorouſlye 
ro bedealt in, butin the feare of God, with all bold- 
nes to be ſtood too and aduouched, 

Nowe that cur dumbe miniſters, non-reſidents, 

Ia Bb. Arch-deacons &c , are nothing els butan 

| increaſe 


TO THELL.GF THE COVNSELT. 


73 


increaſe * of ſinfull men, riſen vyppe in ſtead of their a Nom. 32.14. 
fathers the [doJatrous monks and trycrs, ſtil to aug- 


ment the fizrce wrath of God againſt this Jand,and 
you cur gouernours,and that this booke of D,Br:d- 
ges,and wharſocner el hath bene wiitren fortheir 


deſence, are nothing els bur editts,traitors agamſt. 


God,and ſlaunderers to your iacred goucrnement, 
to defend the falz and exchan2e of church gooas, 
and rhe verye diſtraction of foules, to ſpeake aNin a 
word,that b th theſe corwuptions and their defen- 
ces, are condemded by the Lords reucalcd will,as 
things dire&lyagainlt his wilt, and the Jawcs of his 
maicitie expreſſ:d in his written word,and therfore 
note7 be tollerated by your Hl. vnictle,you rhmke 
you 21ay tollerate {inne by Jaw,nour yer once to bee 
ſpoken for, or countenannced, vnlcflc you woulde 


plead for * Baall,l prooue by theſe reaſons. 


That forme of Church-gouernment; which ma- 
keth leſus Chriſt to bec inferiour vnto Motes, is an 
yngodly gouernement,flat contrary tothe * worde, 


and therefore in no caieto bee toll:zrated, and the 
booke, or bookes defending the ſame, are vagodiye 
wicked,1n1lving buokes. But our Church-gonern- 


ment in Wales, by L, Bb. Arch-deacons, dumbe- 
miniſters,andother eccleſiaſtical officers there,(as 


for non-reſidents,let this one reaſon for all ſeruc a- 
eainſt them, they, in aſnuch as in them lyerh,be- 
reaue the people, ouer whomethey thruſt theme 
ſelues,ofthe onely ordinarye m-anes to ſaluation, 
which is the*word preached,)is ſuch a goucrnmene 
as maketh the Lord of life, Ielus Chriſt inferior vn. 
to Moſes,and this book of De&tor Bridges doth the 

ſame,therfore thi; gouernement ina goucrnement 
not to be tolerated by law in any ſtate,vnlefſe men 


would feecle gods heauic iulgements forthe ſame, 


2 


and 
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ro this gorge , as plainc poperie fer the defence of 
our pre;ates: as euecr Belarmin, Tucnan, Hard:ng, 
Saunders, cr any «ther the fierbrands, and enfign- 
bearers of Romuhe tc2aſon againit her Maieſtics 
crowne, hauebruught forthe tirle ot the popes ſu- 
premacy. Although he hath bene, and I doubr not 
thalbe {uthc:ently an{vered, by thoſe, whole bookes 
heetsnoc worthie ro beate, yer, in almuch as heein 
this booke hath thewed hu iclte to bee an Ammo- 
niti;h, Toviah, againſt the building of Iervſalem in 
Wales, by dclending ( alaflty reliquias Danaum, 
the very breaches and ruines of che Babylonith 0- 
uerthrow, which by the juſt ind yement of God vn- 
der poperie,wc haue 'uſt1ined ro beche perfecteſt 
building that Syun can be brought vnro, and ſoby 
this flaunder, wirhitandeth the faluation (which [ 
doubt not} her Maicftic, and your Hh. withe vnro 
my Countrey; Lhauz fo framed my reaſous folow- 
ing, as they ouerthrowe the verye foundation and 
wholc frame 0! that wicked booke. And on the con- 
dicion, that his cauſe mavefall . If I /beldes thar 
which others wi! do/oucrthiow himy& his cauſe, [I 
off-r betore your Hiro l:eintrons, & cat the bread 
faitl:Rion, vatllinatwiicc7. pennic bocke I dil 
proouc by the worde,make ai viter ſpoyle, ruine,& 
ouerthrow, of what{yvener he hath brought tor the 
detcnce of chat, whiche in the gouernement,is op- 
pugned acceraingto the wourde, by the learncd in 
this Lande . I ſpeake not more confidentlye then [[ 
ſhould do, for I know the cauſe to be a moſt conti- 
dentand {ute cauſe, and therefore not timorouſllye 
to bedealr in, but in the feare of God,with all bold- 
nesto be ſtood tov and aduouched, 
Nowe that cur dumbe miniſters, non-refidents, 
Ia Bb. Arch-deacons &c , are nothing els butan 
increaſe 
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imcreaſe * of finfull men, riſen vppe in ſtead of their a Nom.32.14. 
fathers the [doJatrous monks and tryers, ſtil to aug- 
2 ment the fizrce wrath of God againſt this Jand,and 
. you cur gouernours,and that this booke ot D.Br:d- 
. g:5,and wharſocner cs hath bene wiitren fortheir 
: deſence, arc nothing cls bur editts,eraitors agamſt- 
God,and ſlaunderers to your iacred goucrnement, 
| to defend the ſalz and exchanzve of church gooas, 
and the verye diltrution of ſoules,to ſpeake alin a 
word,that b >th theſe corwuptians and their defen- 
ces, are condemded by the Lords reucalcd will,as 
things dire&ly againſt his wilt, and the Jawes of his 
maieitie expreſſ::d in his written word,and therfore 
note" be tollerated by your Hl. vnic{lc,you rhmke 
you *:ay tollerate {inne by law,nor yer once to bee 
ſpoken for, or countenannced, vnlet]e you woulde 
plead for ” Baall.1 prooue by theſe realons. 
That forme of Church-goternment; which ma- 
keth leſus Chriſt ro bec inferiour vato Moſes, is an 
yngodly gouernemenr,flat contrary tothe © worde, © _—— par 
and therefore in no caie to bee tollzrared, and the We 
| booke, or bovkes defending the lame, are vagodiye 
' wicked,an1lving buokes, But our Church-gonern- 
\ ment in Wales, by L, Bb. Arch-deacons, dumbe- 
miniſters,andother eccleſiaſtical oflicers there,(as 
for non-reſidents,ler this one reaſon for all ſeruc a- 
eainſt them, they, in aſmuch as in themIyerh,be- 
reaue the people, ouer whomethey thruſt them» 
ſelues,ofthe onely ordinarye m-:anes to ſaluation, , 
which is the*word preached,)is ſuch a gouernmene | — 
as maketh the Lord of life, letus Chriſt inferior vn. x, PCt.1,21. 
to Moles,and this book of De&or Bridges doth the 
ſame,therfore thi; goucrnement ina goucrnement 
| notrobetollerated by law in any ſtate,vnlefſe men 
would feecle gods heauic iudgernents for the ſame, 
z and 


b [udg.6.31, 


2 Dan. 9,27. 


braze 55.in-30 
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and therefore alſo a gouernement moſt pernitious q 


and daungerous ynto the ciuill magiſtrate where it 
is eſtabliſhed, and this booke or bookes defending 
the ſame,are vngedly, wicked,and lying books,trat- 
terous againſt the Maieſtic of leſus Chriſt, crying 
tor the importable vengeaunce of God vppon ſuch 
Magiſtrates astollerate them . The propobitionis 
not to be doubted off , The afſumprtion is thus pro» 
nided .Thatgouernement,and thar booke,whiche 
holdeth Icſus Chriſt,God and man,to haue preſcri- 
bed no external form of gouernment in his church 
bur ſuch as atthe pleaſure of the magiſtrate, when 
time andplacercquireth, may withour finne be al- 
tered: preferreth Moſes beforc the Lord leſus:This 
15 manifeſt out of the expreſſe word outof the text, 
Heb.3.2.6, Becauſe chat the Lorde Icſus beeingthe 
ſonne, inthis place is compared with Moſes a taith- 
ful ſeruaunt, is preferred before Moſes,inregarde 
of rhe externall gouzrnement, which Moſcs had fo 
fairhtully preſcribed, as it was not to bee altered or 
chaunged arthe pleaſure of any magiſtrate, vntill 
the meſſiah ſhould cauſe the oblations to cea(.*For 
wharking was there cuer in Iudah,that without the 
breach of Gods lawe,could cuer alrer the externall 
forme of the iewiſh Church inthe Leuitical prieſt- 
hood & officers, And that the compariſon berween 
the ſonne,and the ſeruant Chriſt and Moſes,is con- 
cerniug the externall, and not concerning the ſpy- 
rixuall gouernment of the inner man,as D. bridges 
fayth iris plainc,bicauſe that Moſes had nothing to 
doe with the gouerning of the inner man, &there- 
fore it werenoprerogatiue for the Lorde to be pre- 
ferred in faithfulnes before Moſes , in that thinge 
wherein Moſes neuer dealt . Nowe Ilaffumerthat 
our fourme of C hurch-goucrnement in m_ 
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and this wicked booke,holdeth Iefus Chriſt to haue 
ordained ſuch an externall forme of gouernment 
in his Church at his departure from earth to hea- 
uen,as at the pleaſure of cke magiſtrate may be al- 
ecred,vithour the brech of Gods inſtirution: which 
thing D.Bridges affirmerh page. 55.and allour pre- 
lates will graunt that the magiſtrate may alter the 
forme of goucrnement now eſtab/thed, and there- 
fore this goucrnement, and this booke preferrerth 
Moſes before Iefus Chrilt.And I cannot lee how far 
this differeth from blaſphemie. Now if Chriſt ſhuld 
be ſaide tohaue ordained no externall regiment, 
then Moſes is far before him,and to the thirſt of ſu- 
perioritic in our prelates and their accompliſhes 
3s turned into extreme drunkennes of impactic by 
this aflertion, 
Ibeſcechthe Lord in wercie roopen your Hh.cies, 
thar you may ſce howhe and his people haue bene 
dealt with,by retaining ſuch lawes in force, as iuſtle 
and ouerthrow the royall prerogatiue of his ſonne, 
And the Lord make you roſee wherher thoſe men 
that defend the intereſt of the ſonne of God in this 
point,againſt the tyrannicall v/urpation of prelats, 
and haue brought tor his title , vnauniwerable cui- 
dence,our of the ſacred records of Gods owne wri- 
tings(offending either in matter or circumſtance, 
innoone thing: bur that they haue nor dealt more 
earneſtly with your Hh.and more ronndly with the 
aduerſaries in the righr of their maſter)haue deſer- 
ued to be impriſoned, thruſt out of their liuings, re- 
uiled,railed vppon,and (laundered,(vy vngodly and 
wicked prelates,)vnto your Hh.as ſeditious and dif. 
contented men with the ciuill gouernment,dange- 
rous ſubiefts,and enemies to her Maicſtics crowne, 
And ſurely the cauſe being made knowen ynto you 
Z as 
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as it is,howſocuer the Lord may beare with your 6+ 
uerfight herctoſore, inthe ignorance of the waight 
thereof: yer if you do not now abrogate an41 aboliſh 
ſuch a Churchgouernement. wel may you hopetor 
the fauour and entertainment of Moſes, that 15,the 
eurſc of the law,bur the fauvur and louing conntes 
nance of [efus Chritt,l doe nut ſee how you thall e- 
uer inioy, 
os My ſecond reaſon, That forme of church-gouer- 
if | ment,and booke or bookes, whiche maketh the ec* 
1/4 clchafticall regiment,to bee an humane conſtituti» 
on,thatis,ſuch a conſtirution,as 1s incluſtuely acor- 
po ding to the word, any more th2n the cuuil} gouern- 
” a rPcrs. 13.8 ment, which * :I'o muſt be incluſtuely according to 
' 2Pet.zzo, the word,and fo may atthe magiſtrates pleaſure be 
changed as the ciuill goucrnment may,that gouer- 
ment,and that booke or bookes, (beſides that they 
prefer Moſes before leſus Chriſt as before) 15 a wic+ 
ked goucrnment, and they wicked , ſophiſtical} and 
vngodly bookes: But our gouernement in Churche 
b pag*.55. cauſcs,and® this booke with all other books of this 
greiſt , make the ecclefiaſticall goucrnment to bee 
''Þ aothing elſe but'an huraaine conſtitution , whiche 
wy may bce alcered at the magiſtrates pleaſure, There: 
| fore our Church-goucrnementin Wales , and this 
booke or bookes,are vngouly and wicked. The pro- 
ja poſition is prooucd by theſe reaſons. Firſt becauſe 
; they make no difference berweene that which bee 
longethrorhe true worſhip of God,as ecclefiaſtical 
q gouernement doth,8& that which appertaincrth vn- 
| 2Perer.t.3. rociuill pollicie.Contracy to;the Apoſtle who afhr- 
| meth in expres words,that we haue receiucd by the 
knoledge of God, wharſocuer belongeth vnto true 
religion,for ſo rhe word Euſebeia (tranſlated godli- 


nes)lignificth in that place, wheras there was neuer, 
yer 
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yet ary place of ſcripture found, wherin we are ſaid 

to haue by the knowledge of God , whatſocuer be - 

t | Jongethcoanthropinen kreifin, the ciuill magiſtrar 

C called mans ordinance by the ſame apoſtle.' Wher- az. Perer.z, '3, 
- 


in. thoſe thinges which are invented by chem that 
never knew God , way be inclufhuclts according to 


the worde, Secondly Ecclchiallicall gauerncment 
being granted tobe an humaine con{trution , ma- ; 
. ke h h Pe : } _ (; "_ : b F : : cAnd D, Bridges 
en Ne FOPEe To Iaue ui CIENT Warracn Olit auoucherh - this 
the worde , nct of Þ1+ jdo;/atrous and fa'lc roÞg.0n, for good dodrrin 


| bur ofhis ſupe: toritie oucr ciuil magiftrares, and al a5 1 will thew, 
the Paſtors in the Churche. For why ſhcu!d not hee 

{che ciuill magiſtrate granting him this ſuperioritie 

| asthey vnder his iuri!d:Rion do) be allowed by the 

wore © be aboue the Ermperour, and all other ma- 

eiſtrares and mimiſt-<rs whoſocuergt the ecclebaſti- 

call gouernement be an humane ordinance. For 

am aliured that the {:mperor and all cther princes 

in Europe may chule a wagiſtcate ſuperiour vnts 

them all ifthey will, And why »1ay not hebe a By- 

top or an Arch-biſhop, if the Church-gouerment 

be an humane ordinance,or if itbe lawful for cither 

of them to be a Lord and beare cini] office, Third- 

I; if Church-gouuernmcnt bee an humane conſtitu- 

tion,then it may be lawtul for a Church-goucrnour 

to preach , adminiſtec che ſacraments, vuerlee,ex- 
communicate,8&c.and to be a king, For the Apoſtle 

maketh it Jawfnll for any ſuyplying the pi2cc ofan 

humane conſtitution lawfully , ro bee a king,and L 

would they durſt denic it? And where then learned 

l they thatdiuiniriezthat it is more againſt the word, 

for a Biſhop tobe nafileus a king, Hyperichon a ſu- 

riour, Hegamon a caprarne or gourrrour, ® becir;gb r,Per.x.13. 
titles ſanftified by the holy ghoſt for ciuill offices, LuKk.22.25. 
tlica Curios a Lord, nyperpheron aprelat ofthe 
gal. 
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garter,Euergeres a lords grace. The former & the | 
latter being by our Saviour himſelf forbidden ynto V- 
Biſhops or miniſters . The ſecond vz. Hyperpheron 
neuer read in the werde,that I can remeber, If they 
fay,that the abuſe of lordlines and gracclefſe grace, 
is forbidden by Chriſte; they haue bene anſwered, 
they are anſwered, and let them replie if they can, 
thatthe Lorde neucr allowed abufe or tyrannie in 
ciu!l! goucrnours,wheras he doth not forbid them 
ro rule as Lordes,and to be called grace,and there. 
fore ſpeaketh of the ſan&iked vie of gouernement 
and utles: which ſanQikied vſe lawfull inthe ciuill 
magiſtrates, hee denicth to be lawfull in his mini. | 
ſters.Becauſe therefore,firſt ro make that which be. 
longeth ro the outward worſhip of God,to haue na 
more ground our of the worde, then that which ap- 
pertaineth vnto the ciull magiſtracie. Secondly ts 
allow of the Popes ſuperioritic , and to affirme that 
a miniſter may alſo be a king,are wicked and abſurd 
afſertions,direRly againſt the word as we ſee.T her- 
fore it is wicked in like manner, to make the Eccle. 
fiaſticall gouerment to be an humane conſtiturion, 
And nct vnlikly alfoby lirle& licle,as experience in 
poperie techeth vs , to paue the way for the vnder- 
mining of the ciuil gouernment.For why may not a 
forged donation ofConſtantin,or Ludouicus Pius, 
in time ioyn the crown of England to the ſea of Da+ 
uid,or pangor eſpeciaily,which from Ioſeph of Are- 
matheacan be prooucd to haue alittle better con- 
tinuaunce of perſonall ſucceſſion, then Rome can 
from Percr,aſwellas it ioynedthe ay Of Scle 
cilia,the Dukedome of Naples the iſlands Corfics 
Sardinia,&c,ynto the Popes miter? 

The thirde reafon is thus framed(andI will be 
briefc) That forme of Church-goucrnment & _ 
booke 


wall 
: 


TO THE LL. OF THE COVNSEL 


hooke or bookes,which reacherh that there is ſom- 
thing to be obſerued,belides that , which was con- 
clud:d in the comiſſion giuen by our ſauicur chriſt 
vnto his Apoſtles, wherein they were entoyned ro 
reach vs to obſerue wharſocuer hee had commaun- 
ded rhem,is a goucrnement exccrable and accur{- 
ſed, (and fo are the bookeys) by the ſpirite of God in 
plaine wordes, Gal.1.9, And bceing luch,farre be ir 
that either the gouernement or the bookes ſhoulde 
be maintained by law,ſuch a curfle being pronoun- 
ced againſt the retaining of exccrable things, as we 
find: Deur.7.15.Bur our tourme of Church-gouern- 
ment in Walcs and this booke, with manye others 
publiſhed by auRoricic, reach the ſame, For where 
is it included, much lefſe,preſcribed inthe woorde, 
that our ſaujour Chriſt abo!liſhed an outwarde go- 
uernement of the Church, in the Leuricall poll.ry, 
being in no ſort an humaine ordinance, bur altogi- 
ther preſcribed by the Lorde him ſelie,to the ende, 
that vnder che Golpell, there ſhould be no gouern- 
mcnt, bur an humaine ordinaunce, that might bee 
chaunged at the pleaſuce of man; - Or where is it 
reuealed,that the apoftles gauc the ciul magiſtrar, 
when any ſhould be inthe Church,the commiſſion 
to aboll.ſh: the presbyrerie eſtabliſhed by them, as 
our aduerſaries confelle,(asthe* word faith by god 
himſclie, and therefore not to bee abrogated vnrill 
his pleaſure in that point be known) becauie there 
was no chriſtian magiſtrate. Thereforethis gouern- 
mentand this booke or bookcs are exccrable and 
accurſſed, 

Laſtly, that fourme of gouernement, and thar 
booke or bookes, which affirme the kingdoome of 
Chriſtin the ourward gouernment to be akingdom 
that canotbe ſhaken, that is altered or remoued as 

L the 


79 


Martth.a9.19.20 


a 1'Cor.13.5.12 
EpheC.4.4.rom. 
12.6.1 FCt.4. 10, 
Mat.21.25.& 
12.11, 
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the ccremoniall got erne mm nc was , aftirme that | 
which 15 contrane tothe exprefle wrirten worde of Þ &£ 
Ged,H:b.12.23, and therefore not to be tollerated 4 
in anye chriſtian eſtate, Bur our Chkurch-gouerne- t 
ment in Wales by L. bb. Arci- deacons,dutmbe tile | 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 


miters, conuaiflaries,%&c, ia their making of minys 
Fi ſters,ccn/ures,cxcommu:nications, &c, 15 luch,and 
i ſuch is this vn'carned heape and {ophitticall booke 
| or boolkes, Therefore both the gouernement and 
#: the booke or bookes affiraie things contrary tothe 
Nh word,% ſo arc not tobe toleraied vnleſie we would 
| Proc26.2.7 have the Lorde bring ſpecdye ſhame and confulion 
vpon vs : for matntainin? finne by law, The propo. | 
firion is moſt apparant ; Eecaule that by the words |, 
(kingdomethat cannot be thaten) mult needes be 
ment perticularlye , whatlocucr tgnitication elle 
they hauc as more gen<raÞ;) the outward gonernc- 
J ment recciued vnder the Goipell ftince the aboliſh- 
i! ing ofthe ceremoniall law , whic h being conipared 
| in regard of continuance, and remo0!ing,or doin 
away, which Motcs his gonernement, is laid tobe a 
kingdom that cannor be thaken, that 1,!uch as the 
Lordneve: m:ancth to alter agati vnto the worlds 
end,as tolauc another placcdin the ſtead ofirby \ 
him ſelfe, much lefſe by mian , whereas that vnder 
Moſes * is affirmed by Haggay, and here by the apo. 
ſlezro bee a kingdome or gouernment that can bee 
ſhaken or altered . And this is the proper meaning 
ofthe place. For by the worge kingdome,that can» 
not bee ſhaken.muſt needs be menr,cither the afſu. 
rance of ſaluation which we hauec vnder the goſpel, 
or our enioying and pofleiling of cternall life,or els 
the outward goucrnement,not onely in the preach» } 
| ing ofthe worde, and adminiſtration of the Sacra« þ 
| ments, but jache very chupch othces , the manner 


; of 
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of their choice,and their ſubics whereinthey are 
occupied. But as concerning the aſſurance offalua- 
tion in this fe, and the polſeſſion of eternall lite in 
heu&, which the fathers vnder the law had,it was no 
more to be ſhaken then ours,the meanes rherevnto 
by the word preached, they had aſwvell as wee, and 
ſoin theſe reſpe&s they had a kingdome that could 
nomore be ſhaken then ours, Ir reniainerh there= 
fore, that theirs was to be ſhaken,in regard of theyr 
ourward gouernement,and therfore ours vamoue- 
abieinthis re{pet which were ſenſclefſe robe afhie- 
med, if Chriſt in his kingdome,whereynto wee are 
heere ſubjects had inſtitured no externall goucrne« 
ment, Can that bee ynmoouable whichis nor at al? 
more ſen(elefle ir were to rhiake this kingdome to 
de ynmurablec, in regard ofthe ſacraments, and not 
of the perſons and offices , who were todeale with 
thoſe miſteries , 

Tocome againe toyour Honors, you arc notto 
learne, that to defend by lawe,or countcnaunce by 
authority the breach cf Gods ordinances the de- 
fence of lin,the defence of the fin is hatred of God, 
who rewardeth the to rheir face thar hare him,deu, 
7.19, &therfore allo you are nor ro bertaughr,whar 
horr#>le finnes you committe , in countenauncing 
and maintayning ſuch execrable impictics.They ar 
notrifles as you fee, And Lafſure you,that Dick 
and Abiram, the ſons of Eliab,mcn* famous in the 
congregation, had more colour of right ro claime 
ynto them ſelues, either the ciuill gouernemenr 
trom Moſes, or the prieſthocde from Aaron , be» 


"e 


a Nom.26 a, 


cauſe they were the ſonnes of Reuben the firſt born > Genel49.4 


vnto whoſe lot had he.not defiled his fathers bed by 
all likelyhnode, either the ſceprer or the prieſthood 
{hold haue fallen,then theſe yſurpers haue ro claim 


the 


ompare Bcla- 
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the places they arc in, whereunto either by right of 
inheriraunce according to the fleſh, or ordinaunce 
from God,thcy caa lay no title.You are wile inough 
I hope to conſider, what it is rotollerate the mani- 
feſt breach of Gods law,Well if you be not carefull 
herof,yct at the leſt, look how you countenance the 
manifcſt ouerthrowe of her Maieſties ſepreame au- 
thoritie and royall ſoucraigatie ouer her people, 
both miniſters and others which D. bridges as tlat- 
ly ouerthroweih in this booke, as cuer did any thar 
gaine-ſaied the ſame. For the proofe hereof, ler his 
owne wordes bee brought foorth and arraigned be- 
before your Hh, page 448.linc 3.theſe be his words. 
Doth $.Peter then forbid,that any one elder ſhould 
haue and exerciſe any ſuperiour gouernment ouer 
the cleargy,vnderſtand:ng the cleargie inthis ſenſe, 
It hee doth not but alloweth ir, and his ſclfe praRti- 
ſedir, then howſoeuer both the name both of go» 
ucrning and of Cleargie may be abuſed,the matrer 
1s clear,that oneprieit or e!der among the refidew 
may hane, a lawfull iuperiour auQhoritye ouer the 
cleargie,thar is,ouer all the vniucrſall bodyc of the 
Church in cuerie perticular or ſeuerall congregati- 


on.3.withthis on, and ſo nor onely ouer the people, buralſo ouer 


ne to hauc ſpo 


the whole order of miniſters.Thus far are his words 
A ſhamcics & miſcrable dottor be is, ifhe dare de* 


en for the arch nie them , bur more miſerable and ſhamcles,if af- 


firming them he dare Jooke any chriſtianſubictin 


zarthe other the face,much lefle your Hh, Belarmine the chicfe 


popilh writerin our daies,hath ſaid no more for the 
pope in fiue whol: books written vpon this contro- 
uerfic,urofthe D,words I thus reaſon. Whoſoeuer 
aftirmeth that one prieſt amongſt the reſidue may 
haue a lawfull ſuperiour auRtrhoritic ouer the vni- 


ucrſall bodice 0; the Church, hee (belides the indu- 
ring 
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cing of aforrain'power( afirmerh that a prieſt may 

excrciſe a Jawfull ſuperiour authority ouer her Ma- 

ieſtic,and all other magiſtrates, much more muni- 

ſters within the vaiuertallbodie ofthe Church, and 1'Eliza x 
ſodireRly is within the compalle of treaſon, by the ® —__—— 
breach ofthe ſtaturs,prouided for the maintenance **09 
of her Maicſlies tuprcmacie within her owne do- pq... 1 
minions,But D.Bridges doth this, let his own words capuale judici- 
wines againſt him.T herfore he athirmeth that ſom um voco pane 
one prieſt may exerciſc aJawtull iu mags anthori- _— _ 
rie ouer her Maicſtic , and fo 1s within compaſle of | 2m 
the ſaid ſtatures,if he dare ſtid to that he hath writ- prub auero mo- 
ren. Nothing can be iaferred out.of his words, but do ipte fibi con» 
that which is ſer downe in the propotition,for 1 am wy re deum 
ſure,he wil notbe lo impudetly eraiterous,as to de- mea rob 
ny hir Maicſtic to be cont. incd withinthe vnuerſal perere,tcd caula 
bodie of the Church. For by rhis mcanes rhe wret- 

ched man would make her Maieſty to be an infidel, 

and ſo ſhould fnare himſelfe againe within the com- 

palle of *rreaſon, And if he faye, his meaning is not _.. 

that this prieſt ſhou]1be a foraincer,and fo thinkerh t3-Eliza.s. 


b7 


; todelude the ſtaturs,the plaſter maketh the wound 
| farre more grieuous and irkefonic, For ht che in- 
' turtous indignitic is far greater ynto her right ex- 


ccl'ent Maieſtie', co make her owne vaſlall,to bee a 


| ſupcriour gouernor ouer her,vnto whom no prince 
els in all Europe, will yeclde any homage, thento 

acknowledge her ſelfe ro be within the ſheepefolde 
; ofa forraine Pope, whoit may bee is a Noble man 
| borne,and hath the Emperor, & the greateſt ſtates 
| inchriſtendome,vnder his paſtoral! charge. Inthe 
| ſeconde place,what notable contumehie 1s this for 
4 the noblckinges of Denmarke and Scors, the ſtate 
7 of Germanie,Helueria and all others, that haue re- 
iectcd the Popes authoritic as volawfull ,nczonely 


3 in 


| APpape273. 


d page 445-446. 
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in regard of his idolatrie and pride , buteuen ofhis 
lordly rule and ſupreme dignitie, ro helde itlawfull 
for them to haue an Engliſh prieſt to vſurpe autho- 
ritie onerthem and the Churches within ther do- 
minions ? AndI cannotexprefle what indignitie ir 
were to conceiue ſo yilely of her Maicſtie, the whol 
aſſemblic of parliament, and your Hh.as ro deeme, 
that you baniſhed poperie our of the land no others 
wiſe,then you hs 6 it [awful] notwithſtanding, 
for an Engliſhe prieſte(l keepe the pricſtly D.owne 
wordes) inſtead of an Italian pope to have ſuperi- 
our 2uQhoritie cucr the vnuuerſall bodie of the 
Church, And howſoeuer ſome Jawyers not vndere 
ſtanding how the ſtate ofthe queſtion concerning 
the popcs prerogatiue is ſet downe by the beſt late 
popiſh writers,wight finde ſhifts for D gridges,to a- 
uoid the danger of the ſtarnte , becauſe there is not 
a parricuJar inſtance brought in by him of a parti- 
cular prieſt, and a particular prince : yet herof your 
Hh.may be affuredly perſwaded, that if the thinges 
ſerdowne in ithis wretched and flaunderous booke, 
be tollerable & canonical,the queſtion concerning 
the popes ſupremacie, (whiche is the point I vrge, 
and not the treaſon) is granted on the papiſtes fide, 
For if it be yeeldzd, thatone prieſt or clder among 
the refidue,may haue a lawtull ſuperiour authority 
ouer the vniuerſall bodic of the Church, that an A- 
poſtle might be a biſh. affirmed by * D.eridges, thar 
Peter was prince of the Ap-ſtles, being the title, & 
as irwere the wibuſhe of ? 2. pages, in this duriful 
booke , that from Peter rhe originall of vnitic did 
ipring,thatthe Church might be gronnded ypon y- 
nitie(alledged by the D. out of * Ciprian; The like 
ſentence beeing no lcfle then thriſe brought in by 
»:1larrpinc out of Ciprian alſo,to the ſame pages 
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if theſe things Ifay,be granted, whar can the papilts 
delire more tointerr the popes ſupremacie? tor £y- 
taer they will prooue Peters ſucceſiou to be this 
pricit,or ſome other mult be broicht,that can ſhew 
better euidence then he can, This is Bellarmines 
own rea'»n.De Rom.ponclib.z.cap.1z. 753.D.and 
theſe be the points, in the procfe whercot hee hath 
lweat and laboured {© fore,in his firſt two books, de 

Rom,poanrif, And ifthe auoiding of a particuiar in- 

{tant would anſwere the ſtatute, no popu traitors 

hereafter will be gotten within the compatle there- 
ot,lecing in genetall rearmes chcey may lawfully a- 
uouch the popes ſupremacie , and ſtande vnto this 

high ercaſon the particular opening wherot, would 
coſt them their laues,and rhey will ſay no more,but 

thac one priclt may hatic alawtvll ſuperiour authe- 

ritic,as D sridges ſanh Peter had, ouer the ynuer- 
{a!l bodice of the Church, Now whether this priatte 

bethe pope orno, or whether the pope may haue 

this {ſupertoritie Ouer her Maicſtic, as being within 
the bodte of the churche orno, they leaue irro the 

conſideration of others,the inſtance woulde bee as 

much as their life were worth, And what (hold they 

endanger tacir lies by vitering tharyin particular, 

which in genera!lbelike may be affirmed wich ſafe- 
rie, The generall affercion, that a prieſt may haue a 
Jawful] ſuperior authoritie over the yniueria;l body 
of the church, being true and 1oide of rreaſon: why 
ſhallnor the particular inſtance that the pope may 
be this prieſt which may haue this ſuperiour autho» 
ritie ouer hir Maieſtic,as being included within the 
yniuerſall bodice ofthe church be ſoro ? if one prieft 
may, haue this authoritic? what ſhall hinder whis 
the pope may net be this prieſt (though hee be not) 
his idolatric he may leauc,his pride he may leaue, 

- 


his 


| Many of the 
Popes them- 
ſclues neuer ſar 
at Rome bur £1- 
ther ar Lions, 
Arminia or A- 
vinion,looke 
Platina,Bac. _ 
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his triple crowne he may leaue, his name of pope 
he niay leauc, and whie then may not he ſumtimes, 
though not alwayes,be capable of this lawti:l]ſupe- 
riour authoriric, as weil as ſome <ther pricſt? yea, 
bur thi> prieſt muſt nor hauchis ſca:e ar Rome. The 
he will remooue bts chaire vnto Raucnna, or Can- 
terburic,and lo there thaibe no difference between 
him and thus prie!t wherof D.siidges ſpeaketh.And 
by this good divunine, Sixius the fitth,now pope of 
Rome,beirg no 1dolater, void of pride, abandonirg 
R1S tripic crowncaid nome of pope,remouuryg al- 
ſo his (cate varo L A M BE TH, might bee that one 
pricſt,among the relicuc,that might hauc a lawfull 
lupertcnr authoritic ouer the vniuerſa!] bodice of 
the church, as Þ. Bridges without bluſhing hath af- 
firmed.Let him nowe go and barke atthe godly mi- 
nilters in this Jand, as he doth flaunderouſly inthe 
preface of his prophane booke. The intentes of vn- 
dermining the cinill gouernment, are found inthe 
yndutifull casket ofhis own boſome, whereof their 
clothes arc not once privie, What ſhouldel] at this 
timelay open any more of his vndurifull poſitions? 
his booke I will at all times prooue to bee nothing 
els,but a popiſh quilt, let him challenge me of mine 
offer when he wil. This matter concerning her Ma- 
ieſties ſupremacie,being too too haynous of it ſc]ce, 
I meane notto agrauate and make more odious, 
Your Hh.may "ia, va peſtilenr and pernicious this 
wicked gouernment of our prelats is,cuen vnto hir 
Maieſtics ſupreame and ſuperiour autk ority, which 
neuct any fincerelie ſeeking for reformation , at a- 
ny time eyther denied ordiminiſhed, the ſame be- 


ing rightly vnderſtood accurding tothe meaning of 


the ſtature, And wharſoeuer hee hath ſaide of the 
godly learned miniſters , you ſee that it is he & his 
| ? fa 


ob, HEE SES...) 


SE © = 


fathers houſe , with the goucrnment thereof, that 
go abour totread vnder Dot the Lords annomted, 
And thisis the good diuinity that this Balaam for 
his lucres ſake, is not aſhamed to teache, and your 
Hh. dread not totollerate, As though we hadde to 
lictle to anſwere before the Lorde,for the Antichri- 
ftian dominion of the pope in this lande, hee muſt 
needs make a pricſt in the land which may ferch the 

lague fromother nations to bee powred yppon vs. 

ather then the madnes of ſuche a propher ſhould 
be vnrebuked, the very dumbe afle, ſpeaking with a 
mans voice, would gain-ſay the fury of fuch a phi- 
liſtian rongue : I cannor thinke my Lordes, but thar 
the Lorde hath ſome memorable plagues reſerued 
for you and vs vnder your goucrnment, if notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe things, you ſtil countenance ſuch 


vildaines in l{racll, as becing the very ornaments of X+WUaini 64 


the Lords tabernacle, 

I hauc ſer downe our ofthe infallible trueth of 
Gods eternall word, the reaſons whereby the holie 
ghoſt cutreth che throare , ef all the corruptions in 
our church, and hath giuen a deaths wounde,vnro 
the vitall parrs of this popiſh ware-houſe of Door 
bridges.And let me ſce who will dare to replic vpon 
them? As for D.,bridoes him ſelfe,his vnfanery and 
ynlcarned ſtile, his popiſhe reaſons, long fince ban- 
niſhed out of the ſchooles of all ſound deuines,hys 
tranflation of other mens writings, throughout hys 


whole booke, his yngodly and abbominable*praier *P*8e &55- 


that the preaching of the word may neuer bee had 
generally throughour the land, his {cripture *being 


the ſubſcription of the ſecond epiſtle to © Timothie, c Page.56. 
his alleadging of writers,as cleare againſt himſelfe, 349-550» 


as blacke is ro white, as of Auguſtine,Caluin,Areri- 


us,&c, his *imperfeR periodes _—_— ſence or ſa- d Page 442. ! 


wour, 
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1 > Sg vour,his * Biſhop lanes, Arch-bdlops, "Tim.and 
þ CES EIDOS p Titus, his tranſl} atizns of © vos aurem nulite yocari 
| 6 Page 450. radbr, into wi:lnut you beecalledrabbi, wh thuy- 
fand other monimens of his prophane unpety,lor- 
tſh ignorance,a 1d want of earr.ing,euident]y con- 
unce, that he was never 25 yes, #t Piazonis Polita, 
where any good [exrning grewe,but hath wallowed 
him lelfe all bis lite , 1n Komultfece, whence Jear= 
ning bath ben Jong fince baniſhed, & godlines ne- 
uerihone.Andtherture heoi al others can diſproue 
þ Yerlerki nothing: vilefic the quelt:on be fore hand be gran- 
| + moms way iP ted of his fice. For to oniit,that in 169, ſheets of pa- 
| eitherb- anſive P*rbc hath dun nothing, bur cue! thrown him lelte, 
| ged,or haucrne viterly ſhamed his whooiſhe cauſe, by ſhewing the 
| cauſegranted'at nakednes thercof, rran{latcd other mens writings, 
tis hands. caught the reader howe to vnderſtand the learned 
diſcoarſe, and added marginall notes , ſo thatat o- 
ther men had never written he would haue ſaid no- 
thing, this thalve found vndowbred!y true through- 
out the whole boob e,that he hath made a coucnanr 
before hand, not co diſpure,vnictle you graunr con» 
clufion, & 3Jl, and rather tlatiic robe non phi then 
prooue any tiino, Putone 4. bibops and their fau- 
ors arc,ur wouid be accorned leained, I dcfhre no 
more againſt them al, but to bc 1idiciaily heardgac- 
cording to the word, 1f | bee diprocuce ln any one 
thinz Ll have written, | will net 4chire ro hue, 
Hence itmuſt needs tc!!owe, (your Hh, hauing 
regard ynto the ſtate of your ſules, and bodies be- 
fore the Lord, and your good name amongſt poſte- 
rities) that if theſe things ſet downe bee true (1tnor 
bring vpon me deſerued ſhame & puniſhment)you 
will cither redre!le the miſerable cttare of diſtrefled 
Wales,by creAing there a godly minuſtery, and ab= 
boluhing of al Canamualh reliques:or for the main- 
TEnAance 
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tenance of a few vnconſcionable and gedlef]e men, 
aduenture to vndergo the Fery and flaming execu. 
tin of the burning decree of Gods anger, My LI. 
be not deceiued, the Lord of heauen is angrie wyth 
you, and his whole * hoaſt ſor the Babilonith gar- a Tofh.7.9.21, 
ments of thele Achans, Reraine them no longer, if <zech.38.22, 
you woulde not fall before the enemic ; When the 
Lorde thall plead with you, your wues,chuldren,tfa- 
wilies, and the whole 1:nd,with peſt:lence, or with 
blood, as he 1s lilely ro do, for theſe wadges of exe- 
crable gold,it is noc,the pontiticall Lordthips of by- 
ſhops, at whoſe commaundement, the lordes ſword 
will * returne againe into his ſheath, when your gal- b terem.47.6.. 
ping ſoules, ſhall cry for mercy ac the Lords hands, 
1tis not the proud, & popelike Lordlinps of biſhops, 
their vſurped iunſdiftions, their prophane excom- 
munications, their railing flaunders againſt Gods 
eruch and his ſernants, their blalphemous breathing 
of the holye ghoſt yppon their Idol pricſts,that will 
drive the Lord ro giue you any coforr, Let me ther- 
fore(though my perſon bee bale,& contCptible) cn- 
treat your Hh. that the tudgements of God againſt 
{in, both in this life, and 1a the other of cternal woe 
and miſcrie, may appeare lo terrible in your eres,8& 
of that vndoubted conſequence, as you will no lon- 
g-rretaine ynder your goucrnment theſe thynges, 
whoſe continuance doe gue the Lord 14ſt cauſe in 
this life,to pronounce this, ſentence,by the meurh 
of | leremiah againſt euery one of you,and execute © 1162242930. 
the ſame. O carth,carth,carth, heare the wordes of 
Ichouahywrite thelegnen deſtirule of children,men 
that ſhall nat proſper in their daics,yca, there ſhall 
nor be a man of their ſeed that ſhall proſper, and fir 
at the counſell cable, or bcare ul. in England anyc 
more, And inthe life to come, to ſaye : moreouer, 
z theſe 
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a Luke.29.27, theſe® mine enemies that would not ſuffer mee ro 
J beare rule ouer them,and their people, bring hither 
and ſlay before my face, yea, binde them hand and 
foor,and throw them to vtter darknes, where there 
is weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Andler me,cra- 
uing vppon my knees,with all ſubmiſſion, and car- 
neſtneſſe, and more earneſt if it were poſſible ob- 
raine,that my countrey-men by your meanes may 
haue the word preached,cuen the meanes, wherby 
they may l;ue for euer with Abraham, Iſaac,and Ia- 
co inthe kingdome ofheauen, Graunt them this 
my Lords though I die for it. Oh I would thinke it 
an happic death, which ſhoulde make mee the firſt 
| meſſenger to carie ſuch ioyful newes vnto the bleſ© |} 
"Re PE" ſed? Saincts,and aunvels in heaucn, as that Wales 
' *._ wereconuertedfrom finne, And this the Lord kno- 
ethis ch2 only ſcope of my writing, andnotthe dil- 
crediting,and galling of our lord-biſhops. Let nor 
their places withſtand the ſaluation of my brethren, 
and the true ſernice of God among them, andife- 
uer | cither write,or ſpzak more againſt them, any 
further then thcir ſcars are like to bee the ruine of 
her Maicſtie and your Hh. ler it coſt mee my life, | 
leare me in this war good my Lords, the regarde / 
wherccf,your ſoules ſhallfind, otherwiſe,l amfike- 
lyzto become a weariſome , and an importunate 
ſuror ynto you , The colitenance of that creature 
1s as yet vnſcene,that ſhal enforce me(by the lords 
ailiftanceto take a denia!) at your hands. 

The cauſe is ſo juſt, r1art if ur were (as ometimes 
itw23s by the © Avoſtle himſelfe decided) , in the A- 
the:uans Arcopago,a court for heathen uwſtice of 
f:moins in] celebrated memorie,I doubr not burir | 
ſho !!d bz heard. And ſhall irnot haue iuſtice arthe 
chriſt:an counſell rable of England? Iuſtice my LLI 

lay,tor l ſceke nothing els , bur thatthe ſtatures of 
me 
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the God of iudgement & iuſtice,may be made kno-?” 
wenin my deare countrie, where now they are vn- 
heard off, Then the which, knowe not what can be 
more juſt, neither can I ſce whar iuſtice in tructh, 
canne bee miniſtred by them rhar negleRe this 
cauſe.Verelye, for mine owne part (G OD ayding 
me)l will ncuer leaue the ſuir,varill I either obrain 
it at your hands;or bring the Lordin vengeance & 
blood,to plead with you tor repelling his own cauſe 
Here I kno'y it will bz anſwered,that counſellors 
can donothing in the maiter,her Maieſtic hath re- 
ferred all vnto the prelares, in church cauſes, They 
haue dealt with her, they cannor, they may nor be 
heard, Be it that her maicſtic hath bin mooued by 
you forthe redrefle of the church,you ſhuld doit a- 
ain,& againc,andncucr leaue vorill you be heard. 
Bo matters are ncuer brought to paſſe, withour 
great & mightic endeuours.Our ſinnes haue other- 
wiſe deſerued,then that the Lord ſhould ar the firſt 
incline mercie vnto vs, inthe {ight ofher highnes. 
would any of you alter any part of th: goucrnment 
of his familic, being perſwad:d by leude flateerers, 
that all were well, vnlefle the abulc were ſhewed, & 
you earneſtly delt with for a reformation ? And can 
you blame,thar our ſoueraigne is hardly drawen to 
reforme the Church,whole cſtate cuen inher hea- 
ring,is ſaid daily out of che pu]pit,to bee moſt flow- 
riſhing,whereas the deformicie thereof is nor made 
knowne ynto her ? I knowe it is no ſmall perſwaſion 
that ſhould draw a Monarch, to alter and eſtabliſhe 
new lawes;vnles the vnanſwerablz neceſlitie there- 
of were madeknowne vnto hir or him, Hir Maicſtie 
knoweth not{(l ſpeake as I am perſwaded) the exa- 
QCingneceſſirie that lieth vpon her ſhouldrrs, of re- 
—ning the Chucrch.c She knoweth not the eſtate 


of 
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of her voeuught and damred ſubicRs to bee as itis, 
Wherefore ſerue Councelic:s,it her eres muſt be c- 
ucrie where to (ee euveric th.ng? And what do your 
Hh.ſecyif you ſe2 not our cate,and lament ir? In this 
point I grant her eies ſnould Le her owne chuſers: 
bur if of ouerſight the waighuelt matters bee omit- 
ted, ſhould not you iny Li, put her in minde hereof, 
and in ſubmiſſion antreat iicr , yea and neuer leave 
eatreating,vatill the yecld,to turne away the wrath 
of God from her lelte and her k:ngdome , by aboli- 
ſhing vngodly o:d:nances,and reſtoring beute vn- 
to $10, Which ofycu15 he chat hath,that corh,or wil 
performe this duetie ro our Soucraigne ? which of 
you will make knowne vary cr this which I have 
written ? I knowe 1 thalbe traduCted, (and totne a- 
gaine in pieces with {launders) as a {editious fire- 
brand ofnewe attempres,to fir vp her people to 1n« 
nouation, at the leaſt,let me be made knowne vnto 
herby this name, that ſome way l may come to the 
triall of my cauſe in hand, and my warzantavle pro» 
cecdings thercin.l am neither papiſt , Annabapuilt, 
libertine,familian,one that dareth ſeperate bimſelf 
from the godly aſſemblies in this lar.de , where the 
worde preached ſounderh,nor yer one that huldeth 
any thing, cicher in {ubRance cr circumſtance con 
trary to the wheoKome doftrine exprefled or inclu- 
d-d in Gods reucaled word,of the 0)d and new t6-. 
ſtament:, therefore 1:t me haucthe benchice of a 
Chriſtian,if not cfa chriſtian ſubie&,nor to be con-. 
demned before my cauſe be hearde ; whiche is nor 
mine owne,but the canſe of God his Churches,my 
counties andyour Hh, Ihauc forged the moſtne. 
table flaunders that eucr were coyned,or el{e the e- 
ſtare of my country is moſt miſerable,and yours no 
lcffe 
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lefle lamentable if it ſo conmtimue, Andifyou wake 
not the fame known vato her Majctic, & !ahor not 
to amend it,the Lord mal;e Queene Elizabeth and 
her crowne tree from the bluod of h:r dcſtroyed 
people,andI pray Go my LI. their ſou's Le not re- 
quired at your hands, and the Earle of Pembrokes, 
when you and hee ſhi]! not be able to anſwere for 
them.Bur irmay be you will ay,that the worke 1s fo 
afhculc chat it cavnor poliiblic be perfyr med. Doe 
what lizth in you,and then the Lorue ts auntwered, 
The farther you wade hercin, the cafier wil be the 
paſlage.Becau!c itts a worke 6f difticu'ric, therfore 
muſt you ncedes hinder rh: fame by law,as you do 
n toll-rating thee avu'es t Becaulc the whol work 
is difticuir,thereture thall itnotbe begon ? Becau'e 
itisaha'd martzrtoplam the ordinaunce of Gad, 
therefore muſt the breach there of bz in force and 
maintained*Becaule 112 Canaangthe fons of *Anak, 


and:ro:vns walled vpto heaucn' mountains of pt 2. aNom I;.14. 


tended cxcuſes)have bin ſecreuhercfore muſt you 
needes ſutfer the people brought by ber Mareſtic,, 
outof Egypt, to remaine ſtili in the wi deracs, on 
this fide lordan, even ynder ehviec menghe dumbe 
miniſters,nom efidenes1..zb.l mean,who are fir for 
nothing, but to be capraincs, (whenfocucr oppor- 
cunitic ſhall {eruejro bring riicim again inco Exypr? 


\ Becauſe Gur land by rcaſun of our continiaunce in 


finne, and that we haue nor had $kilfill workemen 
among vs, doth; not nowe bring forth re'tg;on and 
godlines in the meaſure ir {houlde, therefore muſt 
you needs be ſure, that prophanenes and Atheiſm 
ſhalbe fowne,and the breach of Gods law flowrithe 


. C - 5 a 
there inthe perions ofthele men, Thertorethewſt ._, Keek.sa 


Lord will be iuſt, in* che middeſt of you, whenſoe- 
uer he reckoneth for theſe things , becauſc you are 
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ſo far from doing what you may, in the planting of 
godlines, that you ſuffer impictic againſt his maie- 
ſtic ro bear ſway,and that by lav/ & autoritic ? Con- 
cerning the hardnes of the worke, this I make kno- 
en vynto you,that if you wilbe ruled by the canon of 
the word,you thalbe abl with eaf, & the good liking 
of your peoplegto doio much therin,as you ſhal de- 
liver your owne lives from the keawie wrath of 
God. Bur if that rule (hal! not rake place, anye far- 
ther then it may ſtand with the countenance of L, 
biſh. and other corruptions of the Ecclefiaſticall 
ſtare(for as concerning the ciuill gouernment, the 
Lorde knoweth howe farrcI am from dealing with 
1 ſce not what you can ſay vntothe Lorde, when 
he hath made you and your people,an aſtoniſhmet, 
and an hiſſing vnto all the naticns vnder heauen: 
bur* ſurelic chou art iuſt in all thatis come ypon vs, 
for we would notbe rulcd by thy word. 


Well,the word teacherh and requireth 2.things, 


and no more of you in this worke, 1n both it requt- 
rerh your obcdtence if you would be directed by it, 
Firſt, it requireth that Wales may be redrefled, by 
proclaiming that conimiſſion giuen by our Sauiour 
Chriſt vato his Apoſtles in cucry corner thereof,& 


' both the parts ofthe commiſiton,it requireth to be 


keptinuiolable,as well that,of go preach & baprize 
as the other,of teach rhem to obſcruc whorſocuer 1 
haue commanded you.Secondly,while you ſtay the 
Lords leaſure, toraiſc vp fir men for this worke in 
eucry congregation , it requireth that the people 


where preachers cannotbe placed atthe firſt, = 


hauec ſome ſtay, that inconueniences bee auoyde 
For the Lord will not hauc religion ſo vndiſcreetly 
eſtabliſhed, as thar incoucniences(as much as may 
be)be nor wiſely preuented.In efteRing ___ 
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things are tobe looked vnto, both of them greatly 
furthering the worke. Firſt the blefling of Godis to 
be laboured for, by humbling your {clues and your 
peop!e,with Daniel before the Lord, in faſting and 
Pn then you ſhall ſce, he will be with your 
endeuours.Secondly,you muſt enioyne euery man 
according vnto his place , ro haue a hande inthis 
worke,andencourage the gentlemen , and people 
that ſhalbe found forward, by gracing and counte- 
nancing them for their nk Ao in religion, and 
ſhewing that the more forward they bee,the more 
credit they are like to purchaſe with your Hh, And 
you muſt not ſuffer an vncircumcaſed mouth to 
bring © a {lander vppon that go0d lande whereunto 
the Lorde offcreth ro bring you and your people, if 
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a Nomb.. 14.36 


you would obcy,mnch 1-fſero lift vp a *ſton againſt b Nomag.9;; 


Caleb or lothuah, that withſtande the furic of a 

whol wicked hoaſt in the Lords defence, For other- 

wiſe,if you ſuffer all ro fir {tull, and looke vppon our 

defolations; the moſt to hue on the ſ\weernes of our 
ruines,2nd diſcountenance all chat labour therein: 

you can looke for nothing elſe ſhortly , bnt this la- 
mentable complaint, and itis a great work of God, 
that we hauc not hard the ſame long ago, ofcuery 
profeſſor in this land. Whither ſhal'we go?our bre- 
thren,and their harde entertainment hanc diſcou- 
raged our hearts: would ro* God that we had died 
in the land of Egypt , would to God wee were dead: 
were itnot better for vs to turne into Egypt? come 
let vs make a captain,and returne thither,The land 
in deed is a good land, whereunto when our ſouc- 
ueraigne brought ys out of Egypr, wee entended to 
make our journey : but alafle , we are neucr able ro 
ſtand againſt che pouecrrie,lofles, impriſonmenr,diſ- 
countenance by our ſuperionrs ; that our F__ 
aue 
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hauc ſuſtainc1,which haue ſer ther faces towards 
this land,nener able to lwalow vp the ſlanders,and 
bitter names of Puriranes,precilians, tranorsgedi- 
cious libellers,thar we (ce, raiſcd againſt thole thac 
would bring vs thither, And therfore my LLin vain 
hal you vic other mcans, & leauc this vnartentcd, 
Theredrelle of Wales conliſteth of two, partes 
both muſt bec peely ſer yppon by your Hh.ote)ie 
ccrtainly che indgements of God wil inde you cur, 
Fiſt you muſt abolith out of rhe Churche,whatlſce- 
uer you hndc tobe a breach of Gods orduance{as 
I haue proucd dum> miniſters. nonreſidents, & t, 
bih.ro be)or els y or reformation will be little bet» 
rer,toen tharof the * Sarnaritans,who feared Icho- 
uah,but worlhipped their owne gods.veco:dty you 
iult p'ace as many godly learned, as canbe foung, 
to call the p:op!e,1:1d ſee thym: proueced for, if the 
complaint. be made for want of tuſlicicat men, and 
ſufficient {tic ſor cheir liutngs: for the menyrake al 
thoſe whom the lord hath made ht for this work, & 
hee can require no more at your handes vat] hee 
raiſe more, which it kc neuer doe.your good cnde- 
uors and encouragcments yn ſt1:dents & others, 
not being wam'ing to bring this to palle, he cannot 
in iuſtice punithe you , though your people bee nor 
raughr.Bicauſe you haue ſcene al thoſe wel beſtow- 
ed,whom he quallified for that calling,% fo do now 
expect a bleſſing from him vpon your labours, that 
you might ſend more. The ſubrerfudge will be,bur 
the couert of anct,to aske (as a our prelats 
do)how there ſhoulde be poſliblie founde, as many 
learned menas Wales requireth , ſeeing they who 
are founde,are not placed there, And doc youdeale 
well with the lord,that be cauſe al canot be brought 
at once to ſcrue him, as hee willeth, therefore hey 
at 


char may ſhall not? The ſameisto bee ſaide of rhe 
miniſters huings.Remoue the dumb miniſters,ncn- 
fdes,the r.bb.(if you will not do this, you go betide 
the word of God,& ſo there is no direCtion for you) 
and there will be mo liumsgs void, able tro maintain 
godly miniſters,then ſhalbe,! feare me , good men 
found to ſupple the places. And verely, | maruaile 
what men perſuade rhEſelJues,the Lord to begwher- 
as they thinke hee can be ſatisfed with luche fiehe 
ſhifes?1s ir nora ſtrange matter,to inde Church li- 
uings in Wales for L.bb.nonrelidCrs,& idoles,rofin 
azainſt God,and ſtarue ſoules withal,and deny any 
to be there,for godly miniſters do honor Ged, and 
work the ſaluation of his people. The children muſt 
ſtarue for want of bread , becauſe the Cogs before 
rheircies muſt be {e\! therewith, Good realon yea, 
bat the remouing of tho'e men , would be 1:kchie to 
ſer the land on fre. Marke how tunls the de u:lis,in 
th2 maintenance of his kingdome,When godly mi- 
niſters are deprined,becaul: they will nor link che- 
ſelues with wicked B,b ro betraie the king/onm of 
Chriſt,and oucrth: ow the lawes of this land, there 
18 noinconuecnience fcred,Butif ſarans meflenvers 
be once ſhoued at: behold, the land wil not bc ab'e 
to beare this Iofle. I grant in'deede wy Llthatmen 
which make no conlcience for gaine ſake, to break 
the Jaw of the eternal,and maſſaker ſoules(as rhcſe 
do)are dangerous ſubicttes,and not to be truſted as 
ny further,then they are fed, 

The ſtay theretore muſt be cither in regarde of 
eheſe men,or the commen people. Theſe menare of 
2, ſorts, ſome few haue viſcs for the m'niltery, thole 
would be imploicd that way, and eompelled to bee 
faithtull. The moſt of them are vnſauerie alr,nots 
withſtanding far be ic that they and their families, 

2 ſhould 
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ſhould be turned vnto the wide world eo ſecke their 
liuings,and therefore ſome part ofthat which now 
they poſſelle with ſacriledg<,beſtewed vpon them, 
being our of the miniſterie,they might enioy with a 
good conſcience, And aſmall thing this way allot- 
ted vnto them, woulde be bleſied,wheras whatſoe- 
uer now they poſſefle is execrable. For the people, 
the ſtay for themis, eyrher in regard of the publike 
meetings onthe Sabboth,or the ſacraments, mari” 
age,and burial,For the keeping of the Sabborh.The 
word requireth they ſhould,if pole rhey canyre- 
ſorte where preaching is, vnti!l good miruſters bee 
placed in cuery parriſh.If the places be too farre,as 
commonly our parriſhes be very large,and it 15 not 
likely 1a ſhort rime to plane preachers, loneere to- 
gethec,as the pcople may euery Sabboth reſort to 
them, rey muſt be enioyned to meere togitherin 
their pariſhe churches, & ſome diſcreet man from 
among themſclues appuinted to read the word,and 
vſc ſom forme of praters as ſhalbe thought meereſt 
| by the aduiſe of rhe godly lcarned. Concerning the 
| There is adalte. acraments , the word requireth they ſhould reſort 
| ie-amengſt the vnto a preaching miniſter for them, & not attempt 
; eficels;tnere- rokeepe their children vnbaprized any longer then 
"ppbs —_ they mult of neccflitie. Marriage 1s moſt conueni- 
| rrequiredin Ently to be done by the miniſter. Bur it 1s noproper 
{ar-:imonle. effentiall worke ofthe © miniſter, and therfore may 
{ Rnti 442.21 « be ſolemniſcd by others,at the magiſtrars appoint- 
| ment.Concerning buriall, it is a worke of y 57 
charitie,and being rhe laſt dutic that we are to per- 
forme towards ch: departed, we ought to accompa= 
mic chem decently,and orderly , with all comlinefle 
vntothe graue.The word menrioneth or includeth 
no forme of prayers vied at burials, therefore they 
ar ſuperfluous,nether is the miniſter as in an aQtis 
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belonginge to his office), to hau> any more to doe 
herein, then any other of the brethren | 
Thus haue | ſer downe vnto your Hh. the cnelye i 
courſe in regard of ſnbſtance, that the word waran- 
| ecrh ro bee raken in ſuch a deformed cſtate,as ours 
is. Andnow my L!, Jet my counſel] bcc acceptable 
vnto you, * breake oft your lfinnes , by roowung out ” | 
theſe plants, which the Lord neuer planted in hys 6 LIGEY 
vineyard, and your iniquitics by adoring the ſame, 
as much asin youlycth,lo there may be an healing 
of your former ouer-ſight, If not;the lords face will 
be againſt you, yours, and the whole land for euill 
and nor for good.O my LI. is itnot a nuſcrable cale, 
, thatm&Ethold ſole vnder your gouerment in this 
life,as they canot poilibly but hue in hel in the life 
te coruc.O my Ll.heaen cannot be obtained when 
we are gone; Ol my Ll. now 15 the time for the go- 
ſpell ro flowriſh in Wales ornever ; Oh wy LLither 
Maieſtic,and your Hh. (vhome from my very heart 
I withthe Lord to blefle) ſhould be gone the way of 
all che world, for mine owne part, the very ſtafte of 
my hope, to ſee any good doone amongeſt my bre. 
thren, ihould be broken. Blame me not therefore, 
; if[dealecarneſtly in a cauſe of ſogreat a moment, 
and ſo vnlikely to be obtaincd of our wofull poſteri- 
ries, whome my ſuitin a moſt nere ſort concerneth, 
Oh whye ſhould they hauc cauſe to ſaye,the Lorde 
bee iudge þetweene vs.and tne gouernours,whiche 
were vnder Qucene Elizabeth inthe daies of cur 
farhers, for thcy might haue opened our cies, and 
healed our wounds,which new,(alaſlc)are deſperar 
and paſt recoueric. 
Itis now ful 29,ycares and vpward,fince Babilon 
| harhbin overthrown in Wales, rather by the voice 
of h'r Maieſties good lawes,(whome good Lord for- 
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gernot for this woorke ) then by the ſound of anye 
erumpet,from the mouthes of the ſons cf Aaron a= 
mong vs, But alifſe, whatſhall we and our poſteri- 
tic be the berter for this, 1fSyon bee notbuilr. And 
what comfort can Zerubabell or nchemiah baue to 
bringa people out of Babil>n,if thcy meane butto 
rexdifi Sl:1:o,feeing 1t is the bezut'e of Syon,wher- 
1 the Lord delighteth, Wee hauec cauſe zindeede to 
thanke God,that this wicked citie bath bene by hir 
Maieſtic in {one fort broken downe; but we are nc- 
uer the berteryſecing the walls of Sion he eucn with 
rhe ground. Nowe for rhe ſpace 28. yeares, no man 
greatly labored to hir maicſty,the Parliament,your 
Hh.or tothe peop!e rheniſm Jues, either by ſpeaking 
or writing inthe bchalte of ether of theſe vntecon- 
cilable cities. Men beltce thinking no more to bee 
required at their hands, then the razng of Babelj,8 
the deuil as yer contenting himſelf with Perhel.The 
laſtyz2re, asI amalmoſt peſuaded, the verye ſame 
day,o: by al. likly-hood the very ſame week:vpon a 
ſuddain,the ent-rpriics of the bu:!ding of bothin 2, 
ſcucral books,ifſu:ng from rwo of the remoreſt cor- 
ners in cur lande.(Souti:-wales, ard North-wales) 
was taken in hin). The one of the bookes plcagding 
the cauſe of Ston,comin.: f.rch priuredged by pube 
like a:hority,% alowice as creed voto hirmae 
ieſty & & e Par amenr, requiring at their hangs,by 
verrue of the lords on mancaroryletiersgthe per- 
formanc2 of t115 wo: kfitev ing by cuiience of gre- 
teſt antiquiry,t3i5 to be required of ducty attheir 
handes,as apart of the howage due vnto his high 
nes,whoſe feudarics and vaſla!les, all the princes & 
Kates vndcr heaue't muſt acknowledge themſTlues 
ro be,8& a portion of that inhericance, beeing theirs 
by liniall difcent from their predecefiors, the godly 
kings 
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kings and rulers, who tine our of mind,alwaies Jai- 
ed their ſhulders vnto th.s burthcn. The other writ- 
cen in Welch, printed in an ubſcure caue in North- = 
wales, Ablithed by an autk.or voknown,& more vn Y druch Child 
Jcaned,(or lthinke hee had neuer read any thing, 2%" | 
but the common publiſhed reſolution of R.P.a book 
contaivung many ſu>tantiall errors, frier Rufhyand 
other thametul] tabies)tood to by none,8& hauinge 
noreaſors 10 ikew why us Babilon ſhould be rews 
dified, it contained it iclic within the handces of a 
few fipic private men and never duiſt vneo _ 
hour,be wade known vnto your Hh,Boththe bcoks 
in this thing had che ame tuccelſe, in that both ro- 
picker they tcl unto the hands of the prelats,vho as 
they pretend are cnc mics ynto both places,but vn- 
donbred!ly vato Syon, efpeciaily, as it -,/ agg by 
their harde deating witiz the pation of that cauſe, 
whereas the fautors of the orher,were ether not at 
all deait with,or very curtcoutly entertained of the, 
The reaſon of thcir cmumnitic vato both:bur their ha 
cred vnto Syon, 15, that neuer I feare me, meaning __ 
ro go thirhcr,and conſtrained by Jan tobe enemies T9" - you 
vato the other, they haue of che golde of Caldea,& Ch Oh ——_ 
the drolic of Icruſalens compaRed tha ctregwhers men, 
with they meanc to coiccnt themlelues,vnrull they 
rcturne yhato Babs ] againe, or(the Lord be mercitul 
yatothem) vito a wo. ic place, Haue they not ther- 
force good caulc to be che n.vre heliolding vmeo the 
une for the golde, then to the other for the drofle? 
Well my Ll. bee you atlured hereot, thar they who 
ſt:rrcd vpþoth theſe inſtruments both at one time, 
wilneuerſyifer them to ccaſeynulin Wales,euher 
achurchof Chriſt,or aſynagogue of ſaran be buile, 
Our ofqueitivn,the concuiring of both cauſes ſkew 
eth,thatthe Lorde hath ſome lecrear worke in the 
matter, 
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matter, Satans inſtruments for their parts,were ne- 
uer buficr, ſince hir Maieſties raigne, then they are 
at this hower,and ſh:11 be ſtil? they trecherouſly a- 
gainſt the lawes of God and this land, ſeek to bring 
the peoplz again vnto Agypr. I acording vnto both 
durifully endeuour , never to let them reſt,vnti;Hir 
pleaſe God, by hir Maicſtie and your Hh, to bring 
them within the lande ofpromile , no though they 
were vppon mounte Nebo, whence with their cies 
they mightviewthe ſame. They hauedealr& deale 
ſecretly with poore ſoules in datk= corners, & date 
not make known their fabulous cauſe, Ihaue dealt 
all chis while, in the face of the ſun,and now before 
your Hh. I want nor a good cauſe, and by the grace 
of God,it ſhall not want a defender, or hide the face 
as long as I live. Whether you countenaunce it or 
no,l knowit ſhal one day preuaile,when this wil be 
the Lord knoweth beſt : but rhe matter is, whether 
you wil irabrace chriſt in the building of his church 
or ſathan in continuing the breaches thereof. T her- 
fore my LLentertaine T at's C avs x,and you giue 
ſaranthefoilz, reictt this, and ycu ſtrengthen him; 
Andrric, if you denye it the hearing, wherher the 
very papiſts in this land, will rot bc thereby cencou- 
raged to ſupplicarc vnto your Hh. that you woulde 
grantrhem chic liberty of their ſeared conſciences, 
to comm't pub]ice 1dolarrie. | 
Al that hitherto I baue ſpoken] haue ſpoken,ci- 
ther inthe caule of chriſt, which is a good cauſc,or 
inthe cauſe of fachi.If I ſeck the building of his ſy» 
nagog,wil you let me liue?if ofche church of chriſt, 
wil you denic me your helpe? which yet againe,and' 
againe in the name of the erernall God,l require & * 
forthe pretious death & paſſions ſake of leſus chrift 
I earneltly defire at your hands. My Ll.asyou wold 
haue 
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haue the Lorde to entertaine your ſoules in rhe lite 
to come,as you would haue him thew you any mer- 
| cie,as you loue her Maic ſtic & hir hiſe,as you would 
hane the continuance of her raigne ouer vs, which 
the I»rd vndoubredly thretneth to thertenbecaule 
he would bring r111122 vpon you & vs all,for the con » 
remyrt of his trueth , as you weulde not haue your 
names razed trom vader hcaucn, a$ you world not 
haue the Lo:d ro bring vpon vs the: Spaniſh, Itahan 
Romiſh, or Guthan forces, as you woulde not haue 
thoſe, wko thall line ro {ce the defolation and deſpe- 
rate {orrowe, which the Lorde ts r- bring vpon thts 
lande, not ab.de ro {ec,von,and your chidrcen ryde 
, ergo inthe {treers,a5 you would nothane the moſt 
contempcutl- ro ſtrerche forth bis kande vpon the 
dearcf tags you poſlefie, & cfter 1:0] ucebetore 
your cics,vnro the irwt of yourtodics :focntertain 
this cauſe, grount this ſuite , 214 hane a care of rhe 
Lords true {ervice,in Wales? oth{rwile I teare me, 
the vengeance of God will ncuer Jeaue you & your 

poſteriries, as long as chere1s a man of your hcu'es 

vnder heauzn.And notwirhfand:ng rhe cafe of the 

Earle of PemCrok< 15 never che betie: it he ſti] pre» 
, ſumeto beare rule within theſe parcs,, where the 

| Lords Sabboths are nor ſanct:hcd. 

Ezckiel in deede is not now lining , toput youin 
minde of the neccſlitie of redrefſing of thinges a. 
miſle , by Iaying opcn the corruptions of all eftares 
ynder your gouzrnement,as he doerh,cop.22,0this 
prophche.His words I will fer downe, that your Hh, 
may waye cur eſtate with the time wherin the pro- 
pherliued,and ſee whether the Lord will ſpare you 
and vs, itwe ſtill prouoke him to {mite. Thereis a 
conſpiracie of her prophets in the midd-!} thercof, 
faith the prophcr,like a roarirg lyon , raucning the 
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pray, they hauc denoured feules : rhey haue taken 

rae riches and precious things: they baue wade hir 
manic widowes4n the 11d% therot: bur pricits haue 
broken my law, and haue dchled wine holy things: 
they hauc put no difference betweenc thc holy & 
prophane,neither di.cerned between the vncleane 
andtheclcane, and have hidd thc ir cies fron) my 
Saboth,and lam propnaned awong them. Hir prin- 
ces inthe aidt thereof are like wolues, rauening 
the prey,to ſhed blood, & to deſtroy foules for their 
owne couctous lucre.And her 7 rephcts haue daw- 
bedth© with vitempered n:orter, leing vanities,8 
diuizung hes vary then, ſaying : thus ſaith the Lord 
lehouab,when }chouah hath act ſpoken, The peo- 
ple of the land hauc violently opprelied by ſpotung 
and robving,and have yexed the pocre and needy: 
yea,they hauc opprcticd rhe ſtranger againſt right. 
Thus far Ezckie!, Bo the finne» of our pi ophets, of 
our princes,& of our pcople the ſame,that heare he 
ſpeketh againſt, be they greater,or be they lefle: yer 
without controuctiic it the Lorde way laye,] hauc 
fought for a man among the c::ic!lors of England, 
thatſhuld make vp thc hcd;;e,& and inthe gap be= 
fore me for the land,that 1 thould nor deſtroy ir,but 
I found non: then wo be ynro vs, for that thal ful- 
low,which is {cr dovne in the prophet. Therefore 
haue Ipowted out mine indignation ypon them, & 
conſumed them with the fire of iny wrath: their 

owne waics haue I rendred ypon thear heads,faicth 

the Lord Ichouah. And vnletle there were iuſt caulc 

to think that this Lord had either already,or hort- 

ly mentto pronounce this ſentence againſt ys,wee 

might contemne & ſcorne atthe carped affaulrs of 
th: Spanyards,or any other the enemies of the goſ- 

pel and her Maicſtics wheſoeucr, But as Jong as we 
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giue notthe right hande vnto the Lordebyentring 
into his ſanuarie,we hauc iuſt caule to tcare a na- 
tion thatis no nation,much more a people in num» 
ber as the fard,which is by the ſea ſhcre.Our leags 
and moſt ſtable concnants with the enemies the 
lord will ſoone diſer.ul', ftanding rhus at the ſtaftes 
end with his maicſti: as we do.And as * Ieremie ſaid 
vnto the king,and ates in his rime : though we had 
ſmitten the whole haſt of the Spanyardes (that in- 
tend our 0ue:; thro'v) & there remained bur waun- 
ded men among them : yet ſhould cucrie manrile 
YÞ in Þis tent, and ouerrun this 1 1nde. tet vs looke 
alſarcdiie, whenſoener the abicfte and contemptt- 
ble en:mic ſhall aflaile vs,abicf and contempule 
[ ſaic, tn all reſpe&s in compar 1'on of the value ard 
ftr-neth of our men and munition/and the lord 1n- 
ercaſe them a thouſand folde more ) that thi» God 
whoſe ſeru ce is ſo littl- eſteemed of vs, will ſend a 
terror into the harts of our valianceſt, and teurcit 
men : ſo that he, whoſe heart 15 a5 the heart of aly- 
on, ſhall become as weake as wat:r: and one cene- 
nimic (hal chaſe z thouland of vs,becaule tne hand 
of che lord will be a2arnſt vs for our Fnnes, It 1s not 
therefore the Spanithe furniture and preparations: 
bur the finnes within the land , that we are moſt of 
all ro feare. For although the armic of the Spany- 
arde were conſumed with the arrowes of famine:al- 
though the contagtous, and dcuouring peſtticnce 
had eaten them vp by thouſands: alchough rhcir 
totrering ſhippes were diſperied and carried away 
with the whirle-winde and tempe1t: although mad- 
nes & aſtoniſhment were amongſt chem, from him 
that firrerh in the throne, vnto her that grind:rh in 
the mil: although the lords reucnging (word inthe 
hand of the ſauage Turke had fo preuailed againſt 
them, 
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them,asithad left none in thatyncircumciſed hoſt, 
but languithiog and foyled wen , notwithſtandinge 
a contEptibic & withered remnant of the plague & 
famine: a nauic of winde and weather-ſhaken 1þips: 
a refule of feeble and diſcomfired men, ſhaibe ſuf 
ciently abl: to prenaile againſt this land, vniefle an 
other courſe be taken for Gods glory in Wales by 
your Hh.then hitherto hath bene. 

If I did ſpeake vnto infidels and vngodly atheiſts, 
Tknow I ſhould notbe fo plaine, becaule vnto ſuch 
the trueth 1s at ſometimes vnſeaſonably ſpoken.nur 
I ſpeake vnto your Hh. that haue vndertaken the 
proteſſion of Chriſtianitic , and therefore ſhoulde 
be ar all times hit co heare the trueth of your God, 
And | know no temporizing trueth,no remporifing 
iudgements of God againſt finne, no t1ucth that is 
robe concealed vnto Chriſtians,becaulſe their Hh, 
cannot brooke the ſame, notrueth my LL thatis, 
either nor at all, or minfinglye not to bee vtrered, 
becauſe ſtates loue nor to heare thereof. So that l 
was in this matter , nor to conſider what your 
high places were content tohear buc what was the 
dutic of your high places ro heare. And therefore 
Thould thinke ity] proteſt an vndurifull and flatte- 
ring petition,to intreat your Hh.not tobe offended 
with me, for vrtering the trueth. As though 1 ſup- 
poled you woulde thinke it wonderfull that a wan 
ſhould aducnture ro ſpeake cuen in the cauſe of his 
= OD, anye farther then;ſtood with your good 1i- 
ing. 
| We the infirmitics & wants of men that deal 
in good caules, are commonly beaten vpon the bak 
of the cauſe they handle, 'Therefore the Lord kno- 
&h how carefull I haue bene tokeepe it vnſported, 
and my ſclfe our of all ynnecefſary A 0=— 
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downe nothing before I had weighed what might 
enſuc,either in regard of the miater,or maner of de- 
luery. This I am allured,that in the whole woorke, 
there is nothiag whercby any }aw of rhe land canne 
take holde of ime. But why d1d | publiſh a marrer of 
ſuche waight, before I acquainted your Hh, there- 
with? Grant the pitition , & 1 wil redeeme wine 0- 
verſight heerein , (1: can be prooucd any,which 
know to be none ) v th the Jotle of my lie: if you do 
not meane to yeeld vitoit,neiher would yuu haue 
dune itbeing mooned thervnto by private writing, 
The cauſe I make known;to the end ii may be gran- 
red, and hercin let not my life be precious vnto we, 
ypon the neceſiity of the pu bliſking thereotI Rand: 
bicauſe that the world maye lee when you redrefle 
choſe things,that you did nothmg,which you duiſt 
leaue vndone,vnlefſe you would haue broughr fiſt 
deftruction vpon your ſelues, and the whole lande. 
Butwhar fo!ly is ic to thinkgthat fuch great marters 
in our dates wil be reformed? Rather wiat iniury do 
tacy to your Hh. that thinke you will countenance 
any longer the breache of Gods lawes, And in this 
point let che good opinion,that th:y which alcadyc 
ſuch pretences concelue, be weighed with my dui:- 
full perſwaſtons of your Hh, «nd both our cauſcs 
iudged accordingly.For mine own part, l thinke th: 
maiecſty of the cauic to be ſuch, as they who are the 
lords,darc not bur entertaine 1,% tremble to think 
that all ti11s while it hath bene (fo carelefly attended 
vpon, And it1s 43 the behalf chercf,thar | haue pre- 
{1mcd to deale with you, wio other-wiſe durit not 
haucſuffered my voice to be hard in the cars of the 
rulers of my people. Ler what | haue written be ex- 
amined, yea by mine aducrlacies them ſelucs, (tl 
haue anye) and it (hall appeare that I hauc made a 
CON= 
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conſcience how I haue deal with my ſuperiours, e- 
ſpecially thoſe concerning whome it is ſaid, you are 
po I ſhould ſeeme to leauc behinde mee the 
eaſt print, ofa minde in anye forte tending to dif- 
fame them or their ponernment. As Ihauc becne 
carefull herof:ſo let the Lord,yea and no otherwiſe, 
(which ſpeake as far as my corruptions do permit) 
graunt this cauſe and my {elfe alſoit it be his wil,fa- 
uour in your cies. Indecde in regarde of the cauſe I 
com mandatory wiſe vnto your Hh.butin regard of 
my ſelfe, I eome in feare and trembling,as vntothe 
Jords vice-gerents , entreating moſt humbly,that 
the dign.tie of ſo warthy a cauſe be thought off, no- 
thing the more diſhonorably : becauſe ir 1s brought 
in my hands. AndI proteſt, in reſpec of my finnes, 
thatthe Lord may iuſtly denie it the fauor it deſer- 
ucth in your gies,bic-uſe Iam a dealer therein, But 
this ſhoul | be no cauſe why your Hh. ſhould giue it 
a repulſe. For in the cies and ears of al the world I 
make it known, that it is the cauſe ofthe liuing god, 
wherein I deale,and that if it had beene poſlible for 
me to hauc writt:n more humbly & dutifully,I had 
done it. Or if I had ſeene any way, that might haue 
bene likelier to preuail with my ſuperiors then this 
courſe: I1ake the Lord to record vnto my ſoul, rhat 
I would not haue vied this., And I would ro GODI 
could tell how to make the cauſe plaucible, Sofarl 
am fromſetting down any thing, that might carrie 
withit any ſhew of occaſion to hinder and diſgrace 
the ſame. Well, I have done my endcuour: the luc- 
eſſe I expect at the lords hands,vnto whom I com- 
mend the cauſe,and the ſaluation of that pore peo- 
ple. 
The {worde of iuſtice (reached vnto youby the 
Lord himſelfe, to take puniſhment of himon]y that 
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is an *cuil doer,l fear not:becauſe I hauc not offen- 3 Rom 13.4- 


ded. If it(hon!d be 41 awn againſt me,for this action 
che preſident wold be {uch as they, who menthere- 
after ro propheſie ynto your Hh. might be aduiſedly 
counſelled, ® nut to prophulic,& 8c Lord as a token 
of your iult deſtruction ro enſue, would lay they thal 
not propheſie nor rake ſhame , If I haue ſpoken any 
yrtruth, beace wirneſſe thereof, if a eruch, I dare by 
the lords afliſtance Nand toir, and 4emand what h 
is,that wil preſume to obicR,and throw kimſelfe vn- 
to the vengeance of God,by punithing me an nno- 
centThe Lord may for my other finnes, bring mine 
hezd ynto the graue with bloud : butin this cauie, 
what haueI oftended*2nd therfore vndoubred woe 
will betide him that ſhall molcſt me tor this worke, 
Howlſoeucr itbe,thus Ihauc performed a dutye ro- 
wardes the Lorde,and his chairch, my ccuntrey and 
your Hh, which I would d9e if it were co be done a- 
gaine,though I were ſure r> endanger my life for ir. 
And beitknown,thatI am not atraid of earth in this 
cauſe, And if I periſh,l perithe, my comfort 1s tharl 
know wh :cher to go.anf in that day, wherin the ſe- 
creat of a'lnearts ſhnabe manitefted, rhe finceririe 
of my cauſe alſo thall appeare.1t 15 enouyh for mee 
thathow ocuer 1 be mulcrable in regard of my fins, 
= vnto Chriſt, 1 both luc and dic, and purpoſe by 
is gracegif my life ſhould be prlvonged ro luc her- 
afrer,not vnto my {e!f,burt vato him &r9 his church, 
otherwiſe then IuthertooT haue doone. The Lorde 
is ableto raiſe vp thoſe that are of purer hands and 
lippes then Iam to ſpeake and write in the cauſe of 
his honor in Wales,& the Lord make them, whoſo- 
cuer they ſhalbe neuer to be wanting vnto ſo good a 
cauſe,the which becauſe it may be the Lordes plca- 
ſure, I fhall Icauc them behinde mc in the worlde,l 
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earneftly and vehemently commende ynto them as 
by this my will and teſtament : And haue you pore 
Wales in remembravnce, good my Lordes,by eſta- 
bliſhing the word preached there, that the bleſſing 
ot many a ſaued ſoule cherein,way ſollewhker maie- 
ite, and your Hb. ouertake you,light vpon you,and 
tticke vnto you for cuer, The eternal: God giue hir 
Maieſtye and your Hh, the honom of building hys 
church in WalJes,mvltiply the daics of bir peace 0- 
uer vs, blefle hir and you, ſoin this Hite, that inthe 
life ro cone the inhetitance of the kingdom of hea- 
ucn may be hir and your portion.ſo be it good rord. 


Vere my dutifu'l heart towards veur Hh. through!y 
knowen.then I doubt nur, bur I ſhould bee bet» 
ter kgow en vnto you then by mv name. 


TIoun PrNai. 
TO THE READER, 


\fafter D,S o xx s booke was publiſhed this day, 
L have rcad it, The man I reuerence from my heart 
3< a:goaly andlearned man. The reaſons he vieth 
22ainft mc.m the queſt:onsof the reading miniſtrie, 


»>- 


aid comnroanicating with them , I had anſwered 
25 you may ſeem this bovke betore he had writ- 
thn hov are fauiuc.cither becauſe they defire that 
fer graunied which the queſtion, or make thole 
tins of Jiec nature whercin there is a great diſſ1- 
miktuds , as tie arguments drawen from the ma- 
yitracic and the 12uiticall Pricfthood, I haue an- 
ſr.ercd the, The cane , & the reuerenceT owe vnto 
the man, thoughthe rcaſons he vſeri, deſerue nor 
nod, 10 be twiſe read oucr) will enforce meto anſwere 
bi at large, There be certaine faulrs eſcaped inthe 
i prine,hearc withthicim.! 
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